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Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse Instruction Manual
Genuine Replacement Part for Whirlpool Appliances

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper handling, installation, and understanding of the
Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse. This component is a genuine OEM authorized part designed for various
Whirlpool brand models, primarily in dryers and other appliances requiring thermal protection.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Always disconnect power to the appliance before attempting any repairs or installations.
Failure to do so can result in serious injury or death from electrical shock. If you are unsure about
performing this repair, consult a qualified appliance technician.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, such as gloves and eye protection.

Ensure the work area is well-lit and clear of obstructions.

This thermal fuse is a safety device. Do not bypass or modify it.

Verify that the replacement part matches the original part number to ensure compatibility and proper
function.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse is a critical safety component in many Whirlpool appliances,
particularly dryers. Its primary function is to protect the appliance from overheating by interrupting the
electrical circuit if the temperature exceeds a safe limit. This is a one-time use device; once it trips, it must
be replaced.
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Image 1: The Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse. This component is designed to break the electrical circuit if an unsafe
temperature is reached, preventing damage to the appliance.

4. SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail

Part Number 3196548 (OEM Part #)

Model Number WP3196548

Brand Whirlpool

Material Nickel-plated Copper

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Dimensions (L x W x H) 1 x 1 x 1 inches (approximate)

GTIN/UPC 680277487294

5. INSTALLATION

The Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse is typically found in the heating circuit of dryers. Installation involves
replacing a failed fuse. Due to the electrical nature and potential for gas connections in some dryers,
professional installation is recommended. If performing a DIY replacement, proceed with extreme caution.

General Installation Steps (Consult Appliance Service Manual for Specifics):

1. Disconnect Power: Unplug the appliance from the electrical outlet or turn off the circuit breaker. For
gas dryers, also turn off the gas supply.

2. Access the Fuse: Depending on your appliance model, you may need to remove the back panel, top
panel, or front panel to access the thermal fuse. Refer to your appliance's specific service manual.

3. Locate the Fuse: The thermal fuse is usually a small, white plastic component with two wire
terminals, often located near the heating element or blower housing.

4. Test for Continuity (Optional but Recommended): Use a multimeter to test the suspected fuse for
continuity. A good fuse will show continuity (a reading of 0 or close to 0 ohms), while a blown fuse will
show no continuity (an open circuit).



5. Remove Old Fuse: Disconnect the wires from the old fuse and unmount it from its position. Note the
orientation of the wires for correct reinstallation.

6. Install New Fuse: Mount the new Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse in the same location and
connect the wires securely. Ensure all connections are tight.

7. Reassemble Appliance: Reattach any panels removed during access.

8. Restore Power: Plug the appliance back in or turn on the circuit breaker and gas supply (if
applicable).

9. Test Appliance: Run a short cycle to ensure the appliance functions correctly.

Image 2: Whirlpool Corporation Factory Certified Parts & Accessories. Using genuine parts like the 3196548 thermal fuse
ensures compatibility and maintains appliance safety standards.

6. OPERATING PRINCIPLE

The thermal fuse is a non-resettable safety device. It contains a heat-sensitive element that melts and
breaks the electrical circuit if the temperature inside the appliance, typically a dryer, exceeds a
predetermined safe operating limit. This prevents potential fire hazards or damage to other components
caused by overheating. Once the fuse trips, it cannot be reset and must be replaced.

7. MAINTENANCE

The Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse itself does not require maintenance. It is designed to fail safely when
exposed to excessive heat. If the thermal fuse has tripped, it indicates an underlying issue causing the
appliance to overheat. It is crucial to identify and resolve the root cause of the overheating (e.g., clogged
dryer vents, faulty heating element, malfunctioning thermostat) before installing a new fuse to prevent
repeated failures.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If your appliance, such as a dryer, is not heating or not starting, and you suspect the thermal fuse:

No Heat: A blown thermal fuse is a common cause for a dryer to run but not produce heat.

No Start: In some models, a blown thermal fuse can prevent the dryer from starting at all.

Visual Inspection: While often not visibly damaged, sometimes a blown fuse might show signs of
discoloration or a broken internal element.

Continuity Test: The most reliable way to test a thermal fuse is with a multimeter set to continuity
mode. If there is no continuity, the fuse is blown and needs replacement.

Address Root Cause: Remember, replacing the fuse without addressing the cause of overheating
will likely lead to another fuse failure. Common causes include lint buildup in the exhaust vent, a
faulty cycling thermostat, or a defective heating element.



9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

As a genuine OEM authorized part, the Whirlpool 3196548 Thermal Fuse is manufactured to Whirlpool's
quality standards. For specific warranty information regarding replacement parts, please refer to your
appliance's original warranty documentation or contact Whirlpool customer support directly. Using genuine
parts helps maintain the validity of your appliance's warranty.
For technical assistance or to locate a certified service technician, visit the official Whirlpool Store or their
official website.

This manual is for informational purposes only. Always consult a qualified technician for complex repairs.
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