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Epiphone SG Special Electric Guitar (Black)
Instruction Manual

Model: ESGSEBCH1

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the setup, operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of
your Epiphone SG Special Electric Guitar. Designed for both new and experienced players, this instrument
offers classic style and reliable performance. Please read through these instructions carefully to ensure
optimal use and longevity of your guitar.

KEey FEATURES

Lam Alder/Maple body construction

o Two open-coil humbucker pickups for versatile tone

Angled headstock for improved string tension and sustain

Rosewood fingerboard for smooth playability

LockTone Tune-O-Matic bridge and stopbar tailpiece for enhanced sustain and easier string changes

o Chrome hardware for durability and aesthetic appeal

SETUP

1. Unpacking and Inspection

Carefully remove the guitar from its packaging. Inspect the instrument for any signs of damage that may
have occurred during shipping. Ensure all components are present.

2. Tuning the Guitar
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Before playing, tune your guitar. Use an electronic tuner for accuracy. The standard tuning for a 6-string
guitar is E-A-D-G-B-e (from thickest to thinnest string).

3. Connecting to an Amplifier

Insert one end of a standard 1/4-inch instrument cable into the output jack located on the lower bout of the
guitar. Connect the other end to the input of your guitar amplifier. Ensure your amplifier is turned off or at a
low volume before connecting or disconnecting the cable to prevent sudden loud noises.

OPERATING THE GUITAR

1. Controls Overview
Your Epiphone SG Special features the following controls:

¢ Volume Knobs: Two independent volume controls, one for each humbucker pickup. Turn clockwise
to increase volume, counter-clockwise to decrease.

« Tone Knobs: Two independent tone controls, one for each humbucker pickup. Turn clockwise for
brighter tones, counter-clockwise for warmer, darker tones.

o 3-Way Pickup Selector Switch: This switch allows you to select which pickup(s) are active:

o Up Position: Neck pickup only (for warmer, rounder tones).
o Middle Position: Both neck and bridge pickups (for a balanced, full tone).

o Down Position: Bridge pickup only (for brighter, sharper tones, often used for lead guitar).

2. Playing Techniques

Experiment with the volume and tone controls, as well as the pickup selector, to discover the wide range of
sounds your SG Special can produce. Adjust your amplifier settings to further shape your sound. Practice
basic chords, scales, and strumming patterns to familiarize yourself with the instrument.

MAINTENANCE

1. Cleaning

Regularly wipe down your guitar with a soft, lint-free cloth after each use to remove sweat and fingerprints.
For a deeper clean, use guitar-specific cleaning products. Avoid abrasive cleaners or household chemicals.

2. String Replacement

Strings should be replaced periodically, depending on usage. Old strings can sound dull and affect tuning
stability. Replace one string at a time to maintain neck tension. Refer to online resources or a qualified
technician if you are unsure about string replacement.

3. Fretboard Care

The rosewood fretboard may benefit from occasional conditioning to prevent drying and cracking. Use a
small amount of lemon oil or a specialized fretboard conditioner, applied with a clean cloth, and wipe off any
excess.

4. Storage

Store your guitar in a stable environment, away from extreme temperature changes or humidity fluctuations.
A guitar case or gig bag provides protection from dust and physical damage.



TROUBLESHOOTING

1. No Sound from Amplifier

o Check if the guitar cable is securely plugged into both the guitar and the amplifier.

o Ensure the amplifier is turned on and its volume is not at zero.

2. Buzzing Strings

o Ensure proper finger placement when fretting notes.

Verify that the guitar's volume knobs are turned up.

Test with a different cable or amplifier to isolate the issue.

o Check for worn frets or an improperly set action (string height).

o Verify that the neck relief is correct. These issues may require professional setup.

3. Poor Intonation

If notes played at the 12th fret do not match the open string an octave higher, the intonation may need
adjustment. This involves adjusting the saddles on the Tune-O-Matic bridge. It is recommended to consult a

qualified guitar technician for precise intonation adjustments.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature

Brand

Model Number
Color

Body Material
Neck Material
Fretboard Material
Pickup Configuration
Number of Strings
Scale Length
Bridge System
Item Weight

Item Dimensions (L x W x H)

Probuct OVERVIEW

Detail
Epiphone
ESGSEBCH1
Black

Alder; Maple
Maple
Rosewood
Humbucker (H)
6

24.75 inches
Tune-O-Matic
11 Pounds

44 x 16.5 x 4 inches



Front view of the Epiphone SG Special Electric Guitar in Black, showcasing its classic double-cutaway body and
humbucker pickups.

A full-length view of the Epiphone SG Special Electric Guitar in Black, highlighting its sleek design and hardware.

Close-up view of the Epiphone SG Special's body, showing the two open-coil humbucker pickups, control knobs, and
pickguard.

Rear view of the Epiphone SG Special Electric Guitar, showing the neck joint and the back of the body.

Detailed view of the Epiphone SG Special headstock, featuring the Epiphone logo, 'SG Special' model designation, and
tuning machines.

The Epiphone SG Special Electric Guitar shown in both Red and Black finishes, illustrating the model's design across
color options.

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT



Epiphone offers a limited lifetime warranty on its electric guitars, covering manufacturing defects. For
specific warranty details, registration, and support inquiries, please refer to the official Epiphone website or
contact their customer service. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

For additional resources, including setup guides and product information, visit theEpiphone Store on

Amazon.


https://www.amazon.com/stores/Epiphone/page/8D6A1B30-4E1C-4092-B2C7-CF102F5465AD
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