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1. INTRODUCTION

Thank you for choosing the Black+Decker KA88 Belt Sander. This manual provides essential information
for the safe and effective operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your new tool. Please read this
manual thoroughly before use and retain it for future reference.

2. SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

WARNING: Read all safety warnings and instructions. Failure to follow the warnings and
instructions may result in electric shock, fire, and/or serious injury.

Work Area Safety: Keep your work area clean and well-lit. Cluttered or dark areas invite accidents.
Do not operate power tools in explosive atmospheres, such as in the presence of flammable liquids,
gases, or dust.

Electrical Safety: Power tool plugs must match the outlet. Never modify the plug in any way. Do not
abuse the cord. Never use the cord for carrying, pulling, or unplugging the power tool. Keep cord
away from heat, oil, sharp edges, or moving parts.

Personal Safety: Always wear eye protection. Use hearing protection when operating for extended
periods. Dress properly. Do not wear loose clothing or jewelry. Keep your hair, clothing, and gloves
away from moving parts.

Power Tool Use and Care: Do not force the power tool. Use the correct power tool for your
application. Disconnect the plug from the power source before making any adjustments, changing
accessories, or storing power tools.

Dust Collection: This tool is equipped with a dust collection system. Always use it to minimize dust
exposure, which can be harmful to health.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW
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The Black+Decker KA88 is a powerful belt sander designed for efficient material removal and surface
preparation. Familiarize yourself with its components before operation.

Figure 1: Main view of the Black+Decker KA88 Belt Sander, showing its ergonomic design and belt mechanism.

Adjustable Handle: The handle can be set in three different positions for optimal control and reduced
user fatigue during various sanding tasks.

Front Roller with Bumper: A bright bumper located on the front hood allows for close-edge sanding
without damaging adjacent surfaces like baseboards.

Dust Collection Bag: An integrated cyclonic action dust collection bag helps keep your workspace
clean by efficiently collecting sanding dust.

Belt Tracking Adjustment Dial: This manual dial allows for easy adjustment and maintenance of the
sanding belt's position during operation.

Figure 2: The adjustable handle of the sander, shown in different positions for user comfort and control.



Figure 3: Rear view of the sander, highlighting the attached dust collection bag.

4. SETUP

4.1 Attaching the Dust Bag

1. Ensure the sander is unplugged from the power source.

2. Locate the dust extraction port on the sander.

3. Slide the dust collection bag onto the port until it is securely fastened. Ensure a tight fit to maximize
dust collection efficiency.

4.2 Installing/Changing the Sanding Belt

1. Unplug the sander.

2. Locate the belt release lever (refer to product diagrams if available). Engage the lever to loosen the
belt tension.

3. Remove the old sanding belt (if applicable).

4. Place the new sanding belt onto the rollers, ensuring the directional arrow on the belt matches the
arrow on the sander.

5. Release the belt release lever to tension the new belt.

6. Plug in the sander briefly and run it to check belt tracking. Adjust the belt tracking dial as needed until
the belt runs centrally on the rollers.

4.3 Adjusting the Handle

The front handle can be adjusted to one of three positions. Loosen the handle adjustment knob, move the
handle to the desired position, and then securely tighten the knob.

5. OPERATING

Always ensure proper safety precautions are followed before operating the sander.

5.1 General Sanding Techniques



1. Secure your workpiece to prevent movement during sanding.

2. Hold the sander firmly with both hands.

3. Switch on the sander before making contact with the workpiece.

4. Apply even, moderate pressure and move the sander smoothly across the surface in the direction of
the wood grain. Avoid tilting the sander or applying excessive pressure, which can cause gouging or
uneven sanding.

5. For optimal dust collection, ensure the dust bag is properly attached and emptied regularly.

6. Switch off the sander and allow the belt to stop completely before lifting it from the workpiece.

Figure 4: Demonstrating close-edge sanding, utilizing the front roller for precision near baseboards.

5.2 Specific Applications

Large Flat Surfaces: Use long, overlapping strokes to ensure an even finish.

Edge Sanding: The front roller allows for effective sanding right up to edges and corners.

Curved Surfaces: While primarily for flat surfaces, careful manipulation can allow for light sanding on
gentle curves.



Figure 5: The sander in use on a wooden cabinet, illustrating its application for preparing large flat surfaces.



Figure 6: The sander being used on stair balusters, demonstrating its versatility for various woodworking tasks.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your sander.

Cleaning: After each use, unplug the tool and clean the exterior with a damp cloth. Use compressed
air to clear dust from ventilation openings. Do not use harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners.

Dust Bag: Empty the dust bag frequently to maintain effective dust collection and prevent clogging.
Clean the bag periodically by shaking or washing (if fabric).

Belt Inspection: Regularly inspect the sanding belt for wear, tears, or clogging. Replace worn belts
promptly.

Carbon Brushes: The motor's carbon brushes may require periodic inspection and replacement by a
qualified service technician.

Storage: Store the sander in a dry, secure place out of reach of children.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Sander does
not start

No power supply; Faulty switch;
Damaged cord

Check power outlet and cord; Contact
service center for switch/cord replacement.

Poor sanding
performance

Worn or clogged sanding belt; Incorrect
belt grit for task; Excessive pressure

Replace sanding belt; Use appropriate grit;
Apply moderate, even pressure.

Belt runs off
track

Incorrect belt tracking adjustment; Worn
rollers

Adjust belt tracking dial; Contact service
center if rollers are worn.

Excessive
dust

Dust bag full or improperly attached;
Clogged dust port

Empty and reattach dust bag securely; Clear
any blockages in the dust port.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Number KA88

Power 720 W

Voltage 230 V AC

Power Source Corded Electric

Cable Length 3 m

Dimensions (L x W x H) 42 x 20.5 x 16 cm

Weight 0.998 kg (998 g)

Dust Extraction Dust Bag (Cyclonic Action)

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Black+Decker products are manufactured to high-quality standards. For information regarding warranty
coverage, service, or technical support, please refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit
the official Black+Decker website. Do not attempt to repair the tool yourself; always contact authorized
service personnel for repairs.
For further assistance, please visit: www.blackanddecker.com

© 2023 Black+Decker. All rights reserved.

https://www.blackanddecker.com
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