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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the safe and effective use of your Tamron SP AF 200-500mm F/5-6.3 Di
LD [IF] telephoto zoom lens for Sony cameras. Please read this manual thoroughly before using the lens to ensure
optimal performance and longevity. Keep this manual in a safe place for future reference.

PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Tamron SP AF 200-500mm F/5-6.3 Di LD [IF] lens is a super performance telephoto zoom lens designed for
demanding photographers. It offers a versatile focal length range suitable for wildlife, sports, and other distant subjects.
Key features include:

SP (Super Performance) Series: Designed for high image quality and performance.

Di (Digitally Integrated) Lenses: Optimized for digital SLR cameras, compatible with APS-C and full-frame
sensors.

LD (Low Dispersion) Glass: Reduces chromatic aberration, enhancing image sharpness and color accuracy.

IF (Internal Focusing) System: Maintains a fixed lens length during focusing, improving handling and optical
performance. It also allows for a closer minimum focusing distance.

FEC (Filter Effect Control) Function: Enables rotation of polarizing and graduated filters even with the lens hood
attached.
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Figure 1: Tamron SP AF 200-500mm F/5-6.3 Di LD [IF] Lens. This image displays the full lens with its attached lens hood, zoom ring,



focus ring, and tripod collar. Visible markings include "TAMRON SP AF LD (IF) 200-500mm 1:5-6.3", focal length indicators (200, 250), a
zoom lock switch, and the AF/M switch.

SETUP

Attaching the Lens

1. Remove the rear lens cap and the camera body cap.

2. Align the mounting mark on the lens barrel with the corresponding mounting mark on your camera body.

3. Insert the lens into the camera mount and rotate it clockwise (for Sony A-mount) until it clicks into place. Ensure the
lens is securely locked.

Detaching the Lens

1. While holding down the lens release button on the camera body, rotate the lens counter-clockwise until it stops.

2. Carefully remove the lens from the camera body.

3. Attach the rear lens cap to protect the rear element.

Using the Tripod Collar

Due to its size and weight, this lens is equipped with a tripod collar. Attach your tripod or monopod to the tripod collar
mount for better balance and stability, especially during long exposures or when using the lens at its maximum focal
length. The collar can be rotated to switch between horizontal and vertical orientations without detaching the camera from
the tripod.

OPERATING THE LENS

Focusing (AF/MF Switch)



Figure 2: Detail of the AF/M switch and focus distance scale. The switch allows selection between Autofocus (AF) and Manual Focus (M).
The focus distance scale shows distances in feet (ft) and meters (m).

Autofocus (AF): Set the AF/M switch on the lens to "AF". The camera will automatically focus on your subject.

Manual Focus (MF): Set the AF/M switch on the lens to "M". Rotate the focus ring to manually adjust the focus.
The focus distance scale indicates the current focus distance.

Zooming





Figure 3: Detail of the zoom ring and zoom lock switch. The zoom ring is marked with focal lengths (e.g., 200, 250). The 'LOCK' switch is
visible near the 200mm mark.

To change the focal length, rotate the zoom ring on the lens barrel. The lens features a zoom lock switch, typically located
near the 200mm mark. Engage the lock switch to prevent the lens from extending or retracting unintentionally, especially
when carrying the camera or during transport.

Filter Effect Control (FEC)

The FEC function allows you to rotate a polarizing or graduated filter even when the lens hood is attached. To use this
feature, rotate the FEC ring, which in turn rotates the portion of the filter mount where the filter is installed. This eliminates
the need to remove the lens hood to adjust your filter.

MAINTENANCE

Cleaning Lens Elements: Use a lens blower brush to remove dust, then gently wipe with a clean microfiber cloth
and lens cleaning solution if necessary. Avoid touching the glass with your fingers.

Cleaning Lens Body: Wipe the lens barrel with a soft, dry cloth. Do not use organic solvents like paint thinner or
benzene.

Storage: Store the lens in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and high humidity. Use lens caps when not in
use. If storing for extended periods, consider a dehumidifying cabinet.

Avoid Extreme Conditions: Do not expose the lens to extreme temperatures, sudden temperature changes, or
excessive moisture.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Lens not attaching to camera: Ensure the mounting marks are aligned correctly and the lens is rotated until it
clicks. Check for any obstructions on the lens mount or camera body.

Autofocus not working: Verify the AF/M switch on the lens is set to "AF" and the camera's focus mode is set to
autofocus. Check camera settings for any focus restrictions.

Images are blurry: Ensure the lens is properly focused. Check for camera shake (use a tripod if necessary). Verify
lens elements are clean.

Zoom ring is stiff: Ensure the zoom lock switch is disengaged. If the issue persists, avoid forcing the ring and
consult Tamron support.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand Tamron

Model Number 5552

Focal Length 200-500mm

Maximum Aperture F/5-6.3

Lens Type Telephoto Zoom

Compatible
Mountings

Sony E (Note: Product description and age suggest Sony A-mount. Please verify compatibility with your
specific camera model.)



Minimum Focus
Distance

8.20 ft (2.5 m)

Magnification 0.2x

Diaphragm Blades 9

Product
Dimensions

3.68 x 3.68 x 8.84 inches

Item Weight 2.7 pounds

Feature Detail

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information, product registration, and technical support, please refer to the official Tamron website
or contact your local Tamron distributor. Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase for warranty claims.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question

http://127.0.0.1/privacy-policy
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