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Introduction

This manual provides detailed instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of your Blue Thumb DIY Pond
Waterfall 1500 Box. This unit is designed to create a beautiful waterfall feature while biologically filtering and aerating
pond water, contributing to a healthy aquatic environment for fish and plants. Please read these instructions thoroughly
before beginning installation.

Safety Information

o Always disconnect power to all pond equipment before performing any installation or maintenance.
o Ensure all electrical connections are waterproof and comply with local electrical codes.
o Do not operate the unit if any components are damaged.

o Keep children and pets away from the pond area during installation and operation.

Package Contents

Verify that all components are present before starting installation:

o Filter/Waterfall Unit

o Detachable Weir (14-inch spillway)

« Bio Filter Mat

o Mesh Media Bag

o Plumbing Fittings (1.5-inch for kink-free, vinyl, or PVC flex hose)
 Stainless Screws

e Screw Caps

o Liner Clips

o Silicone Sealant

o Installation Instructions (this manual)
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Setup

1. Location: Position the waterfall box at the desired location at the edge of your pond, ensuring it is level and
securely supported. The unit should be partially buried or camouflaged with rocks and landscaping.

2. Pond Liner Connection: Carefully cut the pond liner to fit around the opening of the waterfall box. Use the
provided liner clips and silicone sealant to create a watertight seal between the liner and the waterfall unit. Ensure
no wrinkles or folds compromise the seal.

3. Spillway Attachment: Attach the 14-inch detachable weir (spillway) to the front of the waterfall box using the
stainless screws and screw caps provided. Apply silicone sealant to ensure a watertight connection.

4. Pump and Plumbing: Connect your pond pump (not included) to the inlet fitting on the waterfall box using
appropriate 1.5-inch kink-free, vinyl, or PVC flex hose. Ensure all connections are tight and leak-free. The maximum
recommended flow rate for the pump is 2340 GPH.

5. Filter Media Placement: Place the bio filter mat inside the waterfall box. If using additional filter media (e.g., bio-
balls), place them in the mesh media bag and position them within the unit.

6. Final Checks: Fill the pond with water and check for any leaks around the waterfall box and plumbing connections
before starting the pump.

Image 1: The Blue Thumb DIY Pond Waterfall 1500 Box, showing the main unit with the detachable 14-inch spillway attached at the front.
The internal structure for filter media is visible.

Operating

Once installation is complete and checked for leaks, you can start your pond pump. Water will flow from the pump, into the
waterfall box, through the biological filter mat, and then cascade over the 14-inch spillway back into your pond. This
process provides both aesthetic appeal and essential biological filtration and aeration for your pond ecosystem.

Maintenance

o Filter Mat Cleaning: Periodically remove and rinse the bio filter mat with pond water (not chlorinated tap water) to
remove accumulated debris. The frequency depends on pond size and debris load. Avoid over-cleaning, as
beneficial bacteria reside on the mat.



o Debris Removal: Regularly inspect the waterfall box for large debris such as leaves or twigs and remove them to

prevent clogging.

o Winterization: In freezing climates, disconnect the pump and drain the waterfall box and plumbing lines to prevent
ice damage. Store the pump indoors. The waterfall box can remain in place if properly drained.

Troubleshooting

o Low Water Flow: Check the pump for clogs or blockages. Ensure hoses are not kinked. Clean the filter mat if it is

heavily soiled.

o Leaking: Inspect all plumbing connections and the liner seal for proper seating and damage. Reapply silicone

sealant if necessary.

o Cloudy Water: Ensure the filter mat is clean and properly seated. Check pond water parameters. Allow time for

biological filtration to establish.

Specifications

Product Dimensions
Item Weight
Spillway Width

Filter Capacity

Max Pump Flow Rate
Maximum Pond Size
Hose Fittings

Model Number

Warranty and Support

20.5 inches (L) x 20 inches (W) x 15.75 inches (H)
7.65 pounds

14 inches

Up to 1500 gallons

2340 GPH (Gallons Per Hour)

Up to 8 feet by 11 feet

1.5-inch (for kink-free, vinyl, or PVC flex hose)

1281

Specific warranty details for the Blue Thumb DIY Pond Waterfall 1500 Box are not provided in this document. For
warranty information, technical support, or replacement parts, please contact Blue Thumb customer service directly or
refer to the product packaging. Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase.
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