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SIEMENS BQ3B040 40-Amp Three Pole 240-Volt
Circuit Breaker Instruction Manual

Model: BQ3B040 | Brand: SIEMENS

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides important instructions for the safe installation, operation, and maintenance of the
SIEMENS BQ3B040 40-Amp Three Pole 240-Volt Circuit Breaker. The Siemens Type BQ Circuit Breaker is a
cable-in, cable-out, non-interchangeable trip molded case circuit breaker designed for reliable electrical
protection. It is rated for 40 Amps, 240 Volts, and has a 10KAIC interrupting rating.

Please read this manual thoroughly before attempting any installation or operation. Keep this manual for future
reference.
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A clear view of the SIEMENS BQ3B040 circuit breaker, showing its compact design and terminal lugs.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Electrical shock hazard. Can cause serious injury or death. Installation and servicing of this circuit
breaker must be performed by qualified, licensed electrical personnel only. Always disconnect power at the
main service panel before working on or near electrical equipment.

Always follow all local and national electrical codes.

Ensure the power supply is completely de-energized and locked out before beginning any work.

Use appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including insulated gloves and safety glasses.

Never attempt to modify the circuit breaker.

Do not install a circuit breaker that appears damaged.



3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

The package typically includes:

One (1) SIEMENS BQ3B040 40-Amp Three Pole 240-Volt Circuit Breaker

4. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

IMPORTANT: Installation must be performed by a qualified electrician in accordance with all applicable
electrical codes and standards.

1. Power Disconnection: Ensure all power to the electrical panel is turned OFF at the main disconnect
and verified with a voltage tester. Lock out and tag out the main disconnect.

2. Panel Access: Carefully remove the cover of the electrical panel.

3. Breaker Placement: Identify the appropriate slot in the panel for a three-pole breaker.

4. Connection: Connect the load wires to the designated terminals on the circuit breaker. The BQ3B040 is
a lug-out breaker, meaning wires connect directly to the lugs. Ensure all connections are tight and
secure, adhering to torque specifications if provided on the breaker or panel.

5. Mounting: Snap the circuit breaker firmly into place on the bus bar. Ensure it is fully seated.

6. Panel Reassembly: Replace the electrical panel cover.

7. Power Restoration: Restore power to the main service panel.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The SIEMENS BQ3B040 circuit breaker operates as a protective device for your electrical circuit. It has three
primary states:

ON: In this position, power is flowing through the circuit breaker to the connected load.

OFF: In this position, power to the connected load is interrupted.

TRIPPED: If an overload or short circuit occurs, the breaker will automatically move to a tripped position
(often midway between ON and OFF, or fully OFF depending on the design). This indicates a fault in the
circuit.

To reset a tripped breaker, first move the handle firmly to the OFF position, then push it to the ON position. If
the breaker immediately trips again, do not attempt to reset it repeatedly. Investigate the cause of the fault.

6. MAINTENANCE

Circuit breakers generally require minimal maintenance. However, periodic inspection is recommended:

Visual Inspection: Annually, or as local codes require, have a qualified electrician inspect the circuit
breaker and its connections for any signs of overheating, loose wires, or physical damage.

Cleaning: Ensure the area around the circuit breaker is free from dust and debris. Do not use liquids for
cleaning inside the electrical panel.

Testing: Do not attempt to test the tripping mechanism yourself. This should only be done by qualified
professionals using specialized equipment.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING



If you experience issues with your circuit breaker, consider the following:

Breaker Trips Frequently: This indicates an overload or a short circuit on the protected circuit.
Disconnect some appliances or devices from the circuit, or inspect for damaged wiring. If the problem
persists, consult a qualified electrician.

Breaker Will Not Reset: If the breaker immediately trips after being reset, a persistent fault (overload or
short circuit) is present. Do not force the breaker.

No Power to Circuit: Check if the breaker is in the OFF or TRIPPED position. If it is ON and there is still
no power, check other breakers or consult an electrician.

For any persistent or complex electrical issues, always contact a qualified electrician.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Brand SIEMENS

Model Number BQ3B040

Current Rating 40 Amps

Voltage 240 Volts

Number Of Poles 3

Circuit Breaker Type Standard, Thermal-Magnetic

Mounting Type Pole Mount

Interrupting Rating 10KAIC

Product Dimensions 30"D x 8"W x 6"H

Item Weight 10.7 ounces

Material Glass

Included Components BQ3B040

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Siemens strongly recommends against the use of "used" breakers. The installation of used breakers in a
Siemens panel will void the warranty on the panel. Siemens does not sell used breakers and has not
approved any 3rd party sellers to do so.

For technical support, warranty claims, or further assistance, please contact Siemens customer service or visit
the official Siemens website. Always refer to your purchase documentation for specific warranty terms and
conditions.

Online Resources: Visit the SIEMENS Store on Amazon

https://www.amazon.com/stores/Siemens/page/279431C2-9BA8-48CD-BBF9-85537EAABDEC
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