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PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Metra 70-1786 Radio Wiring Harness is designed for seamless integration of an aftermarket radio into select 1999 to
2004 Land Rover Discovery and 1991 to 1999 Mercedes Benz vehicles. This harness plugs directly behind the factory
radio, allowing for the retention of the original factory amplifier. It features 4 RCA plugs that connect to the pre-amp
outputs of your aftermarket radio, eliminating the need for cutting factory wiring.
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Image 1: The Metra 70-1786 Radio Wiring Harness, showing the main vehicle connector and the four RCA plugs for audio output.



Image 2: Packaging for the Metra 70-1786 Radio Wiring Harness, displaying product information and installation features.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Before beginning installation, ensure your vehicle's battery is disconnected to prevent electrical shorts. This harness is
designed for a plug-and-play experience with compatible vehicles, but some aftermarket radios or specific vehicle
configurations may require minor adjustments.

General Installation Steps:

1. Preparation: Carefully remove the factory radio from your vehicle's dashboard.

2. Harness Connection: Connect the Metra 70-1786 harness to the factory wiring harness in your vehicle. Ensure a
secure fit.

3. Aftermarket Radio Connection: Connect the RCA plugs from the Metra harness to the corresponding pre-amp
outputs (typically labeled Front Left, Front Right, Rear Left, Rear Right) on your aftermarket radio.

4. Power and Ignition Wires: The harness provides connections for constant 12-volt power and accessory/ignition
power. In some Mercedes and Land Rover applications, the 12-volt constant wire (Yellow) and accessory wire (Red)



may be reversed. Consult your aftermarket radio's wiring diagram and your vehicle's specific wiring to ensure correct
connection. You may need to swap these wires if the radio does not power on or retain settings.

5. Amplifier Turn-On: Ensure the amplifier turn-on wire (often Blue or Blue/White) from your aftermarket radio is
connected to the corresponding wire on the Metra harness to activate the factory amplifier.

6. Testing: Before fully reassembling the dashboard, reconnect the vehicle battery and test the aftermarket radio's
functionality, including power, sound, balance, and fade.

7. Final Assembly: Once confirmed operational, securely mount the aftermarket radio and reassemble the dashboard
components.

Important Considerations:

RCA Plug Compatibility: While this harness features RCA plugs for pre-amp outputs, some aftermarket radios may
require direct speaker wire connections. In such cases, the RCA plugs on the Metra harness may need to be carefully
cut and the wires spliced directly to the aftermarket radio's speaker wires. Ensure correct polarity (positive to positive,
negative to negative).

Factory Amplifier Retention: This harness is designed to retain the factory amplifier. Vehicles with complex factory
audio systems (e.g., Bose systems) are generally compatible, provided they use analog signals and not fiber optic
connections for the amplifier. Newer Mercedes models (e.g., W163 from 2001 onwards) may use fiber optics, which
are not compatible with this harness.

Vehicle-Specific Features: Be aware that some vehicle-specific features, such as steering wheel controls or third-row
seat audio (e.g., in some Land Rover Discovery models), may not be retained or supported by this harness. Additional
interfaces may be required for these functions.

Speaker Configuration: In some Mercedes models (e.g., SLK 230), the factory setup might only have two front
speakers with rear speakers acting as low-frequency units, and the amplifier manages frequency allocation. Ensure
your aftermarket radio settings are adjusted accordingly (e.g., set to FRONT or ALL, not just REAR if no dedicated
rear speakers are present).

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once the Metra 70-1786 wiring harness is correctly installed, the operation of your aftermarket radio will be as per its
manufacturer's instructions. The harness facilitates the electrical connection between your new radio and the vehicle's
existing wiring, including power, ground, and audio signals to the factory amplifier.

Power On/Off: The radio should power on and off with the vehicle's ignition, or as configured during installation (e.g.,
constant power).

Audio Output: Audio will be routed through the factory amplifier and speakers. Adjust volume, balance, and fade
settings on your aftermarket radio.

Settings Retention: If the constant power wire is correctly connected, your radio's settings, presets, and clock should
be retained when the vehicle is turned off.

MAINTENANCE

The Metra 70-1786 Radio Wiring Harness is a passive component and requires minimal maintenance. Once installed
correctly, it is designed for long-term reliability.

Periodic Checks: If you experience intermittent audio or power issues, it is advisable to check the connections of the
harness to both the vehicle and the aftermarket radio to ensure they remain secure.

Environmental Factors: Ensure the harness and its connections are protected from moisture and excessive heat
within the dashboard cavity.



TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues after installing the Metra 70-1786 harness, refer to the following common problems and solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No power to
aftermarket
radio.

Incorrect constant (Yellow)
or accessory (Red) wire
connection; blown fuse.

Verify Yellow and Red wires are correctly connected and not reversed.
Check vehicle's fuse box and radio's inline fuse.

Radio turns
off when
ignition is off,
loses
settings.

Constant (Yellow) and
accessory (Red) wires are
reversed.

Swap the Yellow and Red wires.

No sound
from
speakers.

RCA plugs not connected
correctly; factory amplifier
not turning on; RCA plugs
incompatible with radio.

Ensure RCA plugs are fully inserted into the radio's pre-amp outputs.
Verify the amplifier turn-on wire (Blue/Blue-White) is connected. If still no
sound, consider cutting RCA plugs and splicing wires directly to radio's
speaker outputs, ensuring correct polarity.

Popping
sound when
changing
tracks/menu.

Interference or impedance
mismatch with RCA
connections.

This can sometimes occur with RCA connections to certain factory
amplifiers. Splicing the wires directly (bypassing RCA plugs) may
resolve this.

Steering
wheel
controls or
third-row
audio not
working.

These features are not
supported by the harness.

This harness does not provide connections for these specific features.
An additional interface module may be required, if available for your
vehicle.

Radio works,
but sound
quality is poor
or distorted.

Incorrect speaker wiring
polarity; factory amplifier
issues.

Double-check all speaker wire connections for correct positive/negative
polarity. Ensure the factory amplifier is functioning correctly.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Brand Metra

Model Number 70-1786

Material Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene

Item Dimensions (L x W x H) 4.5 x 1.5 x 5.5 inches

Item Weight 2.4 ounces

Cable Type RCA

Connector Type RCA



Recommended Uses Automobile

Manufacturer Metra Electronics

Country of Origin USA

UPC 086429108442, 163121225681, 999996696215

GTIN 00163121225681, 00086429108442

Attribute Detail

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Warranty Information:

The Metra 70-1786 Radio Wiring Harness comes with a 1-Year Limited Warranty from the date of purchase. This
warranty covers defects in materials and workmanship under normal use. Please retain your proof of purchase for
warranty claims.

Customer Support:

For technical assistance, installation questions, or warranty inquiries, please contact Metra Electronics customer support:

Helpline: (800) 253-TECH

Website: www.metraonline.com

When contacting support, please have your product model number (70-1786) and purchase information ready.

© 2024 Metra Electronics. All rights reserved.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

https://www.metraonline.com
http://127.0.0.1/privacy-policy


Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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