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Model: H2N

1. INTRODUCTION
This manual provides detailed instructions for the operation and maintenance of your Zoom H2n Handy Recorder. The

H2n is a portable digital recorder designed for high-quality audio capture in various environments. Please read this manual
thoroughly to ensure proper use and to maximize the performance of your device.

2. ProbucTt OVERVIEW

The Zoom H2n features multiple microphone configurations and intuitive controls for versatile recording. Familiarize
yourself with the device's components.
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Figure 2.1: Front view of the Zoom H2n Handy Recorder, showing the microphone grille, display, and control buttons.
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Figure 2.2: Side views illustrating the various controls and input/output ports, including Line In, Line Out, USB, Volume, and Mic Gain.

2.1 Key Components

¢ Microphone Grille: Houses the MS (Mid-Side) and XY stereo microphones.

o LCD Display: Shows recording status, settings, and menu options.

« Recording Button: Initiates and stops recording.

« Navigation Buttons: Used for menu navigation and playback control.

« Mic Gain Dial: Adjusts the input sensitivity of the microphones.

o Line In Jack: 3.5mm stereo input for external microphones or line-level devices.

o Line Out/Headphone Jack: 3.5mm stereo output for monitoring or connecting to other audio equipment.
o USB Port: For connecting to a computer for data transfer or as a USB microphone.

+ Power/Hold Switch: Turns the device on/off and locks controls.

3. SETUP

3.1 Battery Installation
The H2n operates on two AA batteries. For optimal performance, use alkaline or rechargeable NiMH batteries.

1. Locate the battery compartment cover on the back of the unit.
2. Slide the cover downwards to open it.
3. Insert two AA batteries, ensuring correct polarity (+/-) as indicated inside the compartment.

4. Close the battery compartment cover by sliding it upwards until it clicks into place.



Figure 3.1: Battery compartment of the Zoom H2n, open to show the insertion of two AA batteries.

3.2 Inserting a microSD Card
The H2n records directly to a microSD or microSDHC card. A card is required for recording.

1. Locate the microSD card slot on the side of the unit.
2. Insert the microSD card with the contacts facing upwards until it clicks into place.

3. To remove, push the card gently until it springs out.

Note: Always format a new microSD card using the H2n's menu before first use to ensure compatibility and optimal
performance.

4. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

4.1 Power On/Off

o To Power On: Slide the Power/Hold switch downwards and hold for a few seconds until the display illuminates.
o To Power Off: Slide the Power/Hold switch downwards and hold for a few seconds until the display turns off.

o Hold Function: Slide the Power/Hold switch upwards to the 'HOLD' position to lock all buttons and prevent
accidental operation during recording or transport.

4.2 Basic Recording

1. Select Recording Mode: Use the menu to select your desired recording mode (e.g., MS, XY, 2ch, 4ch).

2. Adjust Mic Gain: Rotate the Mic Gain dial on the side of the unit to set the input level. Monitor the level meters on

the LCD display to avoid clipping (distortion). Aim for peak levels around -12dB to -6dB.

3. Start Recording: Press the red RECORD button once. The recording indicator will illuminate, and the time counter

will begin.

4. Stop Recording: Press the red RECORD button again. The recording will stop, and the file will be saved.

5. RecorbpIiNGg MoODES

The H2n offers multiple microphone configurations to suit various recording scenarios.



MS (Mid-Side) Stereo: This mode uses a forward-facing 'Mid" microphone and a side-facing 'Side' microphone. It
allows for adjustable stereo width after recording, providing flexibility in post-production. Ideal for capturing ambient
sounds or music with a sense of space.

XY Stereo: This configuration uses two unidirectional microphones positioned at a 90-degree angle. It provides a
natural and realistic stereo image with excellent depth and localization. Suitable for recording live performances,
interviews, or acoustic instruments.

2-Channel Mode: Records a standard stereo file using either the MS or XY microphone configuration.

4-Channel Mode: Simultaneously records both the MS and XY microphone signals as separate stereo pairs. This
allows for advanced mixing and sound design possibilities, including creating immersive surround sound.

6. PLAayBACK AND FILE MANAGEMENT

6.1 Playback

1.
2,
3.
4,

Press the PLAY/PAUSE button to enter playback mode.

Use the navigation buttons to select a file.

Press PLAY/PAUSE again to start playback.

Adjust the volume using the VOLUME +/- buttons on the side.

6.2 Transferring Files to a Computer

Connect the H2n to your computer using a USB cable to transfer recorded files.

1.
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Ensure the H2n is powered off.

Connect the H2n to your computer's USB port using a Mini-USB cable.

Power on the H2n. The device will prompt you to select "Storage" or "Audio Interface".
Select "Storage" to access the microSD card as a removable drive on your computer.
Drag and drop files from the H2n's storage to your computer.

Safely eject the H2n from your computer before disconnecting the USB cable.

7. AbvANCED FEATURES

The H2n includes several advanced functions to enhance your recordings and playback.

Lo-cut Filter: Reduces unwanted low-frequency noise such as wind or rumble.
Compressor/Limiter: Helps to control dynamic range, preventing clipping and making quiet sounds more audible.
Auto Gain: Automatically adjusts the recording level to maintain an optimal signal.

Pre-Rec: Captures a few seconds of audio before you press the record button, ensuring you don't miss the
beginning of a sound event.

Auto-Rec: Starts recording automatically when the input signal exceeds a set threshold.
Tuner: Built-in tuner for musical instruments.

Metronome: Provides a click track for practice or timing.

Variable Speed Playback: Adjusts playback speed without changing pitch.

Key Control: Changes the playback key without altering speed.

A-B Repeat: Allows for looping a specific section of an audio file.

File Dividing: Splits a single audio file into multiple smaller files.

Normalize: Adjusts the overall volume of a recording to a consistent level.

MP3 Post-Encode: Converts WAV files to MP3 format after recording.



o Marker: Adds markers to recordings for easy navigation to specific points.

o Surround Mixer: For mixing the 4-channel recordings into a stereo or surround file.

Refer to the on-screen menu and the full PDF user manual for detailed instructions on accessing and configuring these
features.

8. MAINTENANCE

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the exterior of the unit. Do not use liquid cleaners or solvents.

Storage: Store the H2n in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures. Remove batteries
if storing for extended periods.

Microphone Care: Avoid exposing the microphone grilles to dust, moisture, or direct impact.

o Firmware Updates: Periodically check the official Zoom website for firmware updates to ensure optimal
performance and access to new features.

9. TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause / Solution

Check battery installation and charge level. Ensure the Power/Hold switch is not in the

Unit does not power on. N
'HOLD' position.

No sound during Verify microphone gain settings. Check headphone/line out connections and volume levels.
recording or playback. Ensure a microSD card is inserted and formatted.

Recording sounds Adjust the Mic Gain dial. If distorted, reduce gain. If too quiet, increase gain. Ensure input
distorted or too quiet. levels are within the optimal range (-12dB to -6dB).

Cannot transfer files to Ensure the H2n is connected via USB and "Storage" mode is selected. Try a different USB
computer. port or cable.

Reformat the microSD card using the H2n's menu (this will erase all data). Try a different
microSD card.

MicroSD card error.

10. SPECIFICATIONS

Key technical specifications for the Zoom H2n Handy Recorder.
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Figure 10.1: Diagram illustrating the physical dimensions of the Zoom H2n Handy Recorder.

Detail

microSD card (16MB — 2GB), microSDHC card (4GB — 32GB)
WAV (16/24-bit, 44.1/48/96kHz), MP3 (48-320kbps, 44.1kHz)
Mid-Side (MS) stereo, 90° XY stereo

1.8-inch backlit LCD

LINE IN (8.5mm stereo mini jack)

LINE OUT/HEADPHONE (3.5mm stereo mini jack)

Mini-B type (USB 2.0 High Speed)

2 AA batteries (alkaline or NiMH) or AC adapter (AD-17, sold separately)
Approximately 20 hours (alkaline batteries, 44.1kHz/16-bit WAV)
67.6 (W) x 113.5 (D) x 42.7 (H) mm / 2.66 x 4.47 x 1.68 inches

1309 / 4.6 oz (without batteries)

11. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information, please refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit the official Zoom

website. For technical support, product registration, and additional resources, please visit the Zoom North America

website.

A comprehensive User Manual in PDF format is also available for download:Download PDF User Manual.
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