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CURT 16204 Industry-Standard 5th Wheel Hitch Rails
Instruction Manual

Model: 16204

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides detailed instructions for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of the
CURT 16204 Industry-Standard 5th Wheel Hitch Rails. These rails are designed to provide a secure
mounting platform for 5th wheel hitches in truck beds, ensuring safe and reliable towing. Please read this
manual thoroughly before installation and use to ensure optimal performance and safety.

Image 1.1: The CURT 16204 Industry-Standard 5th Wheel Hitch Rails. These are two black, heavy-duty steel rails with
multiple slots and holes for mounting a 5th wheel hitch in a truck bed.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Improper installation or use of this product can result in serious injury or death. Always follow
all instructions and safety precautions.

o Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) during installation, including safety
glasses and gloves.

o Ensure the vehicle is parked on a level surface and the parking brake is engaged before beginning
installation.
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o Never exceed the maximum weight capacity of the hitch rails (25,000 Ibs GTW) or your vehicle's
towing capacity, whichever is lower.

o Regularly inspect the hitch rails and all mounting hardware for signs of wear, damage, or corrosion.
Replace any damaged components immediately.

o Consult your vehicle's owner's manual for specific towing guidelines and restrictions.

3. ProbucTt OVERVIEW AND SPECIFICATIONS

3.1. What's in the Box

o Two (2) CURT 16204 Industry-Standard 5th Wheel Hitch Rails

o Note: Mounting hardware and bracket kits are typically sold separately and are required for
installation.

3.2. Key Features

« Universal Compatibility: Designed to work with all CURT and competitive 5th wheel trailer hitches
and rollers.

o Durable Finish: Features a co-cured liquid A-coat and durable carbide black powder coat for
corrosion, scratch, and UV resistance.

o High Capacity: Rated for a Gross Trailer Weight (GTW) of 25,000 Ibs.

o Versatile: Accommodates gooseneck adapters and Spyder gooseneck hitches.



FEATURES & BENEFITS

Accepts all
Industry-leading, industry-standard
dual-coat finish 5th wheels and rollers

Use with custom
5th wheel bracket kits
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Image 3.1: Diagram highlighting key features of the CURT 5th wheel rails, including the dual-coat finish and compatibility
with industry-standard 5th wheels and custom bracket kits.

3.3. Product Specifications

Specification Detail

Model Number 16204

Brand CURT

ltem Weight 34.1 pounds

Exterior Finish Carbide Black Powder Coat
Gross Trailer Weight (GTW) Rating 25,000 Ibs

Dimensions (Approximate) 43.00" (Length) x 6.50" (Width of each rail)
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Image 3.2: Approximate dimensions of the CURT 5th wheel rails, showing a length of 43.00 inches and a width of 6.50
inches per rail.

4. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Installation of the CURT 16204 5th wheel hitch rails requires a compatible 5th wheel bracket kit (sold
separately) specific to your truck's make and model. Refer to the instructions provided with your bracket kit
for detailed vehicle-specific installation steps.

4.1. General Installation Steps (Consult Bracket Kit Instructions for Details)

1. Prepare Vehicle: Park the truck on a level surface, engage the parking brake, and turn off the
engine.

2. Position Bracket Kit: Install the vehicle-specific under-bed bracket kit according to its instructions.
This typically involves drilling holes through the truck bed.

3. Position Rails: Place the CURT 5th wheel rails in the truck bed, aligning the slots and holes on the
rails with the mounting points of the installed bracket kit. Ensure proper spacing and alignment for
your specific 5th wheel hitch.

4. Secure Rails: Use the provided zinc-plated bolts and other hardware from your bracket kit to
securely fasten the rails to the under-bed brackets. Tighten all fasteners to the torque specifications
outlined in your bracket kit instructions.

5. Install 5th Wheel Hitch: Once the rails are securely installed, mount your compatible 5th wheel hitch



onto the rails. Ensure the hitch is properly seated and locked into place as per the hitch
manufacturer's instructions.
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Image 4.1: A CURT A20 5th wheel hitch securely mounted on the installed 5th wheel rails in a truck bed. This
demonstrates the final installed appearance.

Image 4.2: A technician using specialized tools to work on the underside of a vehicle frame, illustrating the type of work
involved in installing under-bed bracket kits.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The CURT 16204 5th wheel hitch rails serve as the foundation for your 5th wheel hitch. Proper operation



primarily involves ensuring the hitch is correctly engaged with the trailer and that all connections are
secure.

1. Hitch Engagement: Follow the specific operating instructions for your 5th wheel hitch to properly
connect it to your trailer. This typically involves backing the truck under the trailer kingpin until the
hitch jaws engage.

2. Safety Checks: Before each tow, perform a thorough safety check:

o Verify the 5th wheel hitch is securely locked onto the kingpin.

o

Ensure all safety pins and clips are in place.

o

Check that the trailer's landing gear is fully retracted.

o

Confirm electrical and brake connections are properly made and functioning.

o

Inspect the hitch rails and mounting hardware for any visible damage or looseness.

3. Towing: Drive cautiously, adhering to all traffic laws and towing regulations. Be mindful of the
increased length and weight of your vehicle combination.

4. Disengagement: Follow your 5th wheel hitch's instructions for safely disconnecting the trailer.

Image 5.1: A CURT A25 5th wheel hitch installed in a truck bed, ready for towing. The truck bed also contains firewood,
demonstrating the utility of the setup.
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Image 5.2: A truck equipped with a 5th wheel hitch system, towing a large travel trailer on a road, illustrating the product in
its intended use.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and safe operation of your CURT 5th wheel hitch rails.

» Inspection: Before each use, visually inspect the rails for any signs of damage, cracks, bends, or
excessive wear. Check all bolts and fasteners for tightness.

o Cleaning: Keep the rails clean from dirt, debris, and road salt. Wash with mild soap and water, then
rinse thoroughly.

o Corrosion Protection: The carbide black powder coat provides excellent corrosion resistance.
However, if any scratches or chips occur, touch up the affected areas with a rust-inhibiting paint to
prevent corrosion.

o Lubrication: While the rails themselves do not require lubrication, ensure that your 5th wheel hitch
components are lubricated according to the hitch manufacturer's recommendations.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues related to 5th wheel hitch rails. For issues specific to your 5th



wheel hitch, refer to its instruction manual.

Problem Possible Cause

Rails appear

loose in truck Mounting bolts are loose.
bed.

Corrosion or rust ~ Damage to powder coat
spots on rails. finish.

5th wheel hitch Incorrect hitch model or
does not fit rails.  improper rail installation.

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Solution

Inspect and re-tighten all mounting bolts to the
specified torque.

Clean the affected area, remove any loose rust, and
apply a rust-inhibiting paint.

Verify hitch compatibility with industry-standard rails.
Recheck rail installation and alignment.

CURT products are manufactured to high-quality standards. For specific warranty information regarding the
CURT 16204 5th Wheel Hitch Rails, please refer to the warranty documentation included with your
purchase or visit the official CURT website. For technical support or assistance, contact CURT customer

service directly.
Manufacturer: CURT Manufacturing
Website: www.curtmfg.com
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