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Introduction

This manual provides comprehensive information regarding the Whirlpool 8171434K Active Carbon Pre-Filters. These
filters are designed to enhance air quality by capturing larger particles and neutralizing common household odors, thereby
extending the lifespan of your air purifier's main HEPA filter.

The Whirlpool 8171434K pre-filters are an essential component for maintaining optimal performance of compatible
Whirlpool air purifiers.

Product Overview

The Whirlpool 8171434K pre-filters are carbon-based filters designed to remove common household odors such as
smoke, cooking odors, pet odors, and volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Each package contains four pre-filters,
measuring approximately 16.5 inches by 19.125 inches. These filters play a crucial role in capturing larger airborne
particles like pet hair and dander, which helps to protect and prolong the life of the more expensive HEPA filter within your
air purifier system.
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This image displays a stack of four Whirlpool 8171434K Active Carbon Pre-Filters, as they are typically packaged. The
multi-pack ensures you have a supply for regular replacement, maintaining consistent air purification performance. The
filters are thin and flexible, designed for easy installation into compatible air purifier models.

Compatibility

These pre-filters are compatible with the following Whirlpool air purifier models:

AP51030K

AP45030K

APR45130L

APR45230L

AP51030KB

WP500

AP300

AP350

AP450

AP510

Always verify your air purifier's model number to ensure proper fit and function.

Setup and Installation

Follow these general steps to install or replace the pre-filters in your compatible Whirlpool air purifier. Refer to your
specific air purifier's manual for detailed instructions and safety precautions.

1. Power Off: Before beginning, ensure your air purifier is turned off and unplugged from the electrical outlet to prevent
accidental operation.

2. Access Filter Compartment: Locate and open the filter compartment door or panel on your air purifier. This usually
involves releasing latches or clips.

3. Remove Old Filter: Carefully remove the used pre-filter. It may be dusty or discolored. Dispose of the old filter
responsibly.

4. Install New Filter: Unpack a new Whirlpool 8171434K pre-filter. Position the new filter correctly within the
designated slot or frame. Some filters may have small pre-cut slits or tabs that align with guides on the air purifier's
grill for easy positioning. Ensure it lies flat and covers the entire intake area.

5. Close Compartment: Securely close the filter compartment door or panel, ensuring all latches or clips are
engaged.

6. Restore Power: Plug the air purifier back into the electrical outlet.

7. Reset Filter Indicator (if applicable): If your air purifier has a filter replacement indicator light, follow the
instructions in your air purifier's manual to reset it.



This image shows the packaging for the Whirlpool Air Purifier Pre-Filter Large, alongside a Whirlpool air purifier unit. It
illustrates the context in which these filters are used, highlighting their role as a component within the larger air purification
system. The packaging indicates the filter type and compatibility, aiding in correct product identification and installation.

Operating Principles

The Whirlpool 8171434K Active Carbon Pre-Filters operate on a dual-action principle:

Particle Capture: The fibrous material of the pre-filter is designed to trap larger airborne particles such as dust, lint,
pet hair, and dander. This initial filtration step prevents these larger contaminants from reaching and clogging the
more delicate HEPA filter, thereby extending the HEPA filter's effective life and maintaining the overall efficiency of
the air purifier.

Odor Absorption: Infused with activated carbon, these pre-filters possess a porous structure that adsorbs common
household odors and certain volatile organic compounds (VOCs). This includes odors from cooking, pets, smoke,
and general household activities, contributing to a fresher indoor environment.

By performing these functions, the pre-filter ensures that the air entering the main HEPA filter is cleaner, allowing the
HEPA filter to focus on capturing microscopic particles like allergens and mold spores.

Maintenance

Recommended Replacement Schedule

For optimal performance and air quality, it is recommended to replace the Whirlpool 8171434K Active Carbon Pre-Filters
approximately every three months. This schedule may vary depending on usage intensity, air quality in your environment,
and the presence of pets or smokers.

Cleaning Instructions

While these pre-filters are primarily designed for replacement, light cleaning can sometimes extend their immediate
usability in a pinch. You may gently vacuum the surface of the pre-filter to remove accumulated dust and larger debris.
However, this should not replace the recommended three-month replacement schedule, as the carbon's odor-absorbing
capacity diminishes over time and cannot be restored by vacuuming.

Do not wash these filters with water or any cleaning solutions, as this can damage the filter material and reduce its
effectiveness.

Troubleshooting

Reduced Airflow or Odor Persistence

Check Filter Installation: Ensure the pre-filter is correctly seated and not obstructed. A misaligned filter can impede
airflow.



Filter Clogging: If the filter appears heavily soiled or discolored, it may be clogged. Replace the pre-filter even if it's
before the recommended three-month interval, especially in environments with high dust or pet dander.

Odor Saturation: The activated carbon in the pre-filter has a finite capacity for odor absorption. If odors persist after
a recent filter change, or if the filter has been in use for an extended period, it indicates the carbon is saturated and
the filter needs replacement.

Main Filter Check: If replacing the pre-filter does not resolve issues with air quality or odors, the main HEPA filter in
your air purifier may also need to be checked and potentially replaced according to its own maintenance schedule.

Filter Does Not Fit

Verify Model Number: Double-check that your air purifier model is listed as compatible with the Whirlpool
8171434K pre-filters.

Orientation: Ensure the filter is oriented correctly. Some filters have a specific top/bottom or front/back.

Packaging Damage: Inspect the filter for any damage during shipping that might have altered its shape.

Specifications

Feature Detail

Model Number 8171434K

Brand Whirlpool

Material Carbon-based filter media

Product Dimensions (each filter) 16.5 x 0.25 x 19.25 inches (approximate)

Item Weight (per pack) 11 ounces (approximate)

Number of Items 4 pre-filters per pack

Compatible Devices Whirlpool Air Purifiers (specific models listed in Compatibility section)

Warranty and Support

Warranty Information

Specific warranty details for the Whirlpool 8171434K Active Carbon Pre-Filters are not provided within this user manual.
For information regarding product warranty, please refer to the original product packaging or contact Whirlpool customer
service directly.

Customer Support

For further assistance, technical support, or inquiries regarding your Whirlpool air purifier and its components, please
contact Whirlpool customer service. Contact information can typically be found on the Whirlpool official website or on your
air purifier's original documentation.

You may also visit the official Whirlpool store on Amazon for product information and support: Whirlpool Store on Amazon

© 2024 Whirlpool Corporation. All rights reserved.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL
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Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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