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1. INTRODUCTION

This instruction manual provides essential information for the proper installation, operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting of your Monroe 55897 Rear Gas-Matic Shock Absorber. This product is designed to restore and maintain
your vehicle's ride control, stability, and comfort by effectively dampening suspension oscillations. Please read this
manual thoroughly before proceeding with installation or any related procedures to ensure safety and optimal
performance.

2. SETUP & INSTALLATION

Proper installation is crucial for the performance and longevity of your shock absorber. If you are not experienced with
automotive suspension work, it is recommended to seek professional assistance.

2.1 Safety Precautions

o Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including safety glasses and gloves.

o Ensure the vehicle is securely supported on jack stands or a lift before beginning any work. Never rely solely on a
jack.

o Disconnect the vehicle's battery if working near electrical components.
o Be aware of hot engine components and exhaust system.

« Do not compress or extend the shock absorber using excessive force or tools that could damage the shaft or seals.

2.2 Required Tools

o Vehicle jack and jack stands
o Socket wrench set

¢ Open-end wrench set


https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/monroe

o Torque wrench

o Penetrating oil (optional, for rusted fasteners)

o Wire brush (optional, for cleaning mounting points)

2.3 Installation Steps

1.

Prepare the Vehicle: Park the vehicle on a level surface, engage the parking brake, and block the wheels. Loosen
the lug nuts on the rear wheels.

Lift and Secure: Jack up the rear of the vehicle and place it securely on jack stands. Remove the rear wheels.

Locate and Remove Old Shock: Identify the existing rear shock absorber. Using appropriate wrenches, loosen
and remove the upper and lower mounting bolts/nuts. You may need to support the axle or suspension arm to
relieve tension on the shock. Carefully remove the old shock absorber.

Inspect Mounting Points: Clean any rust or debris from the shock mounting points on the vehicle frame and
axle/suspension arm.

Prepare New Shock: Unpack the new Monroe 55897 shock absorber and its hardware. Ensure all components
(bushings, washers, nuts) are present.

Install New Shock: Position the new shock absorber into the mounting locations. Install the upper mounting bolt/nut
first, then the lower. Hand-tighten all fasteners initially. Ensure bushings are correctly seated.

Torque Fasteners: Refer to your vehicle's service manual for the correct torque specifications for the shock
absorber mounting bolts. Use a torque wrench to tighten all fasteners to the specified values. Do not overtighten.

Reassemble: Reinstall the rear wheels and tighten the lug nuts. Lower the vehicle to the ground and torque the lug
nuts to the manufacturer's specifications.

Final Check: Bounce the vehicle's rear end a few times to settle the suspension. Visually inspect all installed
components to ensure they are secure and properly aligned.

Image shows the yellow Monroe 55897 Gas-Matic shock absorber along with its accompanying mounting hardware, including nuts,

washers, and bushings. This illustrates the complete product as it would be received for installation.

3. OPERATION

The Monroe 55897 Gas-Matic Shock Absorber is a passive component of your vehicle's suspension system. Its primary
function is to dampen the oscillations of the springs, preventing excessive bouncing and swaying. By converting kinetic
energy from suspension movement into heat, the shock absorber helps maintain consistent tire contact with the road
surface, which is critical for steering, braking, and overall vehicle control. Once installed, the shock absorber operates
continuously as the vehicle moves, adapting to road conditions to provide a stable and comfortable ride.

4. MAINTENANCE




Monroe shock absorbers are designed for durability and require minimal routine maintenance. However, periodic
inspection is recommended to ensure continued optimal performance and safety.

» Visual Inspection: Regularly inspect the shock absorbers for signs of damage, such as dents, rust, or bent shafts.
Check for any fluid leaks around the seals, which indicate a failing shock.

+ Mounting Hardware: Periodically check the tightness of the upper and lower mounting bolts/nuts. Loose fasteners
can lead to noise and premature wear.

« Bushings: Inspect the rubber bushings for cracks, deterioration, or excessive wear. Worn bushings can cause
clunking noises and affect ride quality.

o Cleaning: Keep the shock absorbers relatively clean, especially around the shaft and seals, to prevent abrasive dirt
from entering the seal area.

If any issues are detected during inspection, it is advisable to replace the shock absorber or consult a qualified mechanic.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your vehicle's ride quality after installing new shock absorbers, consider the following
common problems and their potential solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution
Excessive Worn or faulty shock absorber; Inspect for leaks or damage; ensure correct part
Bouncing/Swaying incorrect shock for application. number was installed. Replace if necessary.
Clunking/Rattling Loose mounting hardware; worn Check and torque mounting bolts; inspect and replace
Noise bushings; damaged shock. worn bushings; replace damaged shock.
Harsh Incorrect shock for application; Verify correct part number; if new, allow for break-in
Ride/Stiffness damaged internal components. period; if persistent, consider replacement.

Worn suspension components Inspect shocks and other suspension parts; perform

Uneven Tire Wear , . , .
(including shocks); improper alignment. ~ wheel alignment.

If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the issue, it is recommended to consult a certified automotive technician.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

The following table outlines the key specifications for the Monroe 55897 Rear Gas-Matic Shock Absorber:

Attribute Value
Brand Monroe
Manufacturer Part Number 55897
Position Rear
Style Modern

Vehicle Service Type Car



7. WARRANTY & SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information regarding your Monroe 55897 Rear Gas-Matic Shock Absorber, please refer to the
official warranty statement provided by Monroe or visit the official Monroe website. Warranty terms and conditions
typically cover manufacturing defects and material flaws for a specified period or mileage.

For technical support, product inquiries, or to locate an authorized service center, please contact Monroe customer
service directly or visit their official website:

Monroe Official Website: www.monroe.com

Always ensure you have your product model number (55897) and purchase details available when contacting support.

© 2024 Monroe. All rights reserved. This manual is for informational purposes only.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do | reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question

Open the live page

https:/manuals.plus/asin/B004J2DAWU
More documents and user manuals: https:/manuals.plus/


https://www.monroe.com
http://127.0.0.1/privacy-policy
https://manuals.plus/asin/B004J2DAWU
https://manuals.plus/

	Monroe 55897
	Monroe 55897 Rear Gas-Matic Shock Absorber Instruction Manual
	1. Introduction
	2. Setup & Installation
	2.1 Safety Precautions
	2.2 Required Tools
	2.3 Installation Steps

	3. Operation
	4. Maintenance
	5. Troubleshooting
	6. Specifications
	7. Warranty & Support
	Ask a question about this manual


