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1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Dayton Audio BS36 speaker bar integrates left, center, and right channel speakers into a single, compact enclosure.
Designed for home theater applications, it can be positioned above or below a flat screen television, or placed
freestanding on a cabinet. This passive speaker requires an external audio/video receiver for operation.

Figure 1.1: Front view of the Dayton Audio BS36 Speaker Bar.

2. FEATURES

Integrated Left-Center-Right (LCR) speaker design in a single enclosure.

Suitable for various flat screen TV installations.

Optimized for space-limited home theater setups.

Features a high-gloss black lacquer finish.

Designed to provide clear audio and bass extension.
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Figure 2.1: Front view of the speaker bar with the protective grille removed, revealing the individual speaker drivers.

3. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

The BS36 speaker bar is a passive unit and requires connection to an audio/video (A/V) receiver or amplifier. Ensure your
A/V receiver has dedicated outputs for Left, Center, and Right channels.

3.1 Connecting to an A/V Receiver

1. Identify Terminals: Locate the spring-loaded speaker terminals on the rear of the BS36 speaker bar. There are
three sets of terminals: one for the Left channel, one for the Center channel, and one for the Right channel.

2. Prepare Speaker Wire: Use appropriate gauge speaker wire. Strip approximately 1/2 inch (1.2 cm) of insulation
from the ends of each wire. Twist the bare strands tightly.

3. Connect Left Channel: Connect the positive (+) terminal of the Left channel on the BS36 to the positive (+) Left
Front speaker output on your A/V receiver. Connect the negative (-) terminal of the Left channel on the BS36 to the
negative (-) Left Front speaker output on your A/V receiver.

4. Connect Center Channel: Connect the positive (+) terminal of the Center channel on the BS36 to the positive (+)
Center speaker output on your A/V receiver. Connect the negative (-) terminal of the Center channel on the BS36 to
the negative (-) Center speaker output on your A/V receiver.

5. Connect Right Channel: Connect the positive (+) terminal of the Right channel on the BS36 to the positive (+)
Right Front speaker output on your A/V receiver. Connect the negative (-) terminal of the Right channel on the BS36
to the negative (-) Right Front speaker output on your A/V receiver.

6. Secure Connections: Ensure all connections are firm and that no stray wire strands are touching other terminals,
which could cause a short circuit.

Figure 3.1: Rear view of the speaker bar, illustrating the three sets of spring-loaded speaker terminals for Left, Center, and Right channels.

3.2 Placement Options

Below TV: Place the speaker bar directly below your television, ideally centered.

Above TV: The speaker bar can also be mounted above the television.

Freestanding: Utilize the included feet (Figure 3.2) to place the speaker bar freestanding on a home theater cabinet
or shelf.



Wall Mounting: The speaker bar features keyhole mounts on the rear for wall installation (hardware sold
separately).

Figure 3.2: The two included feet for freestanding placement of the speaker bar.



Figure 3.3: Example placement of the speaker bar below a television.

4. OPERATING THE SPEAKER BAR

As a passive speaker, the Dayton Audio BS36 does not have its own controls. Operation is managed entirely through
your connected A/V receiver or amplifier. Refer to your A/V receiver's user manual for instructions on adjusting volume,
sound modes, and speaker settings (e.g., speaker size, crossover frequency, channel levels).
For optimal performance, ensure your A/V receiver is configured to recognize the BS36 as a 3.0 channel setup (Left,
Center, Right front speakers). If you are using a subwoofer, configure your receiver's crossover settings appropriately to
direct low frequencies to the subwoofer.

5. MAINTENANCE

To maintain the appearance and performance of your Dayton Audio BS36 speaker bar, follow these guidelines:



Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe the exterior of the speaker bar. For the high-gloss finish, avoid abrasive
cleaners or solvents that could damage the surface.

Dust: Regularly dust the speaker grille and cabinet to prevent accumulation.

Placement: Avoid placing the speaker bar in direct sunlight or near heat sources, as this can affect the finish and
internal components.

Moisture: Keep the speaker bar away from moisture and humidity. This product is not water resistant.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your BS36 speaker bar, consult the following common troubleshooting steps:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No sound from
speaker bar.

Incorrect speaker wire connection;
A/V receiver not powered on or set
to correct input; speaker outputs
disabled on receiver.

Verify all speaker wire connections are secure and correctly
polarized (+ to + and - to -). Ensure your A/V receiver is
powered on and set to the correct audio input. Check receiver
settings to ensure speaker outputs are enabled and not muted.

Distorted or
unclear sound.

Loose speaker wire connections;
A/V receiver settings incorrect (e.g.,
impedance mismatch, incorrect
speaker size); damaged speaker
wire.

Check all speaker wire connections for looseness or fraying.
Review your A/V receiver's speaker settings, ensuring they are
appropriate for 8 Ohm speakers. Try replacing speaker wires if
damage is suspected.

Sound only
from certain
channels
(e.g., only
Left, no
Center).

Specific channel wire disconnected;
A/V receiver channel output issue.

Inspect the speaker wire connections for the affected
channel(s) at both the speaker bar and the A/V receiver. Test
the A/V receiver's channel outputs with another speaker if
possible to isolate the issue.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Model Name BS36

Speaker Type Soundbar (Passive)

Surround Sound Channel Configuration 3.0 (Left, Center, Right)

Material Aluminum enclosure

Color Black (High-gloss lacquer finish)

Product Dimensions (D x W x H) 4.25" x 36" x 6.2" (10.8 cm x 91.4 cm x 15.7 cm)

Item Weight 12.76 pounds (5.8 Kilograms)

Impedance 8 Ohm

Speaker Maximum Output Power 80 Watts



Woofer Diameter 3.75 Inches

Tweeter Diameter 0.63 Inches

Connectivity Technology Speaker Wires (Spring-loaded terminals)

Audio Output Mode Stereo, Surround

Mounting Type
Tabletop Mount (with included feet), Wall Mount (via keyholes, hardware not
included)

Recommended Uses Home Theater

Water Resistance Level Not Water Resistant

UPC 033171564118, 844632064739

Attribute Detail

Note: "Control Method: App" was listed in product specifications, but as a passive speaker, the BS36 does not have built-in app control.
Control is managed via the connected A/V receiver.

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, please refer to the documentation provided with your purchase or visit the official Dayton Audio
website. For additional support, including frequently asked questions and contact information, please visit the Dayton
Audio support page or refer to the full PDF user manual.
Official User Manual (PDF): Download PDF
Dayton Audio Store: Visit Store

© 2023 Dayton Audio. All rights reserved.
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Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.
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