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Probuct OVERVIEW

The Whelen L53 Super-LED Mini Beacon, Model L53AP, is a compact and durable warning light designed for various
applications. This beacon features advanced Super-LED technology for bright and efficient illumination.

The L53AP is classified as a SAE Class 3 warning light. Class 3 lights are typically used in environments with low ambient
sunlight, such as inside buildings or warehouses. A common application for this type of light is on forklifts to enhance

visibility and safety.
Key features include:
o Whelen L53AP Amber LED Beacon Permanent Mount
o Designed for optimal visibility in specific indoor or low-light conditions.

o Robust construction for long-lasting performance.
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Figure 1: Front view of the Whelen L53 Super-LED Mini Beacon.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Always ensure proper installation and adherence to all local and national electrical codes. Disconnect power before
installing or servicing the beacon. Do not look directly into the light when it is active, as it may cause eye strain or
temporary vision impairment.

This Class 3 beacon is intended for applications where high intensity is not required, such as indoor environments or
areas with minimal direct sunlight. Using this light in bright outdoor conditions may reduce its effectiveness as a warning
signal.

INSTALLATION

The L53AP beacon is available in both permanent mount and magnetic mount versions. This manual primarily covers the
permanent mount version as indicated by the model number L53AP, but also provides information on the magnetic mount
variant for context.

Permanent Mount Installation

For permanent mounting, select a flat, stable surface on your vehicle or equipment. Ensure the mounting location allows
for clear visibility of the beacon from all necessary angles. The unit typically requires drilling holes for secure attachment.



1. Mark the drilling points using the beacon's base as a template.
Drill appropriate pilot holes for the mounting screws.

Secure the beacon to the surface using the provided hardware (screws, washers, nuts).
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Connect the power wires: typically, the black wire is negative (-) and the yellow wire is positive (+). Ensure
connections are secure and insulated.
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Figure 2: Whelen L53 Beacon with included mounting hardware.

Magnetic Mount (Variant Information)

While the L53AP is a permanent mount model, a magnetic mount version of the L53 series is also available. This version
features a strong magnetic base for temporary attachment to metallic surfaces. It typically includes a power cord with a
cigarette lighter plug for easy connection to a vehicle's 12V power outlet.



Figure 3: Underside view of the Whelen L53 Beacon, showing the magnetic base (if applicable) and wiring.
The magnetic mount version usually has an integrated on/off switch on the power plug. Note that magnetic mount versions
typically have a fixed light pattern and do not offer the 15 different flash patterns available with the permanent mount
version.

OPERATION

Once properly installed and connected to a 12V DC power source, the Whelen L53 beacon will activate. For permanent
mount versions, the flash pattern can be selected from 15 different options, providing versatility for various warning needs.
Refer to the specific wiring diagram for pattern selection (not provided in this general manual).

For magnetic mount versions, operation is typically controlled by the on/off switch on the power plug, and the flash pattern
is fixed.

The amber LED light provides a clear visual warning, suitable for applications such as:

o Forklifts and other industrial vehicles in warehouses.
o Utility vehicles operating in controlled environments.

o Ground support equipment at airports.



MAINTENANCE

The Whelen L53 Super-LED Mini Beacon is designed for low maintenance. To ensure optimal performance and longevity:

o Cleaning: Periodically clean the lens with a soft, damp cloth to remove dirt and debris. Avoid abrasive cleaners that
could scratch the lens.

o Connections: Regularly inspect electrical connections for corrosion or looseness. Ensure all wiring is secure and
properly insulated.

¢ Mounting: Check the mounting hardware periodically to ensure the beacon remains securely attached.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If the beacon is not functioning as expected, consider the following:
o No Light:

o Verify the power source is active (12 Volts DC).
o Check all electrical connections for proper contact and ensure no wires are loose or damaged.

o Inspect the fuse in the power circuit (if applicable).
o Intermittent Operation:

o Check for loose wiring or corroded terminals.

o Ensure the power source is providing consistent voltage.
o Dim Light:

o Clean the lens to remove any accumulated dirt or film.

o Verify the input voltage is within the specified range (12V DC).

If issues persist after checking these points, contact Whelen Engineering customer support or a qualified technician.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail
Manufacturer Whelen

Brand Whelen

Model Number L53AP

Item Weight 0.01 ounces
Product Dimensions 5x5x 3.75 inches
Bulb Type LED

Voltage 12 Volts (DC)
SAE Classification Class 3

Mounting Type Permanent Mount (L53AP)



WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information and technical support, please contact Whelen Engineering directly. Details regarding specific
warranty periods and coverage can typically be found on the manufacturer's official website or by contacting their
customer service department.

It is recommended to retain your purchase receipt for warranty claims.

© 2024 Whelen Engineering. All rights reserved.
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