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Rode Podcaster Microphone Kit Instruction Manual
Model: Rode Podcaster Microphone Kit

1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Rode Podcaster Microphone Kit is a comprehensive solution for high-quality audio recording, ideal for
speech, podcasting, and voice-over applications. This kit includes the Rode Podcaster USB broadcast
microphone, the Rode PSA1 Studio Boom Arm, and the Rode PSM1 Shock Mount. The Podcaster
microphone features a USB port for direct connection to Mac or Windows computers and a 3.5mm
headphone output with volume control for real-time monitoring. The PSA1 boom arm provides flexible and
quiet microphone positioning, while the PSM1 shock mount effectively isolates the microphone from
vibrations and handling noise.
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Figure 1: The complete Rode Podcaster Microphone kit, including the USB microphone, the PSA1 studio boom arm, and
the PSM1 shock mount.

2. WHAT'S IN THE BOX

Your Rode Podcaster Microphone Kit includes the following components:

Rode Podcaster USB Broadcast Microphone: A large-diaphragm dynamic USB microphone for
direct digital recording.

Rode PSA1 Professional Studio Boom Arm: A broadcast-style boom arm with standard
microphone threading, offering 360-degree rotation and over 3 feet of horizontal and vertical reach for
optimal microphone placement.

Rode PSM1 Microphone Shock Mount: Specifically designed for Rode Podcaster and Procaster
microphones, this shock mount reduces unwanted vibrations.

USB Cable

3. SETUP INSTRUCTIONS

Follow these steps to set up your Rode Podcaster Microphone Kit:



1. Assemble the PSA1 Studio Boom Arm: Securely attach the boom arm to your desk or mounting
surface using the provided clamp or flange mount. Ensure it is stable and can support the weight of
the microphone and shock mount.

2. Attach the PSM1 Shock Mount: Screw the PSM1 shock mount onto the threaded end of the PSA1
boom arm. Hand-tighten until secure.

3. Mount the Rode Podcaster Microphone: Carefully insert the Rode Podcaster microphone into the
PSM1 shock mount. Ensure it is firmly seated within the elastic bands to provide proper isolation.

4. Connect the USB Cable: Plug one end of the supplied USB cable into the USB port at the base of
the Rode Podcaster microphone and the other end into an available USB port on your Mac or
Windows computer.

5. Connect Headphones (Optional): For direct monitoring of your audio, plug your headphones into
the 3.5mm jack located on the microphone.

For a visual guide and further insights into the microphone's features, please refer to the video below:

Video 1: An overview of the Rode Podcaster Microphone, discussing its physical characteristics, USB connectivity, and
indicator lights. This video highlights key features to consider before use.

4. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The Rode Podcaster microphone is designed for plug-and-play operation with compatible computers.

Power Indicator: Once connected via USB, a green LED light on the microphone will illuminate,
indicating that the microphone is powered on and ready for use.

Audio Monitoring: Use the 3.5mm headphone jack and the integrated volume control knob on the
microphone to monitor your audio in real-time without latency. Adjust the volume to a comfortable
listening level.

Input Level Indicator: If the audio input level is too high and causing clipping (distortion), the LED
light on the microphone will turn red. Adjust your distance from the microphone or reduce the input
gain in your computer's sound settings to prevent clipping.

Software Recognition: Your computer should automatically recognize the Rode Podcaster as an
audio input and output device. Select it as your primary recording device in your preferred audio
recording software (e.g., Audacity, GarageBand, OBS Studio).

Optimal Placement: Position the microphone approximately 2-6 inches from your mouth for optimal
sound capture. The PSA1 boom arm allows for precise positioning to achieve the best audio quality
and minimize background noise.

Observe the microphone's performance in a real-world scenario by watching the video below, which
demonstrates its ability to minimize background noise:

Video 2: A demonstration of the Rode Podcaster Microphone's sound isolation capabilities, specifically testing its
performance against background fan noise.

5. MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your microphone kit:

Cleaning: Gently wipe the microphone body and boom arm with a soft, dry cloth. Avoid using liquid
cleaners or solvents, as these can damage the components.

Storage: When not in use, store the microphone kit in a clean, dry environment, away from extreme



temperatures and humidity. Consider covering the microphone with a dust cover to protect the
capsule.

Cable Care: Avoid sharp bends or kinks in the USB cable. Store cables neatly to prevent damage.

Shock Mount Inspection: Periodically check the elastic bands of the PSM1 shock mount for wear or
degradation. Replace if necessary to maintain effective vibration isolation.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Rode Podcaster Microphone Kit, try the following troubleshooting steps:

No Sound Output:

Ensure the USB cable is securely connected to both the microphone and your computer.

Verify that the green LED on the microphone is illuminated, indicating power.

Check your computer's sound settings to ensure the Rode Podcaster is selected as the input
device.

Confirm that your recording software is configured to use the Rode Podcaster as its audio input.

If using headphones, ensure they are plugged in correctly and the volume knob on the
microphone is turned up.

Distorted or Clipped Audio:

If the microphone's LED is red, the input level is too high. Increase your distance from the
microphone or reduce the input gain in your computer's sound settings.

Ensure the microphone is properly seated in the PSM1 shock mount to prevent vibrations.

Background Noise:

Ensure the microphone is positioned correctly, facing the sound source and away from
unwanted noise.

The Rode Podcaster is a dynamic microphone designed to reject off-axis sound, but extreme
background noise may still be picked up. Try to record in a quiet environment.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Microphone Type Large-diaphragm Dynamic USB Mic

Connectivity Technology USB

Connector Type 3.5 mm Jack, USB

Polar Pattern Unidirectional

Frequency Response 20 Hz - 20 kHz

Signal-to-Noise Ratio 78 dB

Impedance 320 Ohms

Power Source Corded Electric (USB Powered)

Compatible Devices Mac, Windows (plug-and-play compatible)

Special Feature Volume Control (for headphone output)



Item Weight 2.4 Pounds (approximate for microphone)

Product Dimensions 11.6 x 5.65 x 3 inches (approximate for microphone)

Model Name (Kit) Rode Podcaster Boom Kit

Item Model Number (Boom Arm) PSA-1

UPC 989898618231

Feature Specification

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, technical support, or service inquiries, please refer to the official Rode website or
contact their customer support directly. Keep your proof of purchase for any warranty claims.
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