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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the proper use, installation, and maintenance of the Hagen Fluval G6
Pre-Filter Cartridge, Model A416. This cartridge is designed for use with the Fluval G6 Advanced Filter system to
ensure optimal mechanical filtration in both freshwater and marine aquarium environments.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Fluval G6 Pre-Filter Cartridge is a daily-use component engineered to trap suspended debris effectively. Its no-
bypass design ensures that all water passes through the pleated media, capturing solid waste before it can solubilize
in the aquarium water. This process enhances the efficiency of subsequent chemical and biological filtration stages
within the Fluval G6 Advanced Filter.
Key features include:

Effective mechanical filtration for fresh or marine applications.

No-bypass system ensures all debris is captured.

Contributes to less waste accumulation in the aquarium.

Easy to clean and maintain.
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Figure 1: Fluval G6 Pre-Filter Cartridge in its retail packaging. This image shows the cartridge's pleated design and overall structure.



Figure 2: A selection of Fluval G-series filter cartridges, illustrating the various types available, including the pre-filter cartridge.

3. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

The Fluval G6 Pre-Filter Cartridge is designed for straightforward installation into the Fluval G6 Advanced Filter.
Ensure the filter unit is disconnected from power and water flow is stopped before proceeding.

1. Prepare the Filter: Disconnect the Fluval G6 filter from the power supply. Close the AquaStop valve to
prevent water flow.

2. Access Cartridge Compartment: Open the filter canister according to your Fluval G6 Advanced Filter
manual. This typically involves releasing the lever canister clamps.

3. Remove Old Cartridge (if applicable): Carefully remove any existing pre-filter cartridge. Dispose of used
cartridges responsibly.

4. Insert New Cartridge: Place the new Fluval G6 Pre-Filter Cartridge (Model A416) into its designated slot
within the filter unit. Ensure it is seated correctly and securely.

5. Reassemble and Restart: Close the filter canister securely, ensuring all clamps are engaged. Reopen the
AquaStop valve and reconnect the filter to the power supply. Prime the filter if necessary, as per your Fluval
G6 Advanced Filter instructions (e.g., using the priming button).



For detailed instructions on opening and closing the Fluval G6 Advanced Filter, refer to your main filter system
manual.

4. OPERATION

Once installed, the Fluval G6 Pre-Filter Cartridge operates continuously as part of the Fluval G6 Advanced Filter
system. Water from the aquarium is drawn into the filter, passing through the pre-filter cartridge first. The pleated
media effectively captures particulate matter, such as uneaten food, plant debris, and fish waste, preventing it from
reaching and clogging the finer chemical and biological media.
Regular monitoring of your aquarium's water clarity and the filter's flow rate (if your G6 model includes a HydroTech
system) can indicate the cartridge's performance and when maintenance may be required.

5. MAINTENANCE

The Fluval G6 Pre-Filter Cartridge is designed for easy cleaning and should be maintained regularly to ensure
optimal filtration performance. The frequency of cleaning depends on the bioload of your aquarium and the amount
of suspended debris.

1. Preparation: Disconnect the Fluval G6 filter from the power supply and close the AquaStop valve.

2. Remove Cartridge: Open the filter canister and carefully remove the pre-filter cartridge.

3. Cleaning: The cartridge features a removable bottom cap. Pop off the bottom cap to facilitate thorough
cleaning. Rinse the cartridge under running tap water, preferably using a dedicated brush (such as the one
often included with the G6 filter system) to dislodge trapped debris from between the pleats. Continue rinsing
until the water runs clear.

4. Inspection: Inspect the cartridge for any signs of damage or excessive wear. While designed for repeated
cleaning, replacement will eventually be necessary.

5. Reinstallation: Reattach the bottom cap, then reinsert the cleaned cartridge into the filter unit. Close the filter
canister, reopen the AquaStop valve, and restart the filter.

It is recommended to clean the pre-filter cartridge weekly or bi-weekly, depending on your aquarium's needs.
Regular cleaning extends the life of the cartridge and maintains efficient filtration.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues related to the Fluval G6 Pre-Filter Cartridge.

Reduced Water Flow:

If you notice a decrease in water flow from your Fluval G6 filter, the pre-filter cartridge is likely clogged with
debris. Perform a thorough cleaning of the cartridge as described in the Maintenance section. If flow does not
improve after cleaning, consider replacing the cartridge or checking other filter media and pump components.

Cloudy Water:

Persistent cloudy water despite regular filter operation may indicate that the pre-filter is not effectively
capturing fine particles, or it might be time for replacement. Ensure the cartridge is properly seated and not
bypassed. If the cartridge is old or heavily soiled, replace it with a new one. Also, check other filtration stages
(chemical and biological) for effectiveness.

Cartridge Damage:

If the cartridge appears torn, warped, or otherwise damaged during cleaning, it should be replaced immediately
to prevent unfiltered water from bypassing the media.

For issues beyond the pre-filter cartridge, consult your complete Fluval G6 Advanced Filter manual or contact



Hagen customer support.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Brand Name Hagen

Item Model Number A416

ASIN B002WJ7SEI

Material Pleat

Item Weight 1.6 ounces

Product Dimensions (LxWxH) 2.8 x 2.8 x 8.4 inches

Manufacturer Rolf C. Hagen (USA) Corp.

Date First Available June 24, 2004

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For information regarding warranty coverage, product support, or to purchase replacement parts, please contact
Hagen customer service directly. Refer to the contact information provided with your original Fluval G6 Advanced
Filter system or visit the official Hagen website.

© 2023 Hagen. All rights reserved. Fluval is a registered trademark.
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Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.
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Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.
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