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Manual

Model: CKS-CRNRC40-5230

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides detailed instructions for the proper installation, use, and maintenance of the Cane
Creek 40-Series Conversion Crown Race (Model CKS-CRNRC40-5230). This component is designed to
facilitate the use of a 1-1/8" straight steerer fork with a bicycle frame equipped with a 1.5" lower headset
bearing.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Cane Creek 40-Series Conversion Crown Race is a precision-engineered component for bicycle
headsets. It allows for the adaptation of a 1-1/8" straight steerer fork, which typically has a 30mm crown
race seat, to a headset that utilizes a 1.5" lower bearing. Constructed from durable steel, it includes a low-
friction face seal. This seal is designed to operate against the lower cup, providing a barrier against
contaminants such as mud and debris, thereby protecting the headset bearings.

Figure 1: Cane Creek 40-Series Conversion Crown Race. This image displays the circular metal crown race with a blue
low-friction seal visible on its lower edge, designed to protect headset bearings from contaminants.
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3. COMPATIBILITY

This conversion crown race is specifically designed for:

Forks: 1-1/8" straight steerer forks with a 30mm crown race seat.

Headsets: Cane Creek headsets featuring a 1.5" lower bearing.

Ensure your fork and headset specifications match these requirements for proper fit and function.

4. SETUP (INSTALLATION)

Proper installation is crucial for the performance and longevity of your headset. If you are unsure about any
step, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

Required Tools:

Crown Race Setting Tool (recommended) or a suitable PVC pipe/soft mallet.

Grease (bicycle specific).

Clean rags.

Installation Steps:

1. Prepare the Fork Steerer: Clean the crown race seat area at the base of your 1-1/8" fork steerer
tube thoroughly. Remove any old grease, dirt, or burrs.

2. Apply Grease: Apply a thin, even layer of bicycle-specific grease to the crown race seat on the fork
steerer. This aids in installation and helps prevent corrosion.

3. Position the Crown Race: Slide the Cane Creek 40-Series Conversion Crown Race onto the fork
steerer tube. Ensure the sealed side (with the blue seal) faces downwards, towards the fork crown.

4. Install the Crown Race:

Using a Crown Race Setting Tool: Place the appropriate adapter of the crown race setting
tool over the crown race and gently tap the tool with a mallet until the crown race is fully seated
against the fork crown. The sound will change from a hollow tap to a solid thud when fully
seated.

Without a Specialized Tool (Use with Caution): If a crown race setting tool is unavailable, a
PVC pipe with an inner diameter slightly larger than the steerer tube but smaller than the crown
race can be used. Place the PVC pipe over the steerer tube, resting on the crown race, and
gently tap it with a soft mallet. Ensure even pressure around the crown race to prevent damage.
Avoid using sharp objects or excessive force, as this can damage the crown race or fork.

5. Verify Seating: Visually inspect the crown race to ensure it is fully and evenly seated against the fork
crown, with no gaps.

6. Assemble Headset: Proceed with assembling the rest of your headset components according to
your headset manufacturer's instructions, ensuring the 1.5" lower bearing sits correctly on the
installed conversion crown race.

5. OPERATING (USAGE)

Once installed, the Cane Creek 40-Series Conversion Crown Race functions as an integral part of your
bicycle's headset system. It provides the necessary interface for your 1-1/8" fork to operate smoothly within
a 1.5" lower headset bearing. The integrated low-friction face seal works continuously to prevent dirt and



moisture from entering the lower bearing, contributing to extended bearing life and consistent steering
performance.
Regularly check your headset for proper adjustment and smooth operation. Any play or roughness
indicates a need for inspection and potential adjustment or maintenance.

6. MAINTENANCE

To ensure optimal performance and longevity of your Cane Creek 40-Series Conversion Crown Race and
the entire headset system, follow these maintenance guidelines:

Regular Inspection: Periodically inspect the crown race and the lower headset bearing for signs of
wear, corrosion, or contamination.

Cleaning: If disassembling the headset for cleaning, carefully wipe down the crown race and its seal
with a clean cloth. Avoid harsh solvents that could damage the seal material.

Regreasing: When reassembling the headset, apply fresh bicycle-specific grease to the crown race
seat and the lower bearing.

Seal Integrity: Ensure the blue low-friction face seal remains intact and free from tears or damage. A
damaged seal may compromise bearing protection.

Headset Adjustment: Maintain proper headset adjustment. An overly tight headset can cause
premature wear, while a loose headset can lead to damage and unsafe riding conditions.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

Most issues related to the crown race are often linked to improper installation or general headset problems.

Clicking or Creaking Noise:

Cause: Crown race not fully seated, lack of grease, or loose headset.

Solution: Re-check crown race seating, apply grease to the crown race seat, and ensure
headset is properly adjusted.

Rough Steering or Binding:

Cause: Over-tightened headset, contaminated bearings, or damaged crown race/bearings.

Solution: Loosen headset adjustment slightly, disassemble and clean/regrease bearings, or
replace worn components.

Play in Headset:

Cause: Loose headset adjustment, incorrect component stack height, or worn bearings.

Solution: Adjust headset according to manufacturer specifications. Verify all components are
correctly installed and not worn.

If issues persist after troubleshooting, it is recommended to seek assistance from a qualified bicycle
mechanic.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Model Number CKS-CRNRC40-5230



Compatibility (Fork) 1-1/8" straight steerer with 30mm crown race seat

Compatibility (Headset) Cane Creek headsets with 1.5" lower bearing

Material Steel

Seal Type Low-friction face seal (blue)

Product Dimensions 3 x 2.95 x 0.6 inches

Item Weight 0.16 ounces

Feature Detail

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Cane Creek products are manufactured to high standards. For specific warranty information regarding your
40-Series Conversion Crown Race, please refer to the official Cane Creek website or contact their
customer support directly. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.
For technical assistance, installation queries, or warranty service, please visit the Cane Creek Store on
Amazon or the official Cane Creek website.

https://www.amazon.com/stores/Cane+Creek/page/7793ABD1-2449-4E0D-8D78-F97850BEBBF6
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