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AKG P220 Professional Studio Condenser
Microphone User Manual

Model: P220

1. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

The AKG P220 is a large-diaphragm true condenser microphone designed for professional studio and stage
applications. It delivers a warm and clear sound, suitable for recording lead vocals, acoustic guitars, and brass
instruments. Its robust construction and versatile features make it a reliable choice for various audio recording
needs.

Key features include a switchable bass-cut filter to eliminate unwanted low-frequency rumble and an attenuation pad
for handling high sound pressure levels (up to 155dB SPL), making it ideal for loud sound sources.
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Image: The AKG P220 microphone, showcasing its black metal body and silver grille.

2. SETUP INSTRUCTIONS

2.1 Unpacking and Inspection
Carefully remove the microphone and its accessories from the aluminum carrying case. Inspect all components for
any signs of damage. The package should include the AKG P220 microphone, a spider-type shock mount, and a
spare elastic band for the mount.

2.2 Attaching the Shock Mount

1. Gently insert the microphone into the shock mount. Ensure it is securely seated within the elastic bands to
isolate it from vibrations.



2. Tighten the screw mechanism on the shock mount to firmly hold the microphone in place.

3. Attach the shock mount to a standard microphone stand using the threaded adapter.

Image: The AKG P220 microphone securely mounted in its spider-type shock mount.

2.3 Connecting to Audio Interface/Mixer
The AKG P220 requires an XLR cable and 48V phantom power for operation. It is not a plug-and-play USB
microphone.

1. Connect one end of a balanced XLR cable to the XLR output connector at the bottom of the microphone.

2. Connect the other end of the XLR cable to an input on your audio interface or mixing console.

3. Activate the 48V phantom power on your audio interface or mixing console for the connected input channel.
The microphone will not function without phantom power.

3. OPERATING THE MICROPHONE

3.1 Controls on the Microphone
The AKG P220 features two switches on its body:

Bass-Cut Filter: This switch activates a low-cut filter at 300 Hz. Use it to reduce unwanted low-frequency
noise such as rumble, footfall, or air conditioning hum, especially when recording vocals or acoustic
instruments.

Attenuation Pad (-20 dB): This switch engages a -20 dB pre-attenuation pad. Activate this when recording
extremely loud sound sources (e.g., drum overheads, loud guitar amplifiers, brass instruments) to prevent
input overload and distortion in your audio interface or mixer.

3.2 Microphone Placement and Techniques
Optimal microphone placement is crucial for achieving the best sound quality. Experiment with distances and angles
relative to the sound source. The P220 has a cardioid polar pattern, meaning it is most sensitive to sounds coming
from the front and rejects sounds from the sides and rear. This helps in isolating the desired sound source and
reducing room reflections.



For vocals, position the microphone 6-12 inches from the singer, slightly off-axis to minimize plosives. For acoustic
guitars, try pointing it towards the 12th fret for a balanced sound. When miking loud instruments, utilize the
attenuation pad and maintain a suitable distance to capture the full dynamic range without distortion.

4. MAINTENANCE AND CARE

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the microphone body. Avoid using liquid cleaners or solvents, as they
can damage the finish or internal components.

Storage: Always store the AKG P220 in its provided aluminum carrying case when not in use. The custom-fit
foam interior protects the microphone and shock mount from dust, moisture, and physical damage.

Handling: Condenser microphones are delicate instruments. Avoid dropping or subjecting the microphone to
harsh impacts.

Elastic Bands: The shock mount's elastic bands may wear out over time. Replace them with the provided
spare band or genuine AKG replacement parts to maintain effective vibration isolation.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No sound
from
microphone

No phantom power (48V) activated.
Incorrect XLR cable connection.
Faulty cable.

Ensure 48V phantom power is enabled on your audio
interface/mixer. Check XLR cable connections at both
ends. Try a different XLR cable.

Distorted
sound

Input overload (signal too hot).
Attenuation pad not engaged for loud
sources.

Engage the -20 dB attenuation pad for loud sources.
Reduce the gain on your audio interface/mixer input.
Increase distance from the sound source.

Excessive
low-
frequency
noise/rumble

Unwanted low-frequency sounds
(e.g., stage rumble, air conditioning).
Bass-cut filter not engaged.

Engage the bass-cut filter switch. Ensure the microphone
is properly isolated with the shock mount.

Microphone
picking up
vibrations

Shock mount not properly installed or
elastic bands are worn.

Ensure the microphone is correctly seated in the shock
mount. Replace worn elastic bands.

6. TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Brand AKG

Model Name AKG Pro Audio Perception 220

Microphone Form Factor Large Diaphragm

Polar Pattern Unidirectional (Cardioid)

Connectivity Technology XLR

Power Source Phantom power (XLR)



Frequency Response 20 Hz - 20 KHz

Audio Sensitivity 155 Decibels (SPL)

Impedance 200 Ohms

Signal-to-Noise Ratio 78 dB

Item Weight 1.16 Pounds

Product Dimensions (L x W x H) 9 x 5.5 x 9.8 inches

Material Metal

Color Silver Blue

Manufacturer Harman Music Group

Feature Specification

7. WHAT'S IN THE BOX

AKG P220 Condenser Microphone

Spider-type Shock Mount

Aluminum Carrying Case

Spare Elastic Band for Shock Mount

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, technical support, or service inquiries, please refer to the official AKG website or contact
your authorized AKG dealer. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.
Visit the AKG Store for additional product information and accessories.

© 2026 AKG. All rights reserved.

https://www.amazon.com/stores/AKGProAudio/page/CBF727B4-D1E7-45A6-B22C-C85AF125435F
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