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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the safe and efficient operation, maintenance, and care of
your NESCO FD-61 Snackmaster Encore Food Dehydrator. Please read all instructions thoroughly before
initial use to ensure optimal performance and longevity of your appliance.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always ensure the dehydrator is placed on a stable, heat-resistant surface.

Do not immerse the motor housing in water or other liquids.

Unplug the appliance from the outlet when not in use, before assembling or disassembling parts, and
before cleaning.

Close supervision is necessary when any appliance is used by or near children.

Do not operate any appliance with a damaged cord or plug, or after the appliance malfunctions or has
been damaged in any manner.

Avoid contact with moving parts.

Do not use outdoors.

Do not let cord hang over edge of table or counter, or touch hot surfaces.

Do not use the appliance for other than intended household use.

PRODUCT COMPONENTS

The NESCO FD-61 Snackmaster Encore Food Dehydrator includes the following main components:

Motor Housing/Lid: Contains the heating element and top-mounted fan. Features an adjustable
thermostat.

Drying Trays: Four 13.5-inch BPA-free trays are included, expandable up to 12 trays (additional
trays sold separately).

Fruit Roll Sheet: One sheet for making fruit leathers.
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Jerky Spice and Cure Packets: Two original-flavor packets for making jerky.

An exploded view of the Nesco FD-61 Snackmaster Encore Food Dehydrator, showing the lid, multiple drying trays, and
various food items such as fruits, herbs, and jerky pieces arranged on them. This illustrates the appliance's capacity and

versatility.



The Nesco FD-61 Snackmaster Encore Food Dehydrator with its four included drying trays stacked, ready for use. The
design highlights the expandable nature of the unit.

SETUP INSTRUCTIONS

1. Unpack: Carefully remove all components from the packaging. Retain packaging for future storage
or transport.

2. Clean: Before first use, wash all drying trays, fruit roll sheets, and the lid (excluding the motor
housing) in warm, soapy water. Rinse thoroughly and dry completely. The motor housing should be
wiped with a damp cloth.

3. Assemble: Place the desired number of drying trays onto the base. Ensure they are stacked
securely. Place the motor housing/lid on top of the uppermost tray.

4. Placement: Position the dehydrator on a clean, dry, and level surface, away from walls or other
obstructions to allow for proper airflow.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The NESCO FD-61 utilizes a unique Converga-Flow drying system. This system pushes heated air up
and across each tray, then horizontally, converging in the center for fast, even, and efficient drying without
the need for tray rotation.



A diagram illustrating the Converga-Flow air circulation system within the Nesco dehydrator. Red arrows show how heated
air is distributed evenly across all trays, ensuring consistent drying.

Preparing Food for Dehydration

Fruits: Wash, peel (if desired), and slice fruits uniformly. Pre-treatment (e.g., with lemon juice to
prevent browning) may be beneficial for some fruits. Arrange slices in a single layer on trays,
ensuring no overlap.

Vegetables: Wash and slice vegetables uniformly. Blanching some vegetables (e.g., broccoli,
carrots) before drying can help preserve color and flavor. Arrange in a single layer.

Jerky: Use lean meat, trimmed of all fat. Slice meat uniformly, about 1/8 to 1/4 inch thick. Marinate or
season the meat thoroughly. Arrange strips on trays without overlapping.

Fruit Rolls: Puree fruit and spread evenly onto a fruit roll sheet. Place the sheet on a drying tray.



A top-down view of various foods prepared for dehydration, including sliced zucchini, tomatoes, bell peppers, herbs, and
mixed berries with citrus slices, all neatly arranged on the dehydrator trays.

A Nesco fruit roll sheet with a layer of fruit puree spread evenly, ready for dehydration to create fruit leathers.

Setting the Temperature and Drying Time

The FD-61 features an adjustable thermostat from 95°F to 160°F (35°C to 71°C). Refer to the guide below
for recommended temperatures. Drying times vary based on food type, thickness, moisture content, and
humidity.



A close-up view of the Nesco dehydrator's temperature dial, showing settings ranging from 95°F (35°C) to 160°F (71°C),
with specific recommendations for herbs, nuts, fruits, vegetables, and meats.

Temperature Guide

Food Type Temperature (°F) Temperature (°C)

Herbs & Spices 95°F 35°C

Nuts & Seeds 105°F 41°C

Fruits & Vegetables 135°F 58°C

Meats, Fish & Jerky 160°F 71°C

1. Load Trays: Arrange prepared food in a single layer on the drying trays.

2. Set Temperature: Plug the dehydrator into a standard electrical outlet. Turn the temperature dial on
the motor housing to the desired setting based on the food type.



3. Monitor: Check food periodically for dryness. Food is typically dry when it is pliable but no longer
sticky, or brittle for items like herbs.

4. Cool and Store: Once dried, allow food to cool completely before storing in airtight containers.

CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE

1. Unplug: Always unplug the dehydrator before cleaning.

2. Clean Trays and Sheets: Wash drying trays and fruit roll sheets in warm, soapy water. Rinse
thoroughly and dry completely. These parts are not dishwasher safe.

3. Clean Motor Housing: Wipe the motor housing and lid with a damp cloth. Do not immerse in water.

4. Storage: Store the dehydrator in a clean, dry place when not in use.

TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE

Dehydrator does not turn on:

Ensure the unit is properly plugged into a functioning electrical outlet.

Check if the temperature dial is set to an active temperature.

Food is not drying evenly:

Ensure food is sliced uniformly in thickness.

Avoid overcrowding trays; arrange food in a single layer.

While the Converga-Flow system minimizes the need, occasionally rotating trays (top to
bottom) can help if uneven drying persists.

Drying is taking too long:

Verify the temperature setting is appropriate for the food type.

Ensure the room humidity is not excessively high.

Check that the dehydrator is not placed in an enclosed space restricting airflow.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail

Model Number FD-61

Brand NESCO

Wattage 500 watts

Voltage 230 Volts (AC)

Material Plastic (Food Safe)

Color Gray

Number of Trays 4 (Expandable to 12)

Temperature Range 95°F to 160°F (35°C to 71°C)

Product Dimensions 7 x 4 x 5.5 inches



Item Weight 5.84 pounds

Dishwasher Safe No (Trays/Sheets hand wash only)

Specification Detail

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Specific warranty details for the NESCO FD-61 Snackmaster Encore Food Dehydrator are typically
provided with the product packaging or available on the official NESCO website. For detailed warranty
information, product registration, or customer support, please refer to the documentation included with your
purchase or visit the manufacturer's official website.
NESCO customer service can assist with any questions or issues not covered in this manual.

Related Documents - FD-61

NESCO Dehydrator Recipes and Instructions
A comprehensive guide to using NESCO dehydrators, featuring recipes and instructions for drying
fruits, vegetables, jerky, herbs, and crafts. Learn about proper preparation, drying times,
temperatures, and storage for various foods.

NESCO Digital Food Dehydrator Care and Use Guide
A comprehensive guide for using and maintaining your NESCO Digital Food Dehydrator, including
operating instructions, dehydrating tips for various foods, and warranty information.

NESCO Dehydrator: Instructions, Safety, and Drying Guidelines
A comprehensive guide to using your NESCO Dehydrator, covering safety precautions, operation
of digital and analog models, drying techniques, packaging, testing, storage, and pre-treatment
methods for optimal food preservation.
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NESCO Stainless Steel Food Mill Care and Use Guide
A comprehensive care and use guide for the NESCO SSFM-1QT Stainless Steel Food Mill. This
document provides detailed instructions on assembly, operation, safety precautions, cleaning, and
offers helpful food preparation tips for home preservation tasks like making applesauce, gnocchi,
and baby food.

NESCO Classic Vacuum Sealer Model VS-C1 Care/Use Guide
This guide provides care, use, and troubleshooting instructions for the NESCO Classic Vacuum
Sealer Model VS-C1. It includes important safeguards, features, functions, operating instructions,
cleaning and maintenance tips, and a one-year limited warranty.

NESCO Deluxe Vacuum Sealer VS-12: Care, Use, and Troubleshooting Guide
Comprehensive guide for the NESCO Deluxe Vacuum Sealer Model VS-12, covering important
safeguards, parts and functions, operating instructions, cleaning, maintenance, troubleshooting,
and warranty information.
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