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iIRobot Roomba 550/551 AeroVac Technology Vacuum
Cleaning Robot User Manual

Model: 550/551

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the setup, operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your
iRobot Roomba 550/551 AeroVac Technology Vacuum Cleaning Robot. Please read this guide thoroughly before
using your Roomba to ensure optimal performance and longevity.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Before operating your Roomba, review all safety warnings and instructions provided in the original packaging.
Always ensure the robot is turned off and unplugged from its power source before performing any maintenance or
cleaning procedures. Keep hands, hair, and clothing away from moving parts. Do not operate the Roomba near
open flames or on wet surfaces.

PaAckAGE CONTENTS

Verify that your package contains the following items:

» iRobot Roomba 550/551 Robot

o Home Base Charging Station

o Power Charger

o AeroVac Bin (pre-installed or separate)

o Side Brush (pre-installed or separate)

o Main Brushes (pre-installed)

o Virtual Wall Lighthouses (quantity may vary by package)

o Battery (may be pre-installed)

SETUP

1. Charging the Battery
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Before first use, fully charge your Roomba's battery. This typically takes up to 3 hours. You can charge the Roomba
in two ways:

1. Using the Home Base: Place the Home Base on a hard, level surface against a wall. Ensure there are no
obstacles for at least 3 feet (1 meter) in front of the Home Base and 1 foot (0.3 meters) on either side. Plug the
power charger into the Home Base and then into a wall outlet. Place Roomba onto the Home Base, ensuring
the metal charging contacts align. The power indicator on the Home Base will illuminate.

2. Directly with the Power Charger: Plug the power charger directly into the charging port on the side of the
Roomba and then into a wall outlet.

Image: The iRobot Roomba Home Base charging station. The robot docks here to recharge its battery automatically.



Image: The power charger for the iRobot Roomba, used to supply power to the Home Base or directly to the robot.

2. Preparing the Cleaning Area
For optimal cleaning performance, prepare your home environment:

+ Remove clutter, loose cables, small rugs, and delicate items from the floor.
o Lift curtains or bedspreads that reach the floor.

o Use Virtual Walls (if included) to block off areas you don't want Roomba to enter.

OPERATING YOUR RoomBA

Control Panel Overview



DIRT DETECT

Image: Top view of the iRobot Roomba 550/551, highlighting the control panel with buttons for CLEAN, SPOT, DOCK, SCHEDULE, CLOCK, DAY, HOUR,
and MINUTE.

The main control panel on top of your Roomba features several buttons for operation:

o« CLEAN: Press to start a cleaning cycle. Press again to pause. Press and hold to end the cleaning cycle and
return Roomba to its Home Base.

o SPOT: Initiates a localized cleaning cycle, spiraling outwards about 3 feet (1 meter) and then spiraling back in
to thoroughly clean a specific area.

o DOCK: Sends Roomba back to its Home Base for charging.
o SCHEDULE: Used to set or modify cleaning schedules.
o CLOCK: Used to set the current time.

o DAY, HOUR, MINUTE: Used in conjunction with SCHEDULE and CLOCK buttons to set specific times and
days.

o DIRT DETECT: An indicator light that illuminates when Roomba detects a concentrated area of dirt and
performs a more thorough cleaning in that spot.

Starting a Cleaning Cycle

Press the CLEAN button once. Roomba will begin its cleaning cycle, automatically adjusting to different floor types
and navigating around obstacles.

Scheduling Cleaning Times
To program Roomba to clean automatically at specific times:

1. Ensure the current time is set using theCLOCK, HOUR, and MINUTE buttons.
2. Press the SCHEDULE button.



3. Use the DAY, HOUR, and MINUTE buttons to set your desired cleaning time for each day.
4. Press CLEAN to save the schedule.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance is crucial for your Roomba's performance. Perform these steps regularly, especially if you
have pets.

1. Emptying the Dust Bin

Empty the dust bin after each cleaning cycle or when the "Bin Full" indicator illuminates. Press the bin release
button and slide out the AeroVac Bin. Open the bin door and discard debris. Tap the bin to dislodge any trapped
dirt.
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Image: The underside of the iRobot Roomba, displaying the main brushes and the removable AeroVac dustbin compartment.

2. Cleaning the Brushes
The main brushes and side brush should be cleaned weekly, or more often if you have pets with long hair.

o Main Brushes: Open the brush guard by lifting the yellow tabs. Remove the main brushes. Use the included
cleaning tool (if available) or your fingers to remove hair and debris wrapped around the brushes and their
yellow end caps. Reinstall the brushes, ensuring the square and hexagonal ends align correctly.

o Side Brush: Use a coin or small screwdriver to unscrew the side brush. Remove any hair or debris from the
brush and its post. Reattach the side brush and tighten the screw.



Image: A close-up view of the iRobot Roomba's three-armed side brush, designed to sweep debris from edges and corners.

3. Cleaning the Front Caster Wheel

Pull firmly on the front caster wheel to remove it. Clear any hair or debris from the wheel, axle, and housing.
Reinsert the wheel, ensuring it clicks into place.

4. Cleaning Sensors and Charging Contacts

Wipe the four cliff sensors (located on the bottom of the robot), the wall-following sensor (on the right side), and the
charging contacts on both the Roomba and the Home Base with a clean, dry cloth.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If your Roomba encounters an issue, it may play an audible tone and speak a message. Refer to the following
common issues:

« Roomba not charging: Ensure the power charger is securely plugged into both the Home Base/Roomba and
the wall outlet. Clean the charging contacts on both the Roomba and Home Base.

« Roomba not starting or stopping unexpectedly: Check if the battery is fully charged. Ensure no debris is
jamming the brushes or wheels. Press the CLEAN button firmly.

« Roomba getting stuck: Clear the cleaning area of obstacles, loose cables, and thick rugs. Clean the cliff
sensors.

¢ Poor cleaning performance: Empty the dust bin. Clean the main brushes, side brush, and filter. Replace the
filter if it is heavily soiled.

o "Where's the Roomba?" (Roomba not returning to Home Base):Ensure the Home Base is placed in an
open area with good signal. Clean the charging contacts.



For persistent issues, try performing a soft reset by holding down theCLEAN button for 10 seconds until the

indicator lights turn off.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature

Brand

Model Number
Special Feature
Included Components
Filter Type

Power Source

Form Factor

UPC

Product Dimensions

ltem Weight

Detail

iRobot

550

Bagless, Cordless, Pet Hair Optimized
Brush (Main brushes, Side brush)
Cartridge

Battery Powered

Robotic

885155000248

16 x 16 x 7 inches

13.4 pounds

Surface Recommendation Carpet, Hard Floor (Wood, Tile, Linoleum, Rugs)

Controller Type Button Control

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For information regarding your product's warranty, please refer to the warranty card included with your original
purchase or visit the official iRobot website. For technical support, replacement parts, or further assistance, please
contact iRobot customer service directly through their official website or support channels.

iRobot Official Website: www.irobot.com


https://www.irobot.com
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