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BOSS ODB-3 Bass Overdrive Pedal User Manual

MobeL: ODB-3

Introduction

The BOSS ODB-3 is a dedicated bass overdrive pedal designed to provide a wide range of distortion effects, from mild
overdrive to aggressive fuzz. This manual provides essential information for the proper setup, operation, and
maintenance of your ODB-3 pedal, ensuring optimal performance and longevity.

Safety Information

To prevent malfunction or damage to the unit, and to avoid electric shock, injury, or damage to property, please read the
following safety precautions carefully.

Power Supply: Use only the specified AC adapter (BOSS PSA series, sold separately) or a 9V battery. Do not use

any other adapter.
o Connections: Ensure all connections are secure before operating the unit.

+ Environment: Do not expose the unit to extreme temperatures, humidity, or direct sunlight. Avoid using near water
sources.

« Handling: Do not drop or subject the unit to strong impacts. Do not attempt to repair or modify the unit yourself.

Panel Layout and Controls

Familiarize yourself with the various controls and connections on your ODB-3 pedal.
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Figure 1: Front view of the BOSS ODB-3 Bass Overdrive Pedal, showing control knobs and jacks.

o LEVEL Knob: Controls the overall output volume of the effect. Turn clockwise to increase volume, counter-

clockwise to decrease.

« EQ Knob: A two-band equalizer that allows you to shape the tone of the overdriven sound. Adjust to CUT or
BOOST HIGH and LOW frequencies.

« BALANCE Knob: Mixes the dry (unaffected) bass signal with the overdriven (effected) signal. Turn towards 'DRY’
for more clean signal, towards 'OD' for more overdriven signal.



o GAIN Knob: Adjusts the amount of overdrive or distortion applied to your bass signal. Turn clockwise for more
intense distortion, counter-clockwise for milder overdrive.

o INPUT Jack: Connect your bass guitar here using a standard 1/4-inch instrument cable.

o« OUTPUT Jack: Connect this jack to your bass amplifier or the input of another effects pedal using a standard 1/4-
inch instrument cable.

o« CHECK Indicator: This LED illuminates when the effect is active. It also indicates battery status; if it dims or fails to
light, the battery is low and needs replacement.

o Pedal Switch: Press to toggle the effect on or off.

Setup

Follow these steps to set up your BOSS ODB-3 pedal.
1. Power Supply:

o Battery Installation: To install a 9V battery, loosen the thumbscrew on the pedal's front, lift the pedal, and
insert the battery into the battery snap. Ensure correct polarity.

o AC Adapter: For extended use, connect a BOSS PSA series AC adapter (sold separately) to the DC IN jack.
This will automatically bypass the battery.

2. Connections:

o Connect your bass guitar to the INPUT jack.
o Connect the OUTPUT jack to your bass amplifier's input.

3. Initial Settings: Before turning on your amplifier, set all knobs on the ODB-3 to their center positions (12 o'clock) as
a starting point. Ensure your amplifier's volume is set to a low level.



Figure 2: Side view of the BOSS ODB-3, illustrating the input and output jack locations.

Operating

The BOSS ODB-3 offers versatile tone shaping for bass. Experiment with the controls to find your desired sound.

« Engaging the Effect: Press the pedal switch to turn the overdrive effect on or off. The CHECK indicator will light up
when the effect is active.



o Adjusting Overdrive: Use the GAIN knob to control the intensity of the distortion. Lower settings provide a subtle,
warm overdrive, while higher settings deliver aggressive, heavy distortion suitable for hard rock or metal.

« Blending Dry and Overdriven Signals: The BALANCE knob is crucial for maintaining bass clarity. Turn it towards
'DRY" to retain more of your original bass tone, or towards 'OD' to emphasize the distorted sound. A common
technique is to blend a significant amount of dry signal to preserve low-end punch while adding grit with the
overdriven signal.

« Tone Shaping with EQ: The EQ knob allows you to fine-tune the frequency response of the overdriven sound.
Adjust it to cut or boost high and low frequencies to match your instrument, amplifier, and musical style. This helps
prevent muddiness or excessive harshness.

o Output Volume: The LEVEL knob controls the overall output volume. Adjust it to match the volume of your clean
signal when the pedal is bypassed, or to boost your sound for solos.

o Compatibility: The ODB-3 is designed to work effectively with both four-string and five-string bass guitars, ensuring
consistent performance across different instruments.

Maintenance

Proper care will extend the life of your pedal.

« Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe the exterior of the unit. Do not use abrasive cleaners, waxes, or solvents.

o Battery Replacement: When the CHECK indicator dims or fails to light during operation, replace the 9V battery.
Always remove the battery if the unit will not be used for an extended period to prevent leakage.

o Storage: Store the pedal in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Troubleshooting

If you encounter issues with your ODB-3, refer to the following common solutions.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

¢ Incorrect connections o Check all instrument cable connections.

o Low or dead battery o Replace the 9V battery or use an AC adapter.
No sound or weak sound o

o Faulty cables o Test with different cables.

o Amplifier settings o Ensure your amplifier is on and volume is up.

o Reduce the GAIN knob setting.

« High GAIN settings o Ensure proper shielding of cables and power

supply.
) ) ) o Interference from other
Excessive noise (hiss/fuzz) . « Try a different power outlet or isolated power
electronics

supply.

o Ground loop issues PRl

« Adjust the EQ knob to reduce harsh high

frequencies.

o Ensure AC adapter is connected or battery is

CHECK indicator does not ¢ No power .
installed.

light o Dead batter
g Y o Replace the 9V battery.



Specifications

Key technical specifications for the BOSS ODB-3 Bass Overdrive Pedal.

o Model: ODB-3

o Nominal Input Level: -20 dBu

e Input Impedance: 1 M ohm

o Nominal Output Level: -20 dBu

o Output Impedance: 1 k ohm

« Recommended Load Impedance: 10 k ohms or greater

o Controls: LEVEL knob, EQ knob, BALANCE knob, GAIN knob, Pedal switch
 Indicator: CHECK indicator (Serves also as battery check indicator)

o Connectors: INPUT jack, OUTPUT jack, AC adapter jack (DC 9 V)

o Power Supply: 9V Carbon-zinc battery (6F22) or Alkaline battery (6LR61), AC adapter (BOSS PSA series: sold
separately)

o Current Draw: 15 mA

o Expected Battery Life under Continuous Use:Carbon: Approx. 12 hours, Alkaline: Approx. 24 hours (These
figures will vary depending on the actual conditions of use.)

o Dimensions (W x D x H): 73 mm x 129 mm x 59 mm (2-7/8 inches x 5-1/8 inches x 2-3/8 inches)
o Weight: 420 g (0 Ibs. 15 0z.) (including battery)
o Accessories: Owner's Manual, Leaflet (USING THE UNIT SAFELY, IMPORTANT NOTES, and Information)

*0dBu = 0.775 Vrms. * The specifications are subject to change without notice.

Warranty and Support

BOSS products are manufactured to high quality standards and are backed by a limited warranty. For detailed warranty
information, product support, or service inquiries, please visit the official BOSS website or contact your local BOSS
distributor. Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase.

Online Support: www.boss.info/global/support/

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Email

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question
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Example: How do | reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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