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Nikon F601 35mm SLR Film Camera User Manual
Model: F601

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the safe and effective use of your Nikon F601 35mm SLR
Film Camera. Please read this manual thoroughly before operating the camera to ensure proper
functionality and to maximize your photographic experience. The Nikon F601 is a sophisticated 35mm
Single-Lens Reflex camera designed for both amateur and advanced photographers, offering a range of
automatic and manual controls.

Figure 1: Front view of the Nikon F601 camera with an attached lens.
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2. SETUP

2.1. Battery Installation

The Nikon F601 requires a 6V lithium battery for operation. To install the battery:

1. Locate the battery compartment cover on the bottom of the camera.

2. Open the cover by sliding or twisting it according to the indicator.

3. Insert the 6V lithium battery, ensuring the correct polarity (+/-) as indicated inside the compartment.

4. Close the battery compartment cover securely.

Figure 2: Bottom view illustrating the battery compartment.

2.2. Lens Attachment

To attach a lens to the camera body:

1. Remove the body cap from the camera and the rear cap from the lens.

2. Align the mounting index (usually a white dot) on the lens with the corresponding index on the
camera body.

3. Insert the lens into the camera's lens mount and rotate it clockwise until it clicks into place.



Figure 3: Camera body with lens detached, showing the lens mount.

2.3. Film Loading

The F601 uses 35mm film. To load a film roll:

1. Open the camera back by pulling up the film rewind knob.

2. Place the film cartridge into the film chamber.

3. Pull the film leader across to the take-up spool, ensuring it engages with the sprocket teeth.

4. Close the camera back firmly. The camera will automatically advance the film to the first frame.



Figure 4: Rear view with the film door open for loading.

3. OPERATING THE CAMERA

3.1. Power On/Off

To power on the camera, slide the power switch (located near the shutter release button) to the 'ON'
position. The top LCD panel will illuminate, displaying current settings. To power off, slide the switch to
'OFF'.



Figure 5: Top panel controls and LCD display.

3.2. Exposure Modes

The F601 offers several exposure modes:

P (Programmed Auto): The camera automatically sets both shutter speed and aperture for optimal
exposure.

S (Shutter-Priority Auto): You set the shutter speed, and the camera selects the appropriate
aperture.

A (Aperture-Priority Auto): You set the aperture, and the camera selects the appropriate shutter
speed.

M (Manual): You manually set both shutter speed and aperture.

3.3. Autofocus Operation

To use autofocus, ensure the lens is set to AF mode. Press the shutter release button halfway down to
activate the autofocus system. The camera will focus on the subject within the active focus area. A focus
confirmation indicator in the viewfinder will light up when focus is achieved.

3.4. Shutter Release

Once focus is achieved and exposure settings are satisfactory, press the shutter release button fully to
take a photograph. The camera will automatically advance the film to the next frame.

3.5. Film Rewinding

When the entire roll of film has been exposed, the camera will automatically rewind the film back into its
cartridge. If manual rewind is desired before the roll is finished, consult the camera's specific controls for
manual rewind (typically a button on the bottom or side).



4. MAINTENANCE

4.1. Cleaning the Camera

Regular cleaning helps maintain your camera's performance and longevity:

Use a soft, lint-free cloth to wipe the camera body.

For the lens, use a lens brush or blower to remove dust, followed by a lens cleaning solution and a
microfiber cloth if necessary. Avoid touching the lens surface with your fingers.

Keep the viewfinder and LCD screen clean with a soft cloth.

4.2. Battery Care

Remove the battery if the camera will not be used for an extended period to prevent leakage. Store
batteries in a cool, dry place.

4.3. Storage

Store the camera in a dry, dust-free environment, away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.
Use a camera bag for protection during transport.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your Nikon F601.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Camera does
not power on.

Dead or incorrectly installed battery.
Check battery polarity; replace with a fresh
battery.

Film does not
advance.

Film not loaded correctly; film leader
not engaged.

Re-open camera back and re-load film,
ensuring leader is properly engaged.

Autofocus not
working.

Lens set to manual focus;
insufficient light; subject too close.

Set lens to AF; ensure adequate lighting;
check minimum focusing distance.

Photos are
blurry.

Camera shake; incorrect focus; slow
shutter speed.

Use a faster shutter speed or tripod; ensure
proper focus.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Key technical specifications for the Nikon F601 camera body:

Feature Detail

Brand Nikon

Model Name F-601

Film Format Type 35mm

Minimum Shutter Speed 30 Seconds

Maximum Shutter Speed 30 seconds



Autofocus Points 11

Included Components Camera Body Only

Colour Black

Special Feature Compact

Feature Detail

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For information regarding warranty coverage and technical support for your Nikon F601 camera, please
refer to the warranty card included with your purchase or visit the official Nikon website. You can also find
additional resources and contact information on the Nikon Store.

© 2023 Nikon Corporation. All rights reserved. Information subject to change without notice.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/Nikon/page/AAF6A65D-FEF9-4940-8335-E17FDD717B8C
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