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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides detailed instructions for the safe installation, operation, and maintenance of your
Vista Pro 300 Watt Transformer with Mechanical Timer, model CTS 300T. This low-voltage transformer is
designed to power outdoor landscape lighting systems, featuring a built-in mechanical timer for automated
control.

Please read these instructions thoroughly before installation and retain this manual for future reference.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Risk of Electric Shock. Install the transformer at least 1 foot (0.3 meters) from a pool,
spa, or fountain. Do not immerse the transformer in water.

« Always disconnect power at the circuit breaker before installing or servicing the transformer.

o This transformer is intended for outdoor use with low-voltage landscape lighting fixtures only.

« Ensure all wiring connections are secure and protected from moisture.

« Do not overload the transformer. The total wattage of connected fixtures must not exceed 300 watts.

« Use only UL-listed low-voltage cable suitable for outdoor direct burial or placement above ground.

« Mount the transformer vertically on a sturdy surface at least 1 foot (0.3 meters) above ground level.

« Do not attempt to repair or modify the transformer. Refer all servicing to qualified personnel.

PackAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all components are present before beginning installation:

o Vista Pro 300 Watt Transformer (CTS 300T)
¢ Instruction Manual

« Mounting hardware (screws, anchors) - May vary by package
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SETUP AND INSTALLATION

1. Mounting the Transformer

Select a suitable outdoor location for mounting the transformer. It should be:

o Within reach of a GFCl-protected 120V AC outdoor outlet.
o At least 1 foot (0.3 meters) above ground level.
o On a sturdy, vertical surface (e.g., wall, post).

o Away from direct water spray from sprinklers or downspouts.

. Using the mounting holes on the transformer's casing as a template, mark the drilling locations on the

chosen surface.

Drill pilot holes if necessary and secure the transformer using appropriate screws and anchors.
Ensure it is firmly attached.

Image: The Vista Pro 300 Watt Transformer (CTS 300T) with its housing and output terminals visible, ready for mounting.

2. Connecting Low-Voltage Cables

Before connecting any cables, ensure the transformer is unplugged from the power outlet.

1.

Route your low-voltage landscape lighting cable from your fixtures to the transformer. Ensure the
cable is rated for outdoor use and direct burial if applicable.

2. Strip approximately 1/2 inch (1.25 cm) of insulation from the ends of the low-voltage cable wires.

3. Loosen the terminal screws on the transformer's low-voltage output terminals (typically marked "12V"
or "OUTPUT").

4. Insert one stripped wire end into each terminal and tighten the screws firmly to ensure a secure
connection. Polarity is generally not critical for low-voltage AC lighting, but consistent wiring is
recommended.

5. Verify that no bare wire strands are touching each other or the transformer casing.

OPERATION

1. Initial Power-Up

Once all connections are made and secured, plug the transformer's power cord into a GFCl-protected
120V AC outdoor outlet. The lights should illuminate if the timer is in the "ON" position or if the manual
override is engaged.

2. Setting the Mechanical Timer



The CTS 300T transformer features a mechanical timer for automatic operation. The timer dial typically has
24 hours marked and pins or segments that can be pushed in or pulled out to set ON/OFF times.

1. Set Current Time: Rotate the outer dial clockwise until the current time aligns with the "TIME NOW"

or arrow indicator.

2. Set ON/OFF Periods: The timer dial has segments around its perimeter. Each segment usually
represents 15 or 30 minutes.

= Push segmentsIN for the periods you want the lights to beON.

= Leave segments OUT for the periods you want the lights to beOFF.

3. Select Operating Mode: The transformer typically has a switch for operating modes:

= ON: Lights remain on continuously, overriding the timer.

= TIMER: Lights operate according to the set ON/OFF periods on the mechanical timer.

= OFF: Lights remain off continuously.

Select the "TIMER" mode for automated operation.

Note: The mechanical timer will continue to cycle daily based on your settings. In case of a power outage,
you may need to reset the current time on the timer.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures optimal performance and longevity of your transformer.

« Cleaning: Periodically wipe the exterior of the transformer with a damp cloth to remove dirt and
debris. Do not use abrasive cleaners or immerse the unit in water.

o Cable Inspection: Annually inspect all low-voltage cables for damage, cuts, or exposed wiring.
Repair or replace damaged cables immediately.

o Connection Check: Ensure all terminal connections remain tight and free from corrosion.

« Ventilation: Ensure the transformer's ventilation openings are clear of obstructions to prevent

overheating.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem

Lights do not turn
on.

Lights flicker or are
dim.

Possible Cause

No power to transformer.

Timer set to OFF or incorrect time.
Overload (too many lights).

Loose wiring connection.

Faulty bulb/fixture.

Voltage drop due to long cable runs or
undersized cable.

Loose connection.

Solution

Check GFCI outlet, circuit breaker.

Adjust timer settings or switch to
ON mode.

Reduce total wattage of connected
lights.

Tighten all low-voltage connections.

Test individual bulbs/fixtures.

Use heavier gauge cable or shorten
cable runs.

Check and tighten all connections.



Problem Possible Cause

Incorrect time set.
Timer not working

correctly.
Power outage reset.

SPECIFICATIONS

Pins/segments not set correctly.

Solution

Reset current time.
Ensure pins are pushed in for ON
times.

Reset current time after power
interruption.

o Model: CTS 300T

¢ Input Voltage: 120V AC, 60Hz

o Output Voltage: 12V AC (Low Voltage)
o Maximum Wattage: 300 Watts

o Material: Steel

o Timer Type: Mechanical, 24-hour

« Manufacturer: Vista

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information or technical support, please contact Vista Pro customer service. Keep your

purchase receipt as proof of purchase.

Contact information for Vista Pro can typically be found on their official website or on the product

packaging.
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