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3M 5201

3M Vapor Respirator Assembly 5201 User Manual
Model: 5201

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper use, maintenance, and storage of the 3M Vapor Respirator
Assembly 5201. This disposable half-mask respirator is NIOSH approved for protection against certain organic vapors.
Adherence to these instructions is crucial for ensuring effective respiratory protection and user safety.
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Figure 1: The 3M Vapor Respirator Assembly 5201, showing the grey half-mask facepiece, adjustable head straps, and two attached grey
organic vapor cartridges with white filter media visible through the grilles. The 3M logo is visible on the central exhalation valve cover.

SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Failure to follow all instructions and warnings could result in serious injury or death. This respirator helps
protect against certain airborne contaminants. Misuse may result in sickness or death.

Do not use this respirator for protection against contaminants that are unknown or immediately dangerous to life or
health (IDLH).

Do not use this respirator if you have a medical condition that could be worsened by wearing a respirator. Consult a
physician if unsure.

Always perform a user seal check before entering a contaminated area.

Replace the respirator immediately if breathing becomes difficult, if you taste or smell contaminants, or if dizziness
or other irritation occurs.

This respirator is designed for single use or limited use as specified. It is not intended for cleaning or reuse of



cartridges.

Store the respirator in a clean, dry place away from contaminated areas when not in use.

COMPONENTS

The 3M Vapor Respirator Assembly 5201 consists of the following main components:

1. Half-Mask Facepiece: Made from soft, lightweight thermoplastic elastomer for comfort and a secure fit.

2. Organic Vapor Cartridges: Permanently attached, NIOSH approved against certain organic vapors. These are not
replaceable on this specific model.

3. Head Straps: Adjustable straps for securing the respirator to the head.

4. Exhalation Valve: Allows exhaled air to escape, reducing heat and moisture buildup inside the mask.

SETUP AND FITTING INSTRUCTIONS

Proper fitting is essential for effective protection.

1. Inspect the Respirator: Before each use, inspect the respirator for any damage, such as tears in the facepiece,
cracks in the cartridges, or broken straps. Do not use if damaged.

2. Position the Respirator: Hold the respirator with one hand, with the nosepiece facing up. Place the chin into the
chin cup.

3. Pull Straps Over Head: Pull the head straps over your head, positioning the top strap high on the crown of your
head and the bottom strap around your neck, below your ears.

4. Adjust Straps: Tighten the straps evenly by pulling on the ends until the respirator fits snugly but comfortably
against your face. Ensure there are no gaps between your face and the respirator seal.

5. Perform a User Seal Check:

Positive Pressure Seal Check: Gently exhale while covering the exhalation valve with the palm of your hand.
If the facepiece slightly bulges and no air leaks around the edges, a proper seal has been achieved.

Negative Pressure Seal Check: Gently inhale while covering the entire surface of the cartridges with the
palms of your hands. If the facepiece collapses slightly and no air leaks around the edges, a proper seal has
been achieved.

If you detect any air leakage during the seal check, readjust the straps and repeat the check. If a proper seal cannot
be achieved, do not enter the contaminated area.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once properly fitted and sealed, the respirator is ready for use in environments containing organic vapors within the
approved concentration limits.

Wear the respirator continuously while in the contaminated area.

Do not remove the respirator until you have exited the contaminated area and are in a clean air environment.

If you experience difficulty breathing, dizziness, irritation, or detect the taste or smell of contaminants, immediately
leave the contaminated area and replace the respirator.

MAINTENANCE AND STORAGE

This respirator is designed for minimal maintenance due to its permanently attached cartridges.



Cleaning: The facepiece can be wiped clean with a damp cloth and mild soap solution after each use, if necessary.
Do not submerge the entire respirator in water. Allow to air dry completely before storage.

Cartridge Replacement: The cartridges on this model are permanently attached and cannot be replaced. The entire
respirator assembly must be discarded when the cartridges are spent or if breathing resistance becomes too high.

Storage: Store the respirator in a clean, dry, and cool place, away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and
contaminated areas. Keep it in its original packaging or a sealed bag to protect it from dust and damage.

Disposal: Dispose of the used respirator according to local regulations for hazardous waste, especially if used in
environments with hazardous contaminants.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Air leakage
around
facepiece

Improper fit; straps too loose;
facial hair; damaged facepiece.

Readjust straps; ensure proper positioning; shave facial hair that
interferes with seal; inspect for damage and replace if necessary.

Difficulty
breathing

Cartridges are saturated/spent;
excessive dust/particulates on
filters.

Immediately leave contaminated area and replace the entire
respirator assembly.

Taste or
smell of
contaminants

Cartridges are saturated/spent;
improper fit.

Immediately leave contaminated area and replace the entire
respirator assembly; re-check fit.

Discomfort or
irritation

Improper fit; prolonged use;
allergic reaction.

Readjust fit; take breaks in clean air; discontinue use if irritation
persists and consult a medical professional.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Model Number 5201

Brand 3M

Type Half-Mask Respirator Assembly

Protection Against Certain Organic Vapors

NIOSH Approved Yes

Size Medium

Material Thermoplastic Elastomers

Product Dimensions 7 x 4.5 x 4 inches

Weight 9.91 ounces



WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For specific warranty information or technical support regarding your 3M Vapor Respirator Assembly 5201, please refer to
the official 3M website or contact 3M customer service directly. Contact information can typically be found on the product
packaging or the 3M official website.
You can visit the official 3M Industrial store on Amazon for more products and information: 3M Industrial Store

© 2024 3M. All rights reserved. Information subject to change without notice.

https://www.amazon.com/stores/3MIndustrial/page/575660DE-231E-4898-8214-8C83B3E61FB5
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