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Nikon D40 Digital SLR Camera Instruction Manual
Your comprehensive guide to operating and maintaining your Nikon D40 camera.

Setup Operating Maintenance Troubleshooting Specifications Warranty & Support

INTRODUCTION TO THE NIKON D40

This manual provides detailed instructions for the safe and effective use of your Nikon D40 Digital SLR
camera. Please read this manual thoroughly before using the camera to ensure proper operation and to
maximize its performance. Keep this manual accessible for future reference.

1. SETUP

1.1 Unpacking and Initial Inspection

Carefully remove all items from the packaging. Verify that all components listed in the packing list are
present. If any items are missing or damaged, contact your retailer.

1.2 Attaching the Camera Strap

Thread the camera strap through the strap lugs on both sides of the camera body. Ensure the strap is
securely fastened to prevent accidental drops.

1.3 Inserting the Battery

1. Open the battery chamber cover located at the bottom of the camera.

2. Insert the EN-EL9 rechargeable Li-ion battery with the contacts facing inward, as indicated by the
diagram inside the chamber.

3. Close the battery chamber cover until it clicks securely.

1.4 Charging the Battery

Use the supplied MH-23 Quick Charger to charge the EN-EL9 battery. Connect the charger to a power
outlet and insert the battery. The charging indicator light will show the charging status. A full charge
typically takes approximately 90 minutes.
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1.5 Inserting a Memory Card

The Nikon D40 uses SD (Secure Digital) memory cards. Open the memory card slot cover. Insert the SD
card with the label facing the back of the camera until it clicks into place. Close the cover.

1.6 Attaching a Lens

Align the mounting mark on the lens with the lens mount index on the camera body. Rotate the lens
counter-clockwise until it clicks into place. Remove the body cap and rear lens cap before attachment.

2. OPERATING THE CAMERA

2.1 Powering On/Off

Rotate the power switch around the shutter-release button to the "ON" position to power on the camera. To
power off, rotate it to the "OFF" position.

2.2 Basic Shooting Modes

The mode dial on the top of the camera allows selection of various shooting modes:

Auto Mode: Camera automatically sets optimal exposure and other settings.

Programmed Auto (P): Camera sets shutter speed and aperture for optimal exposure; user can shift
program.

Shutter-Priority Auto (S): User selects shutter speed; camera selects aperture.

Aperture-Priority Auto (A): User selects aperture; camera selects shutter speed.

Manual (M): User controls both shutter speed and aperture.

Scene Modes: Optimized settings for specific scenes (e.g., Portrait, Landscape, Child, Sports, Close
Up, Night Portrait).

2.3 Focusing

The D40 uses autofocus (AF). Half-press the shutter-release button to activate autofocus. The camera will
focus on the subject in the selected focus area. Manual focus is also available by rotating the focus ring on
the lens.

2.4 Taking Pictures

1. Turn the camera on.

2. Select a shooting mode using the mode dial.

3. Compose your shot through the viewfinder.

4. Half-press the shutter-release button to focus.

5. Fully press the shutter-release button to take the picture.

2.5 Reviewing Images

Press the Playback button (usually marked with a play icon) to view captured images on the LCD monitor.
Use the multi-selector to scroll through images.

3. MAINTENANCE

3.1 Cleaning the Camera Body



Wipe the camera body with a soft, dry cloth. For stubborn dirt, use a cloth lightly dampened with water or a
mild cleaning solution specifically designed for electronics. Avoid using harsh chemicals.

3.2 Cleaning the Lens

Use a blower brush to remove dust from the lens surface. For smudges or fingerprints, use a lens cleaning
solution and a microfiber lens cloth. Apply the solution to the cloth, not directly to the lens.

3.3 Sensor Cleaning

The D40 features an integrated dust reduction system. If dust spots appear on images, manual sensor
cleaning may be required. This is a delicate procedure and should only be performed by experienced users
or a professional service center. Refer to the camera's menu for the "Clean image sensor" option.

3.4 Battery Care

Store batteries in a cool, dry place. Do not expose them to extreme temperatures. If the camera will not be
used for an extended period, remove the battery.

4. TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Camera does not
turn on.

Battery is depleted or
incorrectly inserted.

Charge the battery or reinsert it correctly.

Images are
blurry.

Incorrect focus, camera
shake, or dirty lens.

Ensure proper focus, use a faster shutter speed or tripod,
clean the lens.

"CHA" or "FOR"
error on display.

Memory card error or
card needs formatting.

Try reinserting the card. If the error persists, format the
card (all data will be lost) or try a different card.

Flash does not
fire.

Flash mode is off, or
subject is too far.

Check flash settings. Ensure subject is within flash range.

5. SPECIFICATIONS

Model: Nikon D40

Type: Digital single-lens reflex camera

Lens Mount: Nikon F mount (with AF coupling and AF contacts)

Image Sensor: 23.7 x 15.6 mm CCD sensor

Effective Pixels: 6.1 million

Storage Media: SD memory cards

Monitor: 2.5-in., 230,000-dot, low-temperature polysilicon TFT LCD

Power Source: One rechargeable Nikon EN-EL9 Li-ion battery

Dimensions (W x H x D): Approx. 126 x 94 x 64 mm (5.0 x 3.7 x 2.5 in.)

Weight: Approx. 475 g (1 lb. 0.8 oz.) without battery, memory card, or body cap

Specifications are subject to change without notice.

6. WARRANTY & SUPPORT



6.1 Limited Warranty

Nikon provides a limited warranty for the D40 camera against defects in materials and workmanship for a
specified period from the date of purchase. Please refer to the warranty card included with your product for
specific terms and conditions, including warranty duration and coverage details. Keep your proof of
purchase for warranty claims.

6.2 Customer Support

For technical assistance, service, or further information, please visit the official Nikon support website or
contact your regional Nikon customer service center. Contact details can typically be found on the Nikon
website or in the warranty documentation.

Online Support: www.nikonusa.com/support (Example link, verify official site)

Service Centers: Refer to your local Nikon distributor's website for a list of authorized service centers.

© 2026 Nikon Corporation. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

https://www.nikonusa.com/support

	Nikon D40
	Nikon D40 Digital SLR Camera Instruction Manual
	Introduction to the Nikon D40
	1. Setup
	1.1 Unpacking and Initial Inspection
	1.2 Attaching the Camera Strap
	1.3 Inserting the Battery
	1.4 Charging the Battery
	1.5 Inserting a Memory Card
	1.6 Attaching a Lens

	2. Operating the Camera
	2.1 Powering On/Off
	2.2 Basic Shooting Modes
	2.3 Focusing
	2.4 Taking Pictures
	2.5 Reviewing Images

	3. Maintenance
	3.1 Cleaning the Camera Body
	3.2 Cleaning the Lens
	3.3 Sensor Cleaning
	3.4 Battery Care

	4. Troubleshooting
	5. Specifications
	6. Warranty & Support
	6.1 Limited Warranty
	6.2 Customer Support



