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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and efficient operation, maintenance, and care of your MTD RC 125 Smart Ride-On
Lawnmower. Please read this manual thoroughly before operating the machine to ensure proper use and to prevent injury or damage.
The MTD RC 125 Smart ride-on lawnmower is designed for efficient lawn maintenance, offering both grass collection and discharge options.
It features a compact turning radius for easy maneuvering around obstacles like flower beds and bushes. Equipped with headlights, a step-
through frame for easy access, and a rear hitch for various attachments, this machine is suitable for areas up to 1 acre (approximately 4000
m²).

2. SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Your safety and the safety of others are paramount. Always follow these safety guidelines when operating the MTD RC 125 Smart
lawnmower.

Read the entire manual before operating the machine.

Never allow children or untrained individuals to operate the lawnmower.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including eye protection, hearing protection, sturdy footwear, and long pants.

Inspect the area before mowing. Remove any objects that could be thrown by the blades, such as rocks, toys, or debris.

Operate the lawnmower only in daylight or good artificial light.

Do not operate the machine on excessively steep slopes. Exercise extreme caution on slopes.

Keep all guards and safety devices in place and in working order.

Never carry passengers on the lawnmower.

Turn off the engine, remove the key, and allow all moving parts to stop before performing any adjustments, maintenance, or clearing
blockages.

Refuel in a well-ventilated area with the engine off and cool. Do not smoke while refueling.

3. COMPONENTS OVERVIEW

Familiarize yourself with the main components of your MTD RC 125 Smart ride-on lawnmower.
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Figure 1: MTD RC 125 Smart Ride-On Lawnmower. This image shows the overall design of the red ride-on lawnmower with its cutting deck, seat, steering wheel,
and grass collector at the rear.

Steering Wheel: Controls direction.

Operator Seat: Provides seating for the operator.

Cutting Deck: Houses the cutting blades.

Grass Collector: Detachable bag at the rear for collecting grass clippings.

Engine: Briggs & Stratton 344cc 1-cylinder engine, located under the hood.

Headlights: For improved visibility.

Control Panel: Includes ignition switch, throttle, and other operational controls.

Cutting Height Adjustment Lever: Adjusts the height of the cutting deck.

Fuel Tank: For petrol.

Rear Hitch: For attaching compatible accessories.

4. SETUP

4.1 Unpacking and Initial Inspection

Your MTD RC 125 Smart lawnmower is delivered fully assembled and ready for use after a delivery inspection. Carefully remove all
packaging materials. Inspect the machine for any signs of damage that may have occurred during shipping. If any damage is found, contact
your dealer immediately.

4.2 Initial Checks

Engine Oil: Check the engine oil level using the dipstick. Add recommended engine oil if necessary. Refer to the engine manual for
specific oil type and capacity.

Fuel: Fill the fuel tank with fresh, unleaded petrol. Do not overfill. Ensure the fuel cap is securely tightened.

Battery: Ensure the battery terminals are clean and securely connected. The electric start system relies on a properly charged battery.

Tire Pressure: Check the tire pressure and inflate to the recommended levels specified in the engine manual or on the tires
themselves.



4.3 Adjustments

Seat Adjustment: Adjust the operator's seat forward or backward to a comfortable position that allows full control of the pedals and
steering wheel.

Cutting Height Adjustment: Use the cutting height adjustment lever to set the desired mowing height. The MTD RC 125 Smart offers
5 positions, ranging from 30 mm to 95 mm. For best results, avoid cutting more than one-third of the grass blade length at a time.

5. OPERATION

5.1 Starting the Engine

1. Ensure the parking brake is engaged.

2. Place the transmission in neutral.

3. Ensure the cutting deck is disengaged.

4. Insert the ignition key and turn it to the 'START' position. Release the key once the engine starts.

5. Allow the engine to warm up for a few moments before engaging the cutting deck or driving.

Figure 2: Briggs & Stratton Engine Logo. This logo indicates the engine manufacturer for the MTD RC 125 Smart lawnmower.

5.2 Driving

Release the parking brake.

Select the desired gear (if applicable) or engage the drive system.

Use the steering wheel to control direction and the pedals for speed control.

Always drive at a safe speed, especially on uneven terrain or near obstacles.

5.3 Mowing

Once the engine is running, engage the cutting deck.

Adjust the cutting height as needed (30 mm to 95 mm, 5 positions).

Drive in overlapping passes to ensure an even cut.

Monitor the grass collector and empty it when full to maintain optimal collection performance. The 200-liter grass collector is designed
for substantial capacity.

For discharge, ensure the deflector is properly installed.

5.4 Stopping the Engine

1. Disengage the cutting deck.

2. Engage the parking brake.

3. Turn the ignition key to the 'OFF' position and remove it.

4. Allow the engine to cool before storing the machine.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your lawnmower. Always turn off the engine, remove the key, and
disconnect the spark plug wire before performing any maintenance.

6.1 General Cleaning

Clean the cutting deck after each use to prevent grass buildup, which can affect cutting performance.

Wipe down the exterior of the machine with a damp cloth. Avoid using high-pressure washers directly on electrical components or
engine parts.

6.2 Blade Care

Inspect the blades regularly for sharpness and damage. Dull or damaged blades can lead to an uneven cut and strain the engine.

Sharpen or replace blades as needed. Always use genuine MTD replacement parts.

Ensure blades are balanced after sharpening to prevent vibration.



6.3 Engine Maintenance

Refer to the separate Briggs & Stratton engine manual for detailed maintenance schedules and procedures. Key maintenance tasks typically
include:

Oil Change: Change engine oil at recommended intervals.

Air Filter: Clean or replace the air filter regularly, especially when operating in dusty conditions.

Spark Plug: Inspect and replace the spark plug as recommended to ensure reliable starting and engine performance.

Fuel Filter: Check and replace the fuel filter if necessary.

6.4 Storage

For long-term storage, ensure the fuel system is stabilized or drained to prevent fuel degradation.

Clean the entire machine thoroughly.

Store the lawnmower in a dry, protected area, away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Disconnect the battery or use a battery maintainer if storing for extended periods.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your MTD RC 125 Smart lawnmower.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Engine will not
start

No fuel; Spark plug faulty; Battery low;
Safety interlock engaged

Add fuel; Check/replace spark plug; Charge battery; Ensure parking
brake, neutral, and disengaged deck

Engine runs
poorly

Dirty air filter; Stale fuel; Fouled spark plug
Clean/replace air filter; Drain and refill with fresh fuel; Clean/replace
spark plug

Uneven cut
Dull or bent blades; Incorrect tire pressure;
Cutting deck not level

Sharpen/replace blades; Adjust tire pressure; Level cutting deck

Excessive
vibration

Bent blade; Loose blade bolts; Debris in
cutting deck

Inspect/replace blade; Tighten blade bolts; Clear debris

Grass collector
not filling

Collector full; Chute blocked; Cutting height
too low; Wet grass

Empty collector; Clear chute; Raise cutting height; Mow when grass is
dry

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Technical specifications for the MTD RC 125 Smart Ride-On Lawnmower.

Model: RC125

Brand: MTD

Engine: Briggs & Stratton 344cc, 1-cylinder

Starting System: Electric Start

Cutting Width: 76 cm (30 inches)

Cutting Height Positions: 5 positions

Cutting Height Range: 30 mm - 95 mm

Grass Collector Capacity: 200 liters

Weight: Approximately 190 kg (418.88 lbs)

Color: Red

Recommended Lawn Area: Up to 1 Acre (approx. 4000 m²)

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

MTD products are manufactured to high-quality standards. For warranty information, please refer to the separate warranty document



provided with your purchase or contact your authorized MTD dealer. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.
For technical assistance, spare parts, or service, please contact your local authorized MTD service center or visit the official MTD website for
support resources.

© 2024 MTD. All rights reserved.
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