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Marantz PMD101 Mono-Pitch Control Portable Cassette
Recorder User Manual

Model: PMD101 | Brand: Marantz

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides comprehensive instructions for the operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your Marantz
PMD101 Mono-Pitch Control Portable Cassette Recorder. The PMD101 is a versatile portable cassette recorder featuring
mono recording, two heads, two speeds, and a convenient pitch control function, designed for reliable audio capture and
playback.

SETUP

1. Powering the Unit
The PMD101 can be powered by either batteries or an AC adapter (not included, sold separately). Ensure the unit is turned
off before connecting or disconnecting power sources.

Battery Installation: Open the battery compartment cover located on the bottom of the unit. Insert the required
number of C-size batteries (refer to the battery compartment for polarity markings). Close the cover securely.

AC Adapter Connection: Connect a compatible DC 6V AC adapter (center positive) to the DC IN jack on the side of
the unit. Plug the adapter into a standard wall outlet. Using an incorrect adapter may damage the unit.

2. Loading a Cassette Tape

1. Press the STOP/EJECT button to open the cassette compartment door.

2. Insert a standard compact cassette tape with the open edge facing towards the tape heads and the side to be played
or recorded facing up.

3. Gently close the cassette compartment door until it clicks shut.

3. Connecting External Devices (Optional)

Headphones: For private listening, connect 3.5mm stereo headphones to the HEADPHONES jack.
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External Microphone: To use an external microphone, connect it to the MIC IN jack. The built-in microphone will be
automatically disabled when an external microphone is connected.

Note: No relevant product images were provided for this manual.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Basic Tape Functions

PLAY: Press the PLAY button to begin tape playback.

STOP/EJECT: Press the STOP/EJECT button to stop playback or recording. Press again to open the cassette
compartment.

REWIND (REW): Press the REW button to rewind the tape.

FAST FORWARD (FF): Press the FF button to fast forward the tape.

PAUSE: Press the PAUSE button during playback or recording to temporarily stop the tape. Press again to resume.

Recording

1. Ensure a recordable cassette tape is loaded (one without the safety tabs broken off).

2. Set the desired recording speed using the SPEED switch (1-7/8 ips or 15/16 ips).

3. Adjust the VOLUME control to an appropriate level.

4. Press the RECORD button (usually red) simultaneously with the PLAY button to begin recording. The built-in
microphone will capture audio, or the external microphone if connected.

5. To stop recording, press the STOP/EJECT button.

Pitch Control
The PMD101 features a variable pitch control. During playback, rotate the PITCH CONTROL knob to adjust the playback
speed and pitch of the audio. Turning the knob clockwise increases the pitch/speed, and counter-clockwise decreases it.
This feature is useful for transcription or fine-tuning audio playback.

Speed Selection
The unit supports two tape speeds: 1-7/8 inches per second (ips) for standard playback/recording, and 15/16 ips for
extended recording time at lower fidelity. Use the SPEED switch to select the desired speed.

Note: No relevant product videos were provided for this manual.

MAINTENANCE

Cleaning Tape Heads and Capstan
Regular cleaning of the tape heads, capstan, and pinch roller is essential for optimal sound quality and tape longevity. Clean
these components after every 10-20 hours of use, or if sound quality deteriorates.

1. Open the cassette compartment.

2. Using a cotton swab lightly dampened with isopropyl alcohol or a specialized head cleaner, gently wipe the tape
heads, capstan (the small metal shaft), and pinch roller (the rubber wheel next to the capstan).



3. Allow the components to dry completely before inserting a tape.

General Cleaning
Wipe the exterior of the unit with a soft, dry cloth. Do not use abrasive cleaners or solvents, as they may damage the finish.

Battery Care and Storage

Remove batteries if the unit will not be used for an extended period to prevent leakage and damage.

Store the unit in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Unit does not power on.

Batteries are dead or incorrectly
inserted.

AC adapter is not connected or faulty.

Replace batteries or check polarity.

Ensure AC adapter is securely connected and
functional.

No sound during
playback.

Volume is too low.

Headphones not connected properly.

Tape heads are dirty.

Tape is blank or damaged.

Increase volume.

Check headphone connection.

Clean tape heads.

Try a different tape.

Poor recording quality.

Tape heads are dirty.

Microphone is too far from sound
source.

Tape is old or low quality.

Recording level too low or high.

Clean tape heads.

Position microphone closer to source.

Try a new, high-quality tape.

Adjust volume during recording.

Tape does not move.

Tape is jammed or tangled.

Pinch roller or capstan is dirty.

Unit is in PAUSE mode.

Open compartment, carefully remove and inspect
tape.

Clean pinch roller and capstan.

Press PAUSE button again to resume.

SPECIFICATIONS

Model Number PMD101

Brand Marantz

Product Dimensions 0.39 x 0.39 x 0.39 inches



Item Weight 6 pounds

Microphone Form Factor Built-In

Microphone Operation Mode Mono

Headphones Jack 3.5 millimeters

UPC 699927400163

Date First Available September 4, 1999

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Specific warranty details for the Marantz PMD101 are not provided in this manual. For information regarding warranty
coverage, technical support, or service, please contact Marantz customer service or visit their official website.
You can find more information and support resources by visiting the official Marantz Store on Amazon.

© 2023 Marantz. All rights reserved. Information in this manual is subject to change without notice.
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