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User Manual for Standard Motor Products DS203
Dimmer Switch

Model: DS203

1. ProbucTt OVERVIEW

The Standard Motor Products DS203 Dimmer Switch is an automotive component designed to control the brightness of
vehicle lights, typically headlights, and manage high beam/low beam functions. This switch is manufactured to meet or
exceed OEM specifications, ensuring reliable performance and durability.
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Figure 1: Standard Motor Products DS203 Dimmer Switch. This image shows the overall structure of the dimmer switch, including its
mounting brackets and electrical connection points.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Always disconnect the vehicle's battery before performing any electrical work. Wear appropriate personal protective
equipment (PPE), such as safety glasses and gloves. Consult a professional automotive technician if you are unsure
about any installation steps.

o Ensure the vehicle is turned off and the ignition key is removed.
o Disconnect the negative battery terminal to prevent electrical shorts.
o Handle electrical components with care to avoid damage.

« Verify all connections are secure before restoring power.

3. INSTALLATION (SETUP)

This section outlines the general steps for installing the DS203 Dimmer Switch. Specific vehicle models may require
variations in procedure. Refer to your vehicle's service manual for precise instructions.



Required Tools:

= Screwdriver set (Phillips and flathead)
= Socket wrench set

= Wire cutters/strippers (if wiring modification is needed)

Electrical tape or heat shrink tubing

Installation Steps:

1. Prepare the Vehicle: Park the vehicle on a level surface, engage the parking brake, and turn off the engine.
Disconnect the negative terminal of the battery.

2. Access the Existing Switch: Locate the existing dimmer switch. This often requires removing steering column
covers, dashboard panels, or other interior trim components. Refer to your vehicle's specific repair manual for trim
removal procedures.

3. Disconnect Old Switch: Carefully disconnect the electrical connector(s) from the old dimmer switch. Note the
orientation and wiring if multiple connectors are present.

4. Remove Old Switch: Unbolt or unclip the old dimmer switch from its mounting location.

5. Install New Switch: Position the new Standard Motor Products DS203 Dimmer Switch in the same location. Secure
it with the original bolts or clips. Ensure it is firmly seated.

6. Connect Wiring: Reconnect the electrical connector(s) to the new DS203 switch. Ensure connections are snug and
secure.

7. Test Functionality: Before reassembling all trim, reconnect the negative battery terminal. Turn on the vehicle's
ignition (do not start the engine) and test the dimmer switch functions (headlights, high beams, low beams).

8. Reassemble: If the switch functions correctly, reassemble all removed trim and panels in reverse order of removal.

9. Final Check: Start the vehicle and perform a final check of all lighting functions controlled by the dimmer switch.

4. OPERATION

The Standard Motor Products DS203 Dimmer Switch operates similarly to most automotive dimmer switches, controlling
the vehicle's lighting system.

Basic Functions:

« Headlight Control: Typically integrated with the turn signal stalk or a separate dashboard switch, the dimmer
switch allows you to toggle between low beam and high beam headlights.

« Dimming Function: In some applications, the switch may also control the brightness of interior dashboard lights or
other vehicle illumination. Refer to your vehicle's owner's manual for specific controls.

To activate high beams, typically push the turn signal stalk forward or pull it towards you, depending on the vehicle's
design. To return to low beams, repeat the action. A momentary flash-to-pass function may also be available by pulling
the stalk towards you and releasing it.

5. MAINTENANCE

The Standard Motor Products DS203 Dimmer Switch is designed for long-term, maintenance-free operation. Regular



maintenance is generally not required for the switch itself.

+ Keep Connections Clean: Ensure electrical connectors remain free of dirt, corrosion, and moisture.
« Avoid Physical Damage: Protect the switch from impacts or excessive force during other vehicle maintenance.

« Inspect Wiring: Periodically inspect the wiring connected to the switch for any signs of fraying, cuts, or loose
connections.

If the switch becomes dirty, gently wipe it with a clean, dry cloth. Do not use harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your vehicle's lighting system after installing or using the DS203 Dimmer Switch, consider
the following troubleshooting steps:

Symptom Possible Cause Solution

Headlights do not Faulty dimmer switch, Check fuse box for blown headlight fuses. Inspect electrical
switch between loose electrical connections at the switch. If connections and fuses are good, the
high/low beams. connection, blown fuse. switch may need replacement.

No headlights or Blown headlight bulb,

Check and replace headlight bulbs. Verify main headlight fuse.

only one headlight wiring issue, main »
Y g g Inspect wiring for damage.

works. headlight fuse.

Separate dimmer control

Dashboard lights are ) Confirm if your vehicle has a separate dimmer control for interior
o for dashboard lights, . .
not dimming. o lights. Check relevant fuses and wiring.
wiring issue.
Switch feels loose or  Improper installation, Re-check mounting screws/clips. Ensure the switch is properly
unresponsive. damaged mounting. seated.

If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the issue, it is recommended to consult a certified automotive technician.

7. SPECIFICATIONS
Key technical specifications for the Standard Motor Products DS203 Dimmer Switch:

o Model Number: DS203

« Brand: Standard Motor Products

¢ Operation Mode: ON-OFF

o Current Rating: 20 Amps

« Operating Voltage: 5 Volts

o Contact Type: Normally Open

o Connector Type: Crimp

o Terminal Type: Solder

e Product Dimensions (L x W x H):2.16 x 1.94 x 4.13 inches
o ltem Weight: 3.04 ounces



o Country of Origin: Taiwan
o Manufacturer Part Number: DS203
o UPC: 091769006068

8. WARRANTY INFORMATION

Standard Motor Products offers a limited warranty on its automotive parts. For specific warranty terms and conditions,
including duration and coverage details, please refer to the official Standard Motor Products website or contact their
customer service directly. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

Warranty typically covers defects in material and workmanship under normal use and service. It does not cover damage
due to improper installation, misuse, abuse, accident, or unauthorized repairs.

9. SUPPORT

For technical assistance, product inquiries, or warranty claims, please contact Standard Motor Products customer
support:

o Website: Visit the official Standard Motor Products website for FAQs, product catalogs, and contact information.

« Customer Service: Refer to the packaging or the official website for phone numbers or email addresses for direct
support.

o Authorized Dealers: Contact the retailer or authorized dealer from whom you purchased the product for initial
support.

When contacting support, please have your product model number (DS203) and proof of purchase readily available.

© 2024 Standard Motor Products. All rights reserved.
This manual is for informational purposes only. Standard Motor Products is not responsible for any damage or injury resulting from improper
installation or use of this product.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Email

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question
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Example: How do | reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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