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Monroe OESpectrum 72257 Suspension Strut
Instruction Manual

For Ford Focus Models

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the installation, function, and maintenance of your
Monroe OESpectrum 72257 Suspension Strut. Designed to restore your vehicle's original factory
drivability and performance, this strut offers enhanced handling precision and control while minimizing
noise, vibration, and harshness.

SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Professional installation is highly recommended for suspension components.
Improper installation can lead to serious injury or vehicle damage.

Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including safety glasses and
gloves.

Ensure the vehicle is securely supported on jack stands before beginning any work. Never rely
solely on a jack.

Refer to your vehicle's service manual for specific torque specifications and procedures.

Do not attempt to disassemble the strut assembly unless you are trained and equipped to do so
safely, as compressed springs can cause severe injury.

Keep children and pets away from the work area.

PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all components are present before beginning installation:

Monroe OESpectrum 72257 Suspension Strut
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Mounting Hardware

Parts Pack(s)

Note: Dust boot and jounce bumper are sold separately and are not included with this strut.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Value

Brand Monroe

Model 72257

Auto Part Position Front

Vehicle Service Type Car

Material Alloy Steel

Item Weight 2.2 pounds

Product Dimensions 23.7 x 9.5 x 8.2 inches

OEM Part Number 72257

UPC 048598008145

FEATURES AND TECHNOLOGY

The Monroe OESpectrum strut incorporates advanced technologies for superior performance:

All Weather Fluid: Contains special modifiers to reduce friction and ensure smooth rod reaction
across various temperatures.

Rod Displaced Valving: Tuned specifically for each vehicle application, this valving automatically
adjusts to road extremes, providing consistent ride comfort and control.

Fluon Banded Piston: The fluon band ensures consistent sealing between the piston and
pressure tube, leading to better control and increased durability.



Figure 1: Internal view of Monroe OESpectrum strut highlighting key technologies like the fluon banded piston and rod
displaced valving.

For a visual overview of the OESpectrum technology, please watch the following video:

Your browser does not support the video tag.

Video 1: Monroe OESpectrum Shocks are Built Different. This video illustrates the internal workings and benefits of
OESpectrum technology.

INSTALLATION (SETUP)



INSTALLATION (SETUP)

Installing a suspension strut requires specialized tools and mechanical knowledge. If you are not
experienced with automotive suspension work, it is strongly recommended to seek assistance from a
certified mechanic.

General Installation Steps (Consult Vehicle Service Manual for Details):

1. Safely lift and support the vehicle. Remove the wheel.

2. Disconnect any brake lines, ABS sensors, or sway bar links attached to the strut assembly.

3. Remove the lower mounting bolts connecting the strut to the steering knuckle.

4. Access the upper strut mounts from the engine bay or trunk, depending on the vehicle. Remove
the upper mounting nuts.

5. Carefully remove the old strut assembly from the vehicle.

6. If reusing the coil spring, use a spring compressor to safely remove the coil spring from the old
strut. Transfer the spring, upper mount, and any other reusable components to the new Monroe
OESpectrum 72257 strut.

7. Install the new strut assembly into the vehicle, securing the upper mounting nuts first (do not fully
tighten).

8. Connect the lower mounting bolts to the steering knuckle (do not fully tighten).

9. Reattach any brake lines, ABS sensors, or sway bar links.

10. Lower the vehicle to the ground to allow the suspension to settle, then torque all mounting bolts
and nuts to the manufacturer's specifications.

11. Perform a wheel alignment after replacing suspension components.

Figure 2: The Monroe OESpectrum 72257 Suspension Strut, ready for installation.

OPERATING PRINCIPLES

The Monroe OESpectrum 72257 strut is a critical component of your vehicle's suspension system,
designed to control spring and suspension movement. It works by converting kinetic energy (motion) into
thermal energy (heat) through the resistance of fluid flow within the strut. This dampening action
prevents excessive bouncing and swaying, ensuring tire contact with the road and contributing to vehicle
stability, braking performance, and passenger comfort.

MAINTENANCE

Regular inspection of your vehicle's suspension components is crucial for safety and performance. While
suspension struts are generally maintenance-free, periodic checks can help identify potential issues
early:



Visual Inspection: Check for signs of fluid leaks around the strut body, which indicate a seal
failure.

Component Integrity: Inspect the strut for any physical damage, bends, or corrosion. Check
rubber bushings and mounts for cracks or deterioration.

Performance Check: Pay attention to changes in ride quality, such as excessive bouncing,
swaying, nose-diving during braking, or uneven tire wear. These can be indicators of worn struts.

If any issues are detected, it is recommended to have the suspension system inspected by a qualified
technician.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

Symptom Possible Cause Solution

Excessive
Bouncing/Swaying

Worn or failing strut Inspect and replace strut if necessary.

Fluid Leaks from
Strut

Damaged internal seals Strut replacement required.

Clunking/Rattling
Noises

Loose mounting hardware, worn
bushings, or internal strut
damage

Inspect all mounting points, bushings, and
strut for damage. Tighten or replace as
needed.

Uneven Tire Wear
Worn suspension components,
improper alignment

Inspect suspension, replace worn parts, and
perform wheel alignment.

If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the issue, consult a professional automotive technician.

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Monroe products are backed by a commitment to quality. For specific warranty details regarding your
Monroe OESpectrum 72257 Suspension Strut, please refer to the warranty information provided with
your purchase or visit the official Monroe website. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.
For technical support or further assistance, please contact Monroe customer service through their
official website or authorized distributors.

Your browser does not support the video tag.

Video 2: Monroe Shocks & Struts - Built Different. This video highlights Monroe's commitment to quality, research, and
manufacturing processes.
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