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User Manual: Les Musiciens
A Guide to Jean-Jacques Sempé's Pocket Book Edition

1. ABOUT THE BOOK

This manual provides essential information about Les Musiciens, a captivating work by the renowned
French cartoonist and illustrator Jean-Jacques Sempé. This particular edition is a Pocket Book format,
featuring an augmented collection of Sempé's distinctive illustrations and observations.
The book offers a unique perspective on the world of musicians, characterized by Sempé's subtle humor
and keen eye for human nature. It is designed to be a source of quiet contemplation and amusement for
readers.
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Image 1.1: The cover of Les Musiciens, depicting a whimsical illustration of a figure playing a violin on a balcony,
characteristic of Sempé's artistic style.



2. ABOUT THE AUTHOR: JEAN-JACQUES SEMPÉ

Jean-Jacques Sempé was born in Bordeaux, France, on August 17, 1932. At the age of 17, he worked as
a bicycle delivery boy for a wine broker. In 1960, he embarked on the adventure of "Le Petit Nicolas" with
René Goscinny, creating an unforgettable gallery of portraits of "awful little rascals who have since
populated our imagination" (as Goscinny put it).
His fine, subtle, and allusive humor, combined with a formidable sense of the ridiculous, characterizes his
entire body of work. His pen translates his tenderly ironic vision of our flaws and the world's shortcomings.
Sempé authored about thirty albums. In 1988, he illustrated "Catherine Certitude" by Patrick Modiano,
regularly drew for "L'Express", "Télérama", "The New Yorker", and exhibited his drawings and watercolors
in Munich, New York, London, and Salzburg, where he always met with great success. Sempé passed
away on August 11, 2022, at the age of 89.

3. BOOK SPECIFICATIONS

Publisher FOLIO

Publication Date December 7, 1999

Language French

Print Length 112 pages

ISBN-10 2070412105

ISBN-13 978-2070412105

Item Weight 4.4 ounces

Dimensions 4.37 x 0.35 x 7.17 inches

4. READING EXPERIENCE

To fully enjoy Les Musiciens, find a comfortable and quiet reading environment. The book is designed for a
personal and reflective experience, allowing readers to immerse themselves in Sempé's unique artistic
world.

Engagement: Take your time to observe the details in each illustration and reflect on the
accompanying text.

Pacing: There is no prescribed reading pace; enjoy the book at your leisure.

Accessibility: The compact pocket book format makes it convenient for reading on the go or in
various settings.

No specific setup or operating procedures are required beyond opening the book and turning pages. The
content is self-contained and does not require external devices or software.

5. CARE AND HANDLING

To preserve the quality and longevity of your Les Musiciens pocket book, please follow these care
guidelines:

Storage: Store the book in a dry place, away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and high



humidity.

Handling: Handle the book with clean, dry hands to prevent smudges and oil transfer to the pages.

Spine Care: Avoid bending the spine excessively or forcing the book open flat, as this can damage
the binding.

Protection: Keep the book away from liquids, food, and sharp objects that could tear or stain the
pages and cover.

Proper care will ensure that your copy of Les Musiciens remains in excellent condition for many years of
enjoyment.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

As a printed book, Les Musiciens typically requires no troubleshooting. However, in the unlikely event of
issues such as missing or misprinted pages, please contact the retailer or publisher for assistance. Ensure
the book is handled gently to prevent physical damage.

© 1999 FOLIO. All rights reserved.
For further inquiries, please refer to the publisher's contact information.
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