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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the user manual for your new Hohner 1896/20 Marine Band Harmonica. This classic instrument, renowned for its rich
tone and historical significance, is a staple for blues, folk, and rock musicians worldwide. This manual provides essential
information on setting up, operating, maintaining, and troubleshooting your harmonica to ensure years of musical enjoyment.

Figure 1:  Top view of the Hohner 1896/20 Marine Band Harmonica, showcasing its iconic design with engraved cover plates and numbered holes.
This view highlights the brass reeds and wooden comb construction.

SETUP

The Hohner Marine Band Harmonica is designed for immediate play. Minimal setup is required.

1. Unboxing: Carefully remove the harmonica from its packaging. Inspect the instrument for any visible damage or debris.

2. Initial Inspection: Ensure all reeds are free and not visibly bent. Gently tap the harmonica against your palm to dislodge any
loose particles from manufacturing or shipping.

3. Acclimatization: As this harmonica features a pearwood comb, it is recommended to allow it to acclimatize to your
environment's temperature and humidity for a short period before extensive play.
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Figure 2:  The Hohner Marine Band Harmonica displayed alongside its traditional case. The case provides protection for the instrument when not in
use.

OPERATING

Playing the Hohner Marine Band Harmonica involves mastering breath control and embouchure.

Holding the Harmonica: Hold the harmonica firmly but gently between your thumb and forefinger, ensuring your hands form a
resonant chamber around the instrument.

Embouchure: Place the harmonica gently against your lips, covering one or more holes. For single notes, purse your lips to
isolate a single hole.

Breathing: Use your diaphragm for smooth, controlled airflow. Blow into the holes to produce blow notes and draw air in to
produce draw notes. The Hohner Marine Band is a 10-hole diatonic harmonica, meaning it is tuned to a specific key (Key of C
for this model) and is designed for playing melodies and chords within that key.

Bending Notes: Advanced players can achieve "bent" notes by subtly changing the shape of their mouth and tongue while
drawing or blowing, altering the pitch of certain reeds.



Figure 3:  An angled view of the Hohner Marine Band Harmonica, highlighting its robust construction and the visible wooden comb, which contributes
to its distinctive warm tone.

MAINTENANCE

Proper care will extend the life and maintain the sound quality of your harmonica.

Cleaning After Use: After playing, gently tap the harmonica against your palm with the holes facing down to remove any
moisture or saliva. Wipe the cover plates with a soft, dry cloth.

Avoid Water: Do not wash or submerge the harmonica in water, especially due to its wooden comb, which can swell and warp.

Storage: Store your harmonica in its original case or a dedicated harmonica pouch to protect it from dust, dirt, and physical
damage. Avoid storing in extreme temperatures or high humidity.

Reed Care: Avoid forcing air through the reeds excessively, as this can cause them to fatigue or break. If a reed becomes
stuck, a gentle tap or a very soft brush (like a clean toothbrush) can sometimes dislodge debris.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Most common issues with harmonicas are minor and can be resolved with simple steps.

No Sound or Weak Sound:

Check your embouchure: Ensure your lips are sealing properly around the hole(s).

Check for debris: Gently tap the harmonica to dislodge any foreign particles that might be blocking a reed.

Reed damage: If a specific note consistently fails, the reed might be bent or broken. This usually requires professional repair
or replacement of the harmonica.

Sticking Reeds:

Excess moisture: Tap out excess moisture after playing.

Food particles: Avoid eating or drinking sugary beverages immediately before or during play.

Off-Key Sound:

This can indicate a fatigued or damaged reed. Consistent off-key notes often mean the reed needs adjustment or
replacement.

For persistent issues, consider consulting a professional harmonica repair specialist or contacting Hohner customer support.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Brand Hohner

Model Number 1896/20-C

Instrument Key C

Material Brass, Wood (Pearwood comb)

Color Silver, Gold

Item Weight 3.36 ounces

Product Dimensions 4.5 x 1.5 x 1.25 inches



ASIN B002F1UYO4

Date First Available August 17, 2012

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information and customer support, please refer to the documentation included with your purchase or visit the
official Hohner website.
You can find more information about Hohner products and support at the Hohner Store on Amazon.

© 2024 Hohner. All rights reserved.

This manual is for informational purposes only.

https://www.amazon.com/stores/Hohner/page/BDDD9A21-CCE8-4158-8B1D-E46C23E77FC4
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