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StarTech.com 16 ft USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable
(USB2FAAEXT15) Instruction Manual

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the StarTech.com 16 ft USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable (model
USB2FAAEXT15). This active USB extension cable is designed to extend the reach of your USB 2.0 devices
by an additional 16.4 feet (5 meters), ensuring reliable data transfer and power delivery over longer distances.
It features a male USB Type-A connector on one end and a female USB Type-A connector on the other,
facilitating easy connection between your host computer and USB peripherals.

PRODUCT FEATURES

Reliably extends the distance of a USB 2.0 device by an additional 15ft (4.5m).

Connects printers, scanners, or other USB devices that are beyond the reach of standard USB cables.

Powered directly from the USB port, eliminating the need for an external power adapter.

Supports cascading up to 5 active repeater cables to extend the connection distance up to 75ft (22.5m)
without loss in transfer speed.

Maintains signal integrity along the entire cable length, ensuring data transfer rates of up to 480
Mbits/sec.

Plug-and-play compatible for easy setup.

Backwards compatible with USB 1.1 devices.

Works with both PCs and Macs.

PACKAGE CONTENTS

1 x StarTech.com 16 ft USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable (USB2FAAEXT15)

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

1. Identify Connectors: Locate the male USB Type-A connector and the female USB Type-A connector on
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the extension cable.

2. Connect to Host: Plug the male USB Type-A connector of the active extension cable into an available
USB port on your computer or host device.

3. Connect Device: Plug the USB Type-A connector of your peripheral device (e.g., printer, scanner,
webcam) into the female USB Type-A port of the active extension cable.

4. Verify Connection: Your operating system should automatically detect the connected device. No
additional drivers are typically required for standard USB devices.

5. Cascading (Optional): For extended distances beyond 16.4 feet, you can connect up to five (5)
StarTech.com active extension cables in a series. Connect the male end of one cable to the female end
of another, and so on, ensuring the final female end connects to your USB device.

Figure 1: StarTech.com 16 ft USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable, coiled, showing both male and female connectors.

Figure 2: Close-up of the male USB Type-A connector of the extension cable, which connects to the host device.



Figure 3: Close-up of the female USB Type-A connector of the extension cable, where the peripheral device connects.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once the cable is properly connected, the active extension cable functions transparently. Your connected USB
2.0 device will operate as if it were directly connected to your computer's USB port. Data transfer and power
delivery will be managed by the active circuitry within the cable to maintain signal integrity over the extended
distance.

Ensure all connections are secure to prevent intermittent disconnections.

The cable is bus-powered, drawing power directly from the host USB port. No external power source is
typically required for most USB 2.0 devices.

The maximum data transfer rate supported is 480 Mbps (USB 2.0 Hi-Speed).

MAINTENANCE

To ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your StarTech.com USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable,
follow these simple maintenance guidelines:

Storage: When not in use, coil the cable loosely to prevent kinks or damage. Avoid sharp bends.

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the cable and connectors. Do not use liquid cleaners or solvents.

Handling: Always grasp the connector ends when plugging or unplugging the cable. Avoid pulling on the
cable itself, as this can damage internal wiring.

Environment: Store and use the cable in a dry environment, away from extreme temperatures and
direct sunlight. The cable is rated for both indoor and outdoor usage, but prolonged exposure to harsh
outdoor elements should be avoided.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable, consider the following troubleshooting
steps:

Device Not Recognized:

Ensure both ends of the extension cable are securely connected.

Try connecting the USB device directly to the computer's USB port to confirm the device itself is
functional.

Test the extension cable with a different USB device.



If using multiple cascaded cables, try reducing the number of cables to isolate the issue.

Connect the male end of the extension cable to a different USB port on your computer.

Slow Data Transfer:

Verify that both the host port and the connected device support USB 2.0 speeds.

Ensure no other high-bandwidth USB devices are connected to the same USB hub or controller.

If cascading cables, ensure you are within the recommended limit of 5 cables. Exceeding this limit
may degrade performance.

Intermittent Connection:

Check for any physical damage to the cable or connectors.

Ensure the cable is not excessively bent or strained.

Avoid electromagnetic interference (EMI) by keeping the cable away from power cords, fluorescent
lights, and other sources of electrical noise.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Value

Brand StarTech.com

Model Name 15 ft USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable - M/F (USB2FAAEXT15)

Connector Type USB Type A (Male) to USB Type A (Female)

Cable Type USB 2.0 Active Extension Cable

Cable Length 16.4 ft (5 meters)

Data Transfer Rate Up to 480 Megabits Per Second (USB 2.0 Hi-Speed)

Power Source Bus Powered (no external power adapter required)

Cascading Limit Up to 5 active cables for a total of 75ft (22.5m)

Compatible Devices Camera, Printer, Scanner, Storage Device, and other USB 2.0 peripherals

Compatibility Backwards compatible with USB 1.1 devices; Works with PCs and Macs

Color Space Gray

Outer Material Polyvinyl Chloride

Product Dimensions 180 x 1.2 x 0.9 inches

Item Weight 5.4 ounces

Indoor/Outdoor Usage Indoor, Outdoor

UPC 065030810500

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

This StarTech.com product is backed by a lifetime warranty. For technical support, product information, or



warranty claims, please visit the official StarTech.com website or contact their customer service directly. Keep
your purchase receipt for warranty validation.
For additional resources and product details, you may visit the Amazon product page.

https://www.amazon.com/USB-2-0-Active-Extension-Cable/dp/B0009PD2TC
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