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1. INTRODUCTION

The Shure KSM32 is a high-quality, side-address cardioid condenser microphone designed for critical studio
recording and live sound productions. It features an embossed single-diaphragm for smooth, neutral sound
reproduction with extended frequency response, capturing the original sound source with clarity and detail.

This manual provides essential information for the proper setup, operation, and maintenance of your Shure
KSM32 microphone to ensure optimal performance and longevity.
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Image 1.1: The Shure KSM32 Cardioid Condenser Microphone.

2. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that your Shure KSM32 package contains the following items:

Shure KSM32 Embossed Single-Diaphragm Cardioid Condenser Studio Microphone

Padded, zippered carrying bag

Swivel mount

Shock mount

Red velvet bag



Image 2.1: Shure KSM32 microphone and included accessories.



3. KEY FEATURES AND PERFORMANCE

3.1. Key Features

Cardioid Polar Pattern: Provides excellent off-axis rejection, focusing on the sound source directly in
front of the microphone.

Embossed, High-Compliance Mylar Diaphragm: Ensures extended low-frequency response and
excellent transient response.

Class A, Transformerless Preamplifier Circuitry: Minimizes cross-over distortion for improved linearity
across the full frequency range.

15 dB Attenuation Switch: Allows for handling extremely high sound pressure levels (SPL) without
distortion.

Switchable Low-Frequency Filter: Provides flexibility to reduce background noise or counteract the
proximity effect.

Integrated Three-Stage Pop Protection Grille: Reduces 'pop' sounds and other breath noise.

Internal Shock Mount: Minimizes the transmission of handling noise.

Image 3.1: The Shure KSM32 microphone with its shock mount, designed to reduce handling noise.

3.2. Performance Characteristics

Extended frequency response for natural sound reproduction.

Very low self-noise for clean recordings.

Exceptional low-frequency reproduction.

High output level and high input SPL capability.

No cross-over distortion.

Extremely uniform polar response.

Superior common mode rejection and suppression of radio frequency interference.

4. SETUP AND CONNECTION

The Shure KSM32 is a condenser microphone and requires 48V phantom power to operate. Ensure your



mixer, audio interface, or preamplifier provides phantom power before connecting the microphone.

1. Mounting: Secure the KSM32 microphone into the provided shock mount or swivel mount. Attach the
mount to a standard microphone stand.

2. Connection: Connect a balanced XLR cable from the microphone's output to an input on your mixer,
audio interface, or preamplifier. Ensure the XLR cable is in good condition.

3. Phantom Power: Activate the 48V phantom power on your connected device. The microphone will not
function without it.

4. Gain Staging: Adjust the input gain on your mixer or interface to achieve an appropriate signal level,
avoiding clipping or distortion.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

5.1. Controls and Adjustments

The KSM32 features two switches on its body for sound shaping:

Attenuation Switch (Pad): This switch provides a 0 dB or -15 dB attenuation. Use the -15 dB setting
when recording very loud sound sources (e.g., close-miked drums, loud guitar amplifiers) to prevent input
overload and distortion in your preamplifier.

Low-Frequency Filter Switch: This switch offers three settings:

Flat: No low-frequency roll-off.

-6 dB/octave below 115 Hz: Reduces low-end rumble and proximity effect.

-18 dB/octave below 80 Hz: Provides a steeper low-frequency cut for more aggressive rumble
reduction or to compensate for extreme proximity effect.

5.2. Recommended Applications

The KSM32 is a versatile microphone suitable for a wide range of recording and live sound applications:

Voice: Solo vocals, background vocals, voice-overs, broadcasting.

Acoustic Instruments: Piano, acoustic guitar, drums, percussion, strings.

Wind Instruments: Brass and woodwind instruments.

Low-Frequency Instruments: Double bass, electric bass, kick drum.

Overhead Miking: Drums or percussion.

Ensembles: Choral or orchestral recordings.

Room Ambiance: Capturing the natural sound of a room for guitar amplifiers or drums.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail

Microphone Type Permanently Biased Condenser

Polar Pattern Cardioid

Frequency Response 20 Hz to 20,000 Hz

Output Impedance 150 ohms (actual)



Attenuation Switch 0 dB or -15 dB

Low Frequency Response Switch Flat; -6 dB/octave below 115 Hz; -18 dB/octave below 80 Hz

Phantom Power Requirement 48 Vdc +/- 4 Vdc (IEC-268-15/DIN 45 596), positive pins 2 and 3

Current Drain 4.65 mA typical at 48 Vdc

Common Mode Rejection ≥50 dB, 20 Hz to 20 kHz

Sensitivity (at 1000 Hz; 1 Pa = 94
dB SPL)

-36 dBV/Pa (16 mV)

Self-noise (A-weighted, IEC 651) 13 dB equivalent SPL

Polarity
Positive pressure on diaphragm produces positive voltage on output pin
2 relative to pin 3

Weight 17.3 ounces (0.49 kg)

Dimensions (L x W x H) 7.37 x 2.2 x 2.2 inches (18.72 x 5.59 x 5.59 cm)

Material Mylar diaphragm

Connector Type XLR

Specification Detail

Image 6.1: Typical Frequency Response of the Shure KSM32.

Image 6.2: Typical Cardioid Polar Pattern of the Shure KSM32.

7. MAINTENANCE

Proper care and maintenance will ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your KSM32 microphone.

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the microphone body. Do not use harsh chemicals or abrasive



cleaners. For the grille, a soft brush can be used to gently remove dust or debris.

Storage: When not in use, store the microphone in its padded carrying bag to protect it from dust,
moisture, and physical damage. Avoid storing in extreme temperatures or high humidity.

Handling: Always handle the microphone with care. Avoid dropping it or subjecting it to strong impacts,
as this can damage the delicate internal components.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Shure KSM32 microphone, refer to the following common troubleshooting
steps:

No Sound Output:

Ensure 48V phantom power is enabled on your mixer or interface.

Check all cable connections. Try a different XLR cable to rule out a faulty cable.

Verify that the input gain on your mixer/interface is set appropriately.

Confirm the correct input channel is selected on your audio device.

Distorted Sound:

If the sound is distorted, check if the -15 dB attenuation switch is engaged for loud sources.

Reduce the input gain on your mixer or interface.

Ensure the microphone is not placed too close to an extremely loud sound source without proper
attenuation.

Excessive Low-End or Rumble:

Engage the low-frequency filter switch to reduce unwanted low-end noise or proximity effect.

Adjust microphone placement to reduce proximity effect (moving the microphone slightly further from
the source).

Intermittent Sound or Noise:

Inspect XLR cables for damage or loose connections.

Ensure the microphone is securely mounted and the internal shock mount is functioning correctly to
minimize handling noise.

Check for potential sources of electromagnetic interference (EMI) near the microphone or cables.

If these steps do not resolve the issue, please contact Shure customer support for further assistance.

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Shure products are designed for reliability and performance. For information regarding warranty coverage,
service, or technical support for your KSM32 microphone, please refer to the official Shure website or contact
Shure customer service directly. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

Shure Official Website: www.shure.com
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Shure BETA91A Semi-Cardioid Condenser Microphone User Guide
Detailed user guide for the Shure BETA91A semi-cardioid condenser microphone, covering
features, applications, placement, specifications, and technical details for kick drums, pianos, and
other low-frequency instruments.

Shure SM58 Vocal Microphone User Guide
Comprehensive user guide for the Shure SM58 cardioid dynamic vocal microphone, covering
general description, features, placement, applications, specifications, accessories, and
certifications.

Shure SM81 Instrument Microphone User Guide
Comprehensive user guide for the Shure SM81, a high-quality, unidirectional condenser
microphone designed for studio recording, broadcasting, and sound reinforcement. Features
include detailed specifications, operating instructions, and accessory information.

Shure MV5 Digital Condenser Microphone User Guide
Comprehensive user guide for the Shure MV5 Digital Condenser Microphone, covering setup,
features, placement, troubleshooting, system requirements, and specifications for optimal audio
recording.

Shure BETA57A Instrument Microphone User Guide
Comprehensive user guide for the Shure BETA57A supercardioid dynamic instrument microphone,
covering its features, applications, placement techniques, specifications, accessories, and
certifications.

Shure WL183M, WL184M, WL185M Lavalier Condenser Microphone User Guide and
Specifications
Comprehensive user guide and technical specifications for Shure WL183M, WL184M, and
WL185M lavalier condenser microphones, covering general description, model variations,
installation, performance specifications, accessories, and wiring.
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SHURE INCORPORATED NIEREN-KONDENSATORMIKROFON KSM32 Wir
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Guide de I Utilisateur Bedienungsanle ... cal Frequency Response Furnished
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