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Melissa & Doug 503

Melissa & Doug Standard Unit Solid-Wood Building Blocks
Model: 503

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the Melissa & Doug Standard Unit Solid-Wood Building Blocks, Model 503. This 60-
piece set is designed to encourage open-ended play, creativity, and developmental learning in children aged 3 years and
older. The blocks are crafted from smooth, precision-cut hardwood and come with a wooden storage tray.

SETUP

Upon receiving your Melissa & Doug Standard Unit Solid-Wood Building Blocks, follow these steps:

1. Unpacking: Carefully remove all 60 wooden blocks and the wooden storage tray from the packaging.

2. Initial Inspection: Inspect all blocks for any signs of damage or rough edges. While the blocks are smooth-sanded,
a quick check ensures optimal play safety.

3. Ventilation: Some new wooden products may have a slight natural wood or finish odor upon opening. If present,
allow the blocks to air out in a well-ventilated area for a short period. This odor typically dissipates quickly.

4. Preparation for Play: Arrange the blocks as desired for play. The included wooden tray can be used for initial
organization or as part of the play structure itself.
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Image: The Melissa & Doug Standard Unit Solid-Wood Building Blocks set, including the wooden storage tray.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS (PLAY & LEARNING)

The Melissa & Doug Standard Unit Solid-Wood Building Blocks are designed for open-ended, imaginative play. There are
no specific rules, encouraging children to explore and create freely.

Key Play Activities:

Building and Stacking: Children can construct various structures such as towers, bridges, houses, and roads. The
precision-cut shapes allow for stable and creative designs.

Spatial Reasoning: Arranging and balancing blocks helps develop spatial awareness and understanding of
dimensions.

Fine Motor Skills: Manipulating the blocks strengthens hand-eye coordination and fine motor control.



Early Math Concepts: Through play, children can explore concepts like shapes, counting, symmetry, and part-to-
whole relationships.

Imaginative Play: The blocks can be integrated with other toys, such as figures or vehicles, to create elaborate
play scenarios and encourage storytelling.

Image: A child engaged in building with the wooden blocks, demonstrating creative play.



Image: Two children collaborating to build a complex structure using the wooden blocks.

MAINTENANCE AND CARE

Proper care will ensure the longevity of your Melissa & Doug Standard Unit Solid-Wood Building Blocks.

Cleaning: Wipe blocks with a slightly damp cloth and mild soap if necessary. Do not soak the blocks in water, as
this can damage the wood. Allow them to air dry completely before storing.

Storage: Store the blocks in their original wooden storage tray when not in use. This helps keep them organized
and protected from dust and damage. Ensure the blocks are dry before storing to prevent mold or warping.

Avoid Extreme Conditions: Do not expose blocks to extreme temperatures or humidity, as this can cause warping
or cracking.



Image: The wooden storage tray, demonstrating easy cleanup and organization of the blocks.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Here are solutions to common inquiries regarding the building blocks:

Odor: If a slight odor is detected upon opening, it is typically from the natural wood or a non-toxic finish and will
dissipate quickly with ventilation.

Block Weight: The blocks are made from solid hardwood and can be heavy, especially the larger pieces. Adult
supervision is recommended for very young children (under 3 years) to prevent accidental bumps or drops. The
recommended age is 36 months and up.

Block Sizing: The blocks are designed as



ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.
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After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
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Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?
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Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.
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