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1. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: MacPherson strut spring replacement is a time-intensive job and can be dangerous if risks
are not understood. Always prioritize safety to prevent serious injury.

o Always wear safety glasses and protective gloves when performing automotive repair work.
» Ensure your work area is stable, level, and on a hard surface.

» Refer to your vehicle's manufacturer's maintenance manual for specific procedures, tools, and
parts.

o Struts are side-specific; ensure correct installation.

« When coils are compressed, the spring assembly stores tremendous energy. Ensure the spring
does not slip.

« Do not over-compress the spring; the coils should never touch.

« If the spring is dropped while compressed, the coils could pop loose and cause serious injury.
Handle with extreme caution.
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Image 1.1: The OEMTOOLS 27036 MacPherson Strut Spring Compressor set in its red storage case.

2. PropucT OVERVIEW

The OEMTOOLS 27036 MacPherson Strut Spring Compressor is designed to safely compress most
sizes of MacPherson strut springs. This tool facilitates the replacement of strut cartridges or strut
assembly repairs. It features broad spring contact and built-in detent pins to help lock the spring
securely in place during compression, enhancing safety and ease of use. The forged hooks and
hardened center screw are engineered for durability and long-lasting performance.
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Image 2.1: A close-up view of the spring compressor, highlighting the forged hooks and safety pins.

3. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature

Part Number

Item Weight

Product Dimensions
Material

Power Source

ltem Package Quantity

Special Features

Detail

27036

5.6 ounces

13.4 x 8 x 2.3 inches
Alloy Steel

Hand Powered

1 (Set of 2 compressors)

Heavy Duty, Built-in Detent Pins, Forged Hooks, Hardened Center Screw



12-1/4"

THREAD LENGTH: 9"

HEX SIZE: 3/4"
(19 MM)

Image 3.1: Dimensional specifications of the spring compressor.

4. SETUP AND PREPARATION

4.1 Vehicle Preparation

1.

Ensure the vehicle is on a stable, level, hard surface.

2. Chock the wheels securely before beginning any work.
3.
4
5

Lift the vehicle using a suitable lift or jack stands.

. Remove the wheel from the side where the strut will be replaced.

. Depending on your vehicle's make and model, you may need to move the brake line and sway bar

out of the way to access the strut assembly. Consult your vehicle's maintenance manual.

4.2 Tool Preparation

1.

Lubricate the threads on the center screw of the spring compressor with anti-seize compound to
prevent deterioration and ensure smooth operation.

Video 4.1: Official OEMTOOLS video demonstrating the use of the MacPherson Strut Spring Compressor for strut

replacement.



5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

5.1 Removing the Strut Assembly

1. Remove the two or three bolts that secure the lower mounting plate of the strut onto the spindle or
steering knuckle.

2. Under the hood, locate the disk-shaped top bearing plate connected to the strut tower. Remove
the three outer bolts, but do not remove the center bolt at this stage.

3. Carefully remove the entire strut assembly from the vehicle.

SAFETY LATCHES HELP LOCK THE SPRING
IN PLACE DURING COMPRESSION

Image 5.1: Removing the lower mounting bolts of the strut assembly.

5.2 Compressing the Spring

1. Secure the strut assembly in a sturdy vise to hold it firmly while working.

2. Attach the OEMTOOLS strut spring compressors to the coils by positioning the clamps on
opposite sides of the spring. This prevents bulging of the spring as it is compressed.

3. Ensure the safety pins are securely in place on the coils to prevent the clamps from slipping.

4. Tighten the clamps using a wrench. Alternate between the clamps, tightening them evenly to
maintain balance as the coils compress.

5. Continue clamping down on the spring until it is free from the spring saddle. Do not over-
compress; the coils should not touch.

6. With the spring compressed, carefully remove the top bearing plate by loosening the center nut



7.
8.

while holding the shaft securely with a wrench.
Carefully lift the compressed spring off the strut tower and set it aside in a safe location.

Remove the bump stop and rubber seal from the bottom of the strut.

Image 5.2: Spring compressor clamps securely attached to the strut spring.

5.3 Installing the New Strut Assembly
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Place the new strut into the vise and secure it.
Slide the bump stop and rubber seal onto the new strut.
Install the compressed spring onto the new strut, ensuring proper alignment with the strut.

Install the top bearing plate and tighten the center nut to the manufacturer's specifications, holding
the shaft securely.

Once the top bearing plate is securely in place, you can loosen the strut spring compressor
clamps. Alternate between the clamps and loosen them evenly to ensure the spring remains
balanced as it expands.

Remove the safety pins and the spring compressors.
Reinstall the new strut assembly onto your vehicle, reversing the removal steps.

Replace the wheel.



Image 5.3: Reinstalling the new strut assembly into the vehicle.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regularly inspect the spring compressors for any signs of wear, damage, or deformation.

Keep the threads of the center screw clean and lubricated with anti-seize compound to prevent

rust and ensure smooth operation.

Store the tool in its sturdy case to protect it from damage and environmental elements.

Clean the tool after each use to remove dirt, grease, and debris.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

o Clamps slipping: Ensure safety pins are fully engaged and clamps are positioned correctly on
opposite sides of the spring. The spring surface should be clean and free of excessive grease.

« Difficulty tightening: Apply more lubricant to the center screw threads. Ensure the clamps are
alternating evenly to prevent binding.



» Spring bulging unevenly: This indicates uneven tightening. Loosen the clamps slightly and re-
tighten them, alternating sides more frequently to ensure even compression.

« Post-replacement vehicle alignment issues: After replacing struts, it is always recommended to
have the vehicle's alignment checked by a qualified technician.

8. WARRANTY

This OEMTOOLS product is covered by an OEMTOOLS Limited Lifetime Warranty. For specific terms
and conditions, please refer to the official OEMTOOLS warranty documentation or contact customer
support.

9. SuPPORT

For further assistance, technical support, or to inquire about replacement parts, please visit the official
OEMTOOLS website or contact their customer service department. Always provide your product model
number (27036) when seeking support.

Online Resources: Visit the OEMTOOLS Store on Amazon


https://www.amazon.com/stores/OEMTOOLS/page/80B1931E-2F5E-4648-A4AA-D3BC124EEDAF
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