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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides detailed instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of your Piko
35271 G Electric Switch Drive. Please read this manual thoroughly before using the product to ensure safe
and correct operation.

The Piko 35271 is an electric switch drive designed for G scale model railway tracks, allowing for remote
control of track switches.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

This product is not a toy. It is intended for model railway enthusiasts aged 14 years and older.

Always disconnect power from the track system before installing or performing maintenance on the
switch drive.

Ensure all electrical connections are secure and properly insulated to prevent short circuits.

Do not expose the switch drive to moisture or extreme temperatures.

Keep small parts away from children to prevent choking hazards.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all components are present in the package:

Piko 35271 G Electric Switch Drive unit

Mounting screws (if applicable, check packaging)

Instruction manual (this document)
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Image 1: Main unit of the Piko 35271 G Electric Switch Drive. This image shows the overall appearance of the switch
drive, typically a compact black or dark-colored housing with connection points.

4. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Follow these steps to properly install the electric switch drive:

1. Prepare the Switch: Ensure the manual switch mechanism on your G scale track is free of
obstructions. If your switch has a manual spring, it may need to be removed for optimal electric drive
operation. Refer to your track switch's manual for specific instructions on removing the spring.

2. Position the Drive: Place the Piko 35271 electric switch drive next to the track switch. The drive
mechanism should align with the throw bar of the switch.

3. Mount the Drive: Secure the switch drive to the track base or layout using appropriate screws.
Ensure it is firmly attached and does not move during operation.

4. Connect Electrical Wires: The switch drive typically has two or three wires for connection to a
control box or power supply.

Connect the common wire (often black or brown) to the common terminal of your control unit.

Connect the two control wires (often red and green, or blue and yellow) to the respective output
terminals for switch control on your control unit.

Note: Pay close attention to wire colors and terminal markings on both the switch drive and your



control unit. The space for connections can be tight, so use appropriate wire gauges and ensure
secure connections.

5. Test Functionality: After all connections are made, apply power to your control unit and test the
switch drive. Operate the switch control to ensure the points move smoothly and fully in both
directions.

Image 2: Close-up view of the Piko 35271 G Electric Switch Drive, highlighting the electrical connection points and
mounting tabs. This image helps in identifying where wires should be connected and how the unit is secured.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once installed, the Piko 35271 G Electric Switch Drive is operated via a compatible control unit (sold
separately). The control unit sends electrical signals to the switch drive, causing it to change the direction
of the track points.

To change the switch direction, activate the corresponding button or lever on your control panel.

The switch drive will move the points to the selected position. A distinct clicking sound may be heard
during operation, which is normal.

Avoid continuously activating the switch drive in rapid succession, as this may lead to overheating or
premature wear.

6. MAINTENANCE

The Piko 35271 G Electric Switch Drive is designed for reliable operation with minimal maintenance.
However, periodic checks can extend its lifespan:

Cleaning: Keep the switch drive free from dust, dirt, and debris. Use a soft, dry cloth to gently wipe
the exterior. Do not use liquid cleaners or solvents.

Lubrication: The internal mechanism is factory-lubricated and generally does not require additional
lubrication. If the movement becomes stiff over time, consult a model railway specialist before
applying any lubricants.

Connection Check: Periodically inspect electrical connections to ensure they remain secure and
free from corrosion.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution



Switch drive
does not
respond.

No power; loose connection;
faulty control unit.

Check power supply to the control unit and track.
Verify all electrical connections are secure. Test with a
different control unit if available.

Switch
points do
not move
fully.

Obstruction in switch
mechanism; manual spring not
removed; incorrect alignment.

Inspect the track switch for debris. Ensure the manual
spring has been removed. Re-align and re-mount the
switch drive if necessary.

Switch drive
makes
unusual
noise.

Internal mechanism issue;
obstruction.

Disconnect power and inspect for any visible
obstructions. If the noise persists and operation is
impaired, contact Piko customer support.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Model Number: 35271

Scale: G

Product Dimensions: Approximately 0.01 x 0.01 x 0.01 inches (as per product data, actual size may
vary for model components)

Item Weight: Approximately 0.16 ounces

Manufacturer: Piko

Recommended Age: 14 years and up

9. CUSTOMER SUPPORT

For further assistance, technical support, or warranty inquiries, please contact Piko customer service
through their official website or authorized dealers. Keep your purchase receipt and model number (35271)
handy when contacting support.

Note: Specific warranty terms and conditions may vary by region and retailer. Please refer to the
documentation provided at the time of purchase for detailed warranty information.

© Piko. All rights reserved.


	Piko 35271
	Piko 35271 G Electric Switch Drive Instruction Manual
	1. Introduction
	2. Safety Information
	3. Package Contents
	4. Setup and Installation
	5. Operating Instructions
	6. Maintenance
	7. Troubleshooting
	8. Specifications
	9. Customer Support


