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Vanguard Atari 2600 Instruction Manual

Official Guide for the Classic Arcade Game

VANGUARD*

This image displays the front cover of the Vanguard instruction manual for the Atari 2600 video game system. The cover
features the red 'ATARI 2600’ logo at the top, followed by 'VANGUARD' in a red band. Below this, an illustration depicts a
futuristic spacecraft navigating a cavernous, fiery environment, characteristic of the game's setting.

1. INTRODUCTION TO VANGUARD

Welcome to the exciting world of Vanguard! This manual provides essential information to help you master
the challenges of this classic arcade-style shooter for the Atari 2600. As the pilot of the advanced Gond
ship, your mission is to navigate treacherous caverns, destroy enemy forces, and ultimately defeat the evil
Gond leader, Hadean.
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Vanguard offers a unique multi-directional scrolling experience, challenging players with diverse
environments and enemy patterns. Prepare for intense action and strategic combat as you delve deeper
into the enemy's territory.

2. SETUP

To begin your Vanguard adventure, follow these simple setup instructions:

1. Console Connection: Ensure your Atari 2600 console is properly connected to your television set
according to the console's instruction manual.

2. Power Off: Turn off the Atari 2600 console before inserting or removing any game cartridges.

3. Insert Cartridge: Gently insert the Vanguard game cartridge into the cartridge slot on your Atari
2600 console. Ensure it is fully seated.

4. Connect Controller: Plug your Atari joystick controller into the left controller port (Player 1). For two-
player alternating play, a second joystick can be plugged into the right port.

5. Power On: Turn on your television and then the Atari 2600 console. The game should appear on
your screen.

3. OPERATING AND GAMEPLAY

Vanguard features intuitive controls and varied gameplay across multiple zones.

3.1. Controls

« Joystick: Move your Gond ship in eight directions (up, down, left, right, and diagonals).
» Red Fire Button: Fire your primary weapon (forward-firing laser).

« Left Difficulty Switch (A/B): Controls the speed of your ship. 'A’ typically provides faster movement,
'B' slower.

« Right Difficulty Switch (A/B): Controls enemy intelligence or firing rate. 'A’ typically makes enemies
more aggressive.

» Game Reset Switch: Restarts the current game.

» Game Select Switch: Cycles through different game variations (if applicable, though Vanguard
typically has one main mode).

3.2. Gameplay Objectives

Your primary objective is to navigate through various zones, destroy all enemy forces, and reach the final
zone to confront Hadean. Each zone presents unique challenges and enemy types.

3.3. Zones and Enemies

The game consists of several distinct zones, each with its own scrolling direction and enemy patterns:

o Mountain Zone: Horizontal scrolling, featuring enemies like the 'Amorpha’ and 'Cobra’.
« Rainbow Zone: Vertical scrolling, with enemies such as 'Pterodactyl' and 'Asteroid'".

o Stripe Zone: Diagonal scrolling, introducing 'Stripe' enemies.

o Bleak Zone: Horizontal scrolling, with 'Bleak' enemies.

o City of Mystery: A complex zone with various enemy types.

+ Hadean's Lair: The final boss battle zone.



Collect 'Energy Pods' dropped by certain enemies to replenish your ship's energy, which depletes over
time and when hit. Running out of energy results in losing a life.

3.4. Scoring

Points are awarded for destroying enemies and collecting energy pods. Higher scores are achieved by
progressing further into the game and maintaining your ship's energy.

4. MAINTENANCE

Proper care of your game cartridge and console will ensure long-lasting enjoyment:

o Storage: Store game cartridges in their original cases or a protective container away from direct
sunlight, extreme temperatures, and excessive dust.

o Cleaning: If a cartridge is not working correctly, gently clean the gold connector pins on the bottom
of the cartridge with a cotton swab lightly dampened with isopropyl alcohol. Allow to dry completely
before reinserting.

« Handling: Avoid touching the connector pins with your fingers, as oils and dirt can interfere with
connectivity.

o Console Care: Keep your Atari 2600 console clean and free of dust. Refer to the console's manual
for specific cleaning instructions.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues while playing Vanguard, try these common troubleshooting steps:
» Blank Screen/No Game:

o Ensure the cartridge is fully inserted into the console.
o Turn the console off, remove the cartridge, reinsert it firmly, and turn the console back on.
o Check all video and power connections between the console and the television.

o Clean the cartridge connector pins as described in the Maintenance section.
o Flickering Graphics/Sound Issues:

o This can often be resolved by reseating the cartridge.

o Ensure your television is set to the correct input channel (e.g., Channel 2 or 3).
o Controller Unresponsive:

o Ensure the joystick is securely plugged into the correct port.

o Test with another joystick if available to rule out a faulty controller.

For persistent issues, consult a qualified technician or vintage gaming enthusiast.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail



Platform Atari 2600 (VCS)

Genre Multi-directional Scrolling Shooter
Players 1 or 2 (alternating)

Release Year 1982 (Atari 2600 version)
Developer Atari, Inc. (Original arcade by SNK)

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

As a vintage product, this Atari 2600 Vanguard game cartridge is typically sold without a manufacturer's
warranty. Support for classic gaming systems and cartridges is generally provided by the retro gaming
community, online forums, and specialized repair services.

For technical assistance or community resources, consider searching online forums dedicated to Atari
2600 enthusiasts. These communities often provide valuable insights, troubleshooting tips, and historical
information about classic games.

© 1982 Atari, Inc. All rights reserved. This manual is for informational purposes only.

Related Documents - 2600

ATARIAFLASHBACK=)

ATARI FLASHBACK 2 OWNER'S MANUAL
Explore the ATARI Flashback 2 Classic Game Console with this owner's manual. Learn about
| Jl\ setup, controls, and 40 built-in games like Asteroids and Pong. Includes safety precautions and

rr] troubleshooting.

ADVENTURE

GAME PROGRAM
INSTRUCTIONS

M

Atari Adventure Game Instructions - CX-2613 Manual
Official instructions for the Atari Adventure game (Model CX-2613). Learn how to play, control your
character, understand the dragons, and navigate the kingdom.

BERZERK
Berzerk Atari Game Program Instructions

Official instruction manual for the Berzerk Atari Game Program, detailing gameplay, controls,
strategies, and game variations for the Atari 2600. Learn how to play, master controls, and discover
tips for survival.



https://manuals.plus/m/07a2164a2a2d141b7a4759b2221adf0332ebf60b9419b743fbe03e455245cbda
https://manuals.plus/m/07a2164a2a2d141b7a4759b2221adf0332ebf60b9419b743fbe03e455245cbda
https://manuals.plus/m/0d1293b7ecdd53eb433ddaa373947284e765bb8c92257f28cda02f183f8523e0
https://manuals.plus/m/0d1293b7ecdd53eb433ddaa373947284e765bb8c92257f28cda02f183f8523e0
https://manuals.plus/m/4ec5d722dd3613d40dee2e5d1cbc3c823492ee61f22eb1a92e67594bffb135d0
https://manuals.plus/m/4ec5d722dd3613d40dee2e5d1cbc3c823492ee61f22eb1a92e67594bffb135d0

QFxiT B
ser

Atari 2600 Jr. R

Atari 2600 Jr. Rev. A Disassembly Guide - How to Remove Circuit Board
Step-by-step guide to disassemble the Atari 2600 Junior (Rev. A) and remove its circuit board.
Includes tools needed and detailed instructions.

ULTIMATE FIGHT STICK
WITH TRACKBALL
Quick-Start Guide
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