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1. INTRODUCTION

The Performance Tool W1674 Side Terminal Battery Wrench is engineered for efficient and safe
maintenance of vehicle batteries. Its reversible ratchet action simplifies the process of tightening and
loosening 5/16 inch side terminal battery bolts, even in restricted spaces. Constructed from high-quality
materials, this tool is designed for durability and reliable performance for both professional mechanics and
DIY enthusiasts.

Image 1.1: The Performance Tool W1674 Side Terminal Battery Wrench, showcasing its compact design and ratchet
head.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Always prioritize safety when working with tools and vehicle batteries. Adhere to the following guidelines:

Wear Eye Protection: Always wear ANSI-approved safety glasses to protect against battery acid
splashes or debris.

Vehicle Safety: Ensure the vehicle's ignition is off, the parking brake is engaged, and the transmission
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is in 'Park' (automatic) or 'Neutral' (manual).

Avoid Short Circuits: Do not allow the wrench to contact both battery terminals simultaneously, as this
can cause a short circuit, sparks, and potential injury or damage.

Insulated Handles: While this wrench has a coated handle, always be mindful of electrical conductivity.

Keep Clear: Keep hands, hair, and clothing away from moving engine parts.

Proper Ventilation: Work in a well-ventilated area when dealing with batteries, as they can emit
explosive gases.

Storage: Store the tool in a dry, secure place, out of reach of children.

3. SETUP

The Performance Tool W1674 is ready for use with minimal setup. Follow these steps before operation:

1. Unpack: Carefully remove the wrench from its packaging.

2. Inspect for Damage: Before first use and prior to each subsequent use, visually inspect the wrench for
any signs of damage, cracks, bends, or excessive wear. Do not use a damaged tool.

3. Check Ratchet Function: Verify that the reversible ratchet mechanism operates smoothly in both
tightening and loosening directions.



Image 3.1: The Performance Tool W1674 in its retail packaging, highlighting its design and specifications.

4. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The W1674 wrench is specifically designed for 5/16 inch side terminal battery bolts. Its reversible ratchet
action allows for easy tightening and loosening.

4.1. Loosening Battery Bolts

1. Prepare: Ensure all safety precautions are followed. Identify the 5/16 inch side terminal battery bolt to
be loosened.

2. Set Ratchet Direction: Flip the small lever on the wrench head to the 'Loosen' position (typically
counter-clockwise).

3. Engage Bolt: Place the hexagonal opening of the wrench head firmly onto the battery bolt. Ensure it is
fully seated to prevent stripping.

4. Turn: Apply steady, firm pressure to turn the wrench counter-clockwise. The ratchet mechanism will
allow you to reposition the handle without removing the wrench from the bolt.

5. Remove: Once the bolt is sufficiently loose, remove the wrench.

4.2. Tightening Battery Bolts

1. Prepare: Ensure all safety precautions are followed. Position the battery bolt for tightening.



2. Set Ratchet Direction: Flip the small lever on the wrench head to the 'Tighten' position (typically
clockwise).

3. Engage Bolt: Place the hexagonal opening of the wrench head firmly onto the battery bolt, ensuring full
engagement.

4. Turn: Apply steady, firm pressure to turn the wrench clockwise until the bolt is securely tightened. Avoid
over-tightening, which can damage the battery terminal or bolt.

5. Remove: Once tightened, remove the wrench.

5. MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance will extend the life and performance of your W1674 battery wrench:

Cleaning: After each use, wipe the wrench clean with a dry cloth to remove dirt, grease, or any battery
acid residue. For stubborn grime, a mild degreaser can be used, followed by thorough drying.

Lubrication: Periodically apply a small amount of light machine oil to the ratchet mechanism to ensure
smooth operation and prevent corrosion. Wipe off any excess.

Storage: Store the wrench in a clean, dry environment to prevent rust and corrosion. Avoid storing in
damp or humid conditions.

Inspection: Regularly inspect the wrench for any signs of wear, such as rounding of the hexagonal
opening or damage to the ratchet mechanism. Replace the tool if significant wear or damage is
observed.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

While the W1674 is a simple and robust tool, here are some common issues and their solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Wrench slips on
bolt head.

Wrench not fully seated;
bolt head is rounded;
wrench head is worn.

Ensure wrench is fully engaged. If bolt head is
damaged, use a different tool or replace bolt. If wrench
head is worn, replace the wrench.

Ratchet
mechanism
sticks or feels
rough.

Lack of lubrication;
dirt/debris in mechanism;
internal damage.

Clean the mechanism and apply light machine oil. If
problem persists, the mechanism may be damaged and
the tool should be replaced.

Wrench is bent
or cracked.

Excessive force applied;
accidental impact.

Discontinue use immediately. A damaged tool can be
unsafe and ineffective. Replace the wrench.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Key technical specifications for the Performance Tool W1674 Side Terminal Battery Wrench:

Attribute Value



Brand Performance Tool

Model W1674

Material Chrome Vanadium Steel

Item Length 6 Inches

Item Weight 3.2 ounces

Head Style Fixed Square (5/16 inch hexagonal opening)

Finish Type Powder Coated

Designed For 5/16 inch side terminal battery bolts

Attribute Value

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Performance Tool is committed to providing quality tools designed for durability and performance. While
specific warranty details are not provided in this manual, Performance Tool products are generally built to
withstand the rigors of regular use.

For any questions regarding product performance, maintenance, or potential defects, please contact
Performance Tool customer support directly. Refer to the official Performance Tool website or product
packaging for the most current contact information and warranty policy details.

Online Resources: For additional information, product catalogs, and support, visit the official Performance
Tool website or their Amazon Brand Store:

Performance Tool Amazon Brand Store

Image 8.1: The Performance Tool brand logo, representing quality and innovation.

© 2025 Performance Tool. All rights reserved.

https://www.amazon.com/stores/PerformanceTool/page/C94DF32D-A879-4C03-90AC-FEDAF877FB01
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