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Whirlpool LA-1044 Dryer Heater Kit Installation and Maintenance
Guide

Model: LA-1044

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective installation, operation, and maintenance of the
Whirlpool LA-1044 Dryer Heater Kit. This kit is a genuine replacement part designed to restore heating functionality to
compatible dryers. It includes the heating element and a high-limit thermostat.

Image 1.1: The Whirlpool LA-1044 Dryer Heater Kit, showing the heating element and the high-limit thermostat.

2. IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Before attempting any installation or maintenance, always disconnect power to the dryer at the circuit
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breaker or fuse box. Failure to do so can result in electric shock, serious injury, or death.

o Ensure the dryer is unplugged or the power supply is turned off before beginning work.
o Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, such as gloves, to prevent injury.
o If you are unsure about any step, consult a qualified appliance technician.

o Keep all parts and tools away from children.

3. Package CONTENTS

The Whirlpool LA-1044 Heater Kit typically includes the following components:

o Heating Element Assembly

o High-Limit Thermostat (248 degrees Fahrenheit)

4. PrRobucT SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Part Number LA-1044

Voltage 240 Volts

Wattage 4750 Watts

High-Limit Thermostat 248 degrees Fahrenheit
Item Weight 13.6 ounces

Product Dimensions 11.9 x 5.4 x 5.9 inches
Manufacturer Whirlpool

5. INsTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

The installation process for a dryer heating element and thermostat can vary slightly depending on your specific dryer
model. The following steps provide a general guide. Always refer to your dryer's service manual for model-specific
instructions.
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Image 5.1: The Whirlpool LA-1044 Heater Kit, showing the heating element and thermostat, often found within the dryer's heating chamber.
Required Tools (Typical):

o Screwdrivers (Phillips and Flathead)
o Nut Drivers or Socket Set
o Pliers

o Multimeter (for testing, optional but recommended)

Step-by-Step Guide:
1. Disconnect Power: Unplug the dryer from the wall outlet or turn off the circuit breaker supplying power to the dryer.
Verify power is off.

2. Access the Dryer Interior: Depending on your dryer model, you may need to remove the top panel, front panel, or
rear panel to access the heating element housing. This often involves removing screws and clips.

3. Locate the Heating Element: The heating element is typically housed in a metal chamber at the rear or bottom of
the dryer. The high-limit thermostat is usually mounted near the heating element.



4. Disconnect Wires: Carefully disconnect the electrical wires attached to the old heating element and thermostat.
Note their positions or take a photo for reassembly.

5. Remove Old Components: Unscrew or unclip the old heating element assembly and thermostat from their
mounting brackets. You may need to remove the dryer drum or other components to gain full access.

6. Install New Components: Position the new Whirlpool LA-1044 heating element assembly and high-limit thermostat
in place. Secure them with the original screws or clips. Ensure all mounting points are firm.

7. Reconnect Wires: Reattach the electrical wires to the new heating element and thermostat, ensuring they are
connected to the correct terminals. Make sure connections are secure.

8. Reassemble Dryer: Carefully reassemble any panels or components that were removed. Ensure all screws and
clips are securely fastened.

9. Restore Power and Test: Plug the dryer back into the wall outlet or turn on the circuit breaker. Run a short cycle
with no load to verify that the dryer heats correctly. Monitor for any unusual noises or smells.

6. OPERATION

Once correctly installed, the Whirlpool LA-1044 Heater Kit will restore the heating function of your dryer. The heating
element generates the heat required for drying clothes, and the high-limit thermostat acts as a safety device, preventing
the dryer from overheating by cutting power to the heating element if temperatures exceed a safe threshold (248°F).

No specific user operation is required for this component beyond the normal use of your dryer. Ensure proper dryer usage
as outlined in your dryer's user manual.

7. MAINTENANCE

While the heater kit itself requires no routine maintenance, proper dryer maintenance is crucial for its longevity and
efficient operation:

o Clean Lint Filter: Clean the lint filter before or after every load to ensure proper airflow and prevent overheating.

« Inspect Venting: Periodically check the dryer's exhaust vent for lint buildup or obstructions. A clogged vent can
cause the dryer to overheat, leading to premature failure of the heating element or thermostat.

o Professional Cleaning: Consider professional dryer vent cleaning every 1-2 years, especially if drying times
increase.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If your dryer is not heating after installing the LA-1044 Heater Kit, consider the following:

¢ No Heat:
o Power Supply: Ensure the dryer is receiving full 240V power. Check the circuit breaker.

o Wiring Connections: Verify all electrical connections to the heating element and thermostat are secure and
correctly attached.

o Thermal Fuse: Some dryers have an additional thermal fuse that can blow if the dryer overheats. This fuse is
usually not included in the heater kit and would need to be checked and replaced if faulty.

o Other Components: Other components like the cycling thermostat or timer could also prevent heating.

o Element Fails Quickly:

o Restricted Airflow: The most common cause of premature element failure is poor airflow due to a clogged lint
filter or exhaust vent. Ensure proper ventilation.

o Overloading: Consistently overloading the dryer can stress the heating element.



If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the issue, it is recommended to contact a qualified appliance repair technician.

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

The Whirlpool LA-1044 Heater Kit comes with a 1-year manufacturer's warranty. For warranty claims or technical
support, please refer to the contact information provided with your purchase or visit the official Whirlpool website.
For additional assistance or to locate a service professional, you may visit theWhirlpool Store on Amazon.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do | reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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