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GIORGOS SIMOPOULOS Ellinika A / Greek 1: Method for
Learning Greek as a Foreign Language Instruction Manual

Comprehensive Guide for Effective Language Acquisition

1. INTRODUCTION TO ELLINIKA A / GREEK 1

The Ellinika A / Greek 1 textbook, authored by GIORGOS SIMOPOULOS, Eirini Padiaki, Rita Kanellopoulou, and
Aglaia Pavlopoulou, is designed as a comprehensive method for learning Greek as a foreign language. This manual
provides guidance on utilizing the textbook effectively for language acquisition, focusing on communicative
approaches and practical application.
This book is intended for students and learners who are beginning to learn Greek as a second or foreign language
and are preparing for the A1 and A2 level Greek language examinations. It is structured to facilitate learning in a
classroom setting but can also be adapted for self-study with appropriate supplementary resources.

Image 1.1: Front cover of the Ellinika A / Greek 1 textbook. The cover features the title in Greek, author names, and indicates
inclusion of 2 CD-Audio discs. It also specifies levels A1 & A2.

2. GETTING STARTED (SETUP)

To begin your Greek language journey with Ellinika A / Greek 1, follow these initial steps:
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1. Review the Structure: Familiarize yourself with the book's layout. It contains 20 thematic teaching units, 2 CDs
with 93 dialogues and audio exercises, 70 dialogues, and 45 texts.

2. Audio Integration: The textbook includes audio CDs. Ensure you have a device to play these CDs. The audio
content is crucial for pronunciation and listening comprehension.

3. Prerequisites: This book is entirely in Greek. While designed for beginners (A1/A2), it assumes a willingness to
engage with a fully immersive Greek environment. Prior exposure to the Greek alphabet may be beneficial but is
not strictly required as the book introduces it.

4. Supplementary Resources: For self-study, it is highly recommended to have a good Greek-English dictionary and
potentially a separate Greek grammar reference, as grammatical explanations within the book are in Greek.

3. USING THE METHOD (OPERATING)

The Ellinika A / Greek 1 method emphasizes a communicative approach. Here’s how to engage with the material:

Follow Thematic Units: Each of the 20 units introduces new vocabulary, grammar, and cultural contexts through
dialogues and texts. Work through them sequentially.

Engage with Dialogues: Listen to the dialogues on the accompanying CDs multiple times. Practice repeating
phrases and understanding the context. The dialogues feature a consistent cast of characters, making the learning
experience more engaging.

Complete Exercises: The book integrates exercises directly into the text. These include 45 vocabulary exercises,
25 reading comprehension exercises, 125 productive oral exercises, 20 role-playing games, and 50 productive
writing exercises. Solutions to exercises are provided at the end of the book.

Grammar and Vocabulary: Pay close attention to the grammar sections, which are presented in Greek. For
clarity, especially in self-study, cross-reference with a separate grammar guide or consult a tutor. Vocabulary is
introduced contextually.

Cultural Notes: The book includes authentic materials such as advertisements, maps, and forms, providing
insights into Greek daily life.

Image 3.1: Back cover of the Ellinika A / Greek 1 textbook. This image details the book's contents, including the number of
units, dialogues, exercises, and the inclusion of audio CDs. It also shows the ISBN-10 and ISBN-13 numbers.

4. STUDY HABITS (MAINTENANCE)



Consistent engagement is key to language learning. Consider these tips for maintaining your progress:

Regular Practice: Dedicate specific times each day or week to study. Short, frequent sessions are often more
effective than long, infrequent ones.

Review Regularly: Revisit previously learned vocabulary and grammar points to reinforce memory.

Active Learning: Don't just read; actively engage by speaking aloud, writing sentences, and trying to form your
own dialogues.

Care for Your Book: Keep the book in a dry, clean place. Avoid bending pages excessively or exposing it to direct
sunlight to preserve its condition.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON CHALLENGES

Learners may encounter specific challenges when using this textbook. Here are some common issues and suggested
approaches:

"No English Translations": The book is 100% in Greek. This is intentional for immersion.

Solution: For self-study, use a reliable Greek-English dictionary for vocabulary. For grammar, consult a
separate English-language Greek grammar book or seek guidance from a tutor.

"Difficulty with Grammar Explanations": Grammar is explained in Greek.

Solution: A tutor or teacher can provide clarification. Alternatively, use an external grammar resource that
explains concepts in English.

"Need for More Exercises": The book integrates exercises, but some learners may desire more.

Solution: Consider purchasing supplementary workbooks if available from the publisher or creating your own
practice sentences based on the learned material.
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7. SUPPORT AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

For further support or to explore additional resources related to Ellinika A / Greek 1:

Publisher Website: Visit the Ekdoseis Pataki website for potential supplementary materials or contact information.

Online Communities: Engage with online language learning forums or communities dedicated to Modern Greek
for peer support and additional practice opportunities.

Language Tutors: Consider working with a qualified Greek language tutor, especially if you find the all-Greek
approach challenging for self-study.

https://www.patakis.gr
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