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Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck

1995 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck Owner's Manual

Your comprehensive guide to operating and maintaining your vehicle.

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and efficient operation, maintenance, and care of your
1995 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck. Familiarize yourself with its contents to ensure a thorough understanding of
your vehicle's features and capabilities. Adhering to the guidelines presented herein will contribute to the longevity

and optimal performance of your truck.
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Image: Front cover of the original owner's manual for the 1995 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck. The cover features the Dodge
logo and vehicle model information.

INITIAL SETUP AND FAMILIARIZATION

Before operating your Dodge Dakota, it is important to become familiar with its primary controls and adjustments.

Driver's Compartment Overview

« Seat Adjustment: Locate the lever or control on the side of the seat to adjust its position forward,
backward, and for recline. Ensure a comfortable and safe driving posture.

o Mirror Adjustment: Adjust the interior rearview mirror and exterior side mirrors to provide clear visibility of
the areas behind and to the sides of the vehicle.
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« Steering Wheel: Some models may feature tilt steering. Adjust the steering wheel position for optimal
comfort and control.

Dashboard Controls

« Ignition Switch: Insert the key and turn to the 'ACC', 'ON', or 'START' positions as required.

o Lighting Controls: Typically located on the dashboard or a stalk near the steering wheel. Controls include
headlights, parking lights, and instrument panel illumination.

« Wiper/Washer Controls: Operate the windshield wipers and washer fluid system using the stalk on the
steering column.

« Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC): Controls for fan speed, temperature, and air
distribution are located on the center console.

OPERATING YOUR VEHICLE

This section details the procedures for starting, driving, and stopping your 1995 Dodge Dakota.

Starting the Engine

1. Ensure the transmission is in 'PARK' (automatic) or 'NEUTRAL' (manual) and the parking brake is engaged.
2. Insert the key into the ignition and turn it to the 'START' position. Release the key once the engine starts.

3. Allow the engine to idle briefly, especially in cold weather, before driving.

Transmission Operation

« Automatic Transmission: Use the gear selector to choose 'P' (Park), 'R’ (Reverse), 'N' (Neutral), 'D’
(Drive), or lower gears for specific driving conditions. Always depress the brake pedal when shifting from 'P’
or'N".

« Manual Transmission: Depress the clutch pedal fully when shifting gears. Select the appropriate gear for
your speed and road conditions.

Braking System

Your Dakota is equipped with a hydraulic braking system. Apply steady pressure to the brake pedal for smooth
deceleration. For emergency stops, apply firm, continuous pressure. Avoid pumping the brakes on vehicles
equipped with Anti-lock Braking System (ABS).

Fueling Procedures

Always use the recommended fuel type specified in this manual. Turn off the engine before refueling. The fuel filler
cap is located on the side of the vehicle.

MAINTENANCE AND CARE

Regular maintenance is crucial for the reliability and longevity of your Dodge Dakota. Follow the recommended
service schedule.

Fluid Checks

« Engine Oil: Check oil level regularly using the dipstick. Add oil as needed, ensuring it meets the specified
viscosity and API service rating.

« Coolant: Verify coolant level in the reservoir when the engine is cool. Use the specified coolant type.

« Brake Fluid: Check the brake fluid level in the master cylinder reservoir. Low levels may indicate a leak or



worn brake pads.

« Power Steering Fluid: Check the power steering fluid level in its reservoir.

Tires

o Tire Pressure: Maintain correct tire pressure as indicated on the tire placard (usually inside the driver's door
jamb). Check pressure when tires are cold.

« Tire Rotation: Rotate tires at recommended intervals to promote even wear and extend tire life.

Battery Care

Keep battery terminals clean and free of corrosion. Ensure battery cables are securely fastened. If the vehicle is
stored for extended periods, consider using a battery tender.

Scheduled Maintenance

Refer to the maintenance schedule section in your physical manual for detailed intervals for oil changes, filter
replacements, spark plug service, and other critical inspections.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

This section provides guidance for addressing minor operational problems. For complex issues, consult a qualified
service technician.

Engine Will Not Start

« Check Battery: Ensure battery terminals are clean and tight. If the battery is weak, jump-start the vehicle.
o Fuel Level: Verify there is sufficient fuel in the tank.

« Ignition System: Listen for the starter motor engaging. If it cranks but doesn't start, there may be an issue
with fuel delivery or ignition.

Warning Lights llluminated

« Oil Pressure Light: If this light illuminates, stop the vehicle immediately and check the engine oil level. Do
not drive with low oil pressure.

« Check Engine Light: This indicates an emission control system malfunction. While often not critical for
immediate stopping, it should be diagnosed by a technician soon.

« Brake Warning Light: May indicate low brake fluid or a parking brake engaged. Check fluid level and
ensure the parking brake is fully released.

Flat Tire

Refer to the 'Changing a Flat Tire' section in your physical manual for detailed instructions on using the jack and
spare tire. Always ensure the vehicle is on a level, stable surface before attempting to change a tire.

SPECIFICATIONS

This section provides general technical specifications for the 1995 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck. Specific values
may vary based on trim level and optional equipment.

Category Specification

Engine Options V6 and V8 gasoline engines (e.g., 3.9L V6, 5.2L V8)



Category
Transmission

Fuel Tank Capacity
Towing Capacity
Tire Size

Electrical System

Specification

Manual or Automatic

Approximately 15-22 gallons (depending on configuration)
Varies by engine and configuration, typically 2,000 - 6,000 Ibs
Refer to tire placard on vehicle for exact size and pressure

12-volt, negative ground

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

This owner's manual was originally provided with your new 1995 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck and would have
included details on the manufacturer's limited warranty at the time of purchase. For current support or information
regarding your vehicle, it is recommended to contact an authorized Dodge service center or refer to official Dodge

resources.

Please note that warranty coverage is typically time and mileage-limited and may no longer be active for a vehicle
of this age. For parts and service, always use genuine Mopar parts or equivalent quality components.

This document is for informational purposes only and is based on the original 1995 Dodge Dakota Owner's Manual.
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