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Mercedes-Benz W124: The Complete Story
A Comprehensive Guide by James Taylor

INTRODUCTION

The Mercedes-Benz W124 series, designed by the esteemed Bruno Sacco, set a new standard for medium-sized
automobiles in the late 1980s. Renowned for its exceptional engineering and superior build quality, the W124 offered a
diverse range of models to cater to various needs, from practical daily drivers to luxurious, high-performance vehicles.

This comprehensive guide delves into the intricate details of the W124, exploring its design philosophy, development, and
manufacturing processes across all its iterations. It provides insights into the various engine options, performance
characteristics, and highlights special editions, including the coveted AMG models. Furthermore, this manual offers
practical advice for those interested in acquiring and maintaining a W124 today.
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This image displays the front cover of the book, showcasing a black Mercedes-Benz W124 coupe. The car is positioned on a road with
greenery in the background, highlighting its classic design. The book title 'Mercedes-Benz W124: The Complete Story' is prominently

displayed at the top.

DESIGN AND ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE

The W124's design was a testament to Mercedes-Benz's commitment to quality and longevity. Bruno Sacco's vision
resulted in a timeless aesthetic combined with robust construction, ensuring the vehicle's durability and reliability. This
section explores the innovative engineering principles applied during its development, contributing to its reputation as a
benchmark in automotive design.



MODEL RANGE OVERVIEW

The W124 series encompassed a wide array of body styles, each meticulously crafted to meet specific market demands.
Key variants included:

Sedan (Saloon): The foundational four-door model, offering comfort and practicality.

Estate (Wagon): Providing ample cargo space without compromising on luxury or driving dynamics.

Coupe: A stylish two-door variant, emphasizing elegance and sportiness.

Cabriolet: A sophisticated convertible, offering open-air driving pleasure.

Each model maintained the core W124 characteristics of safety, comfort, and build integrity.

ENGINE VARIANTS AND PERFORMANCE

The W124 was offered with a diverse range of engines, from efficient four-cylinder units to powerful six-cylinder and V8
options. These engines were designed for smooth operation, reliability, and varying levels of performance. Details on
specific engine codes, power outputs, and their impact on the vehicle's driving characteristics are covered in depth.

SPECIAL EDITIONS AND AMG MODELS

Beyond the standard production models, the W124 platform also served as the basis for several special editions and high-
performance variants developed by AMG. These models often featured enhanced engines, sport-tuned suspensions, and
unique styling cues, representing the pinnacle of W124 performance and exclusivity.

BUYING AND OWNING A W124 TODAY

For enthusiasts and prospective owners, this section provides essential guidance on navigating the market for a used
W124. It covers key aspects such as common issues to look for, maintenance considerations, and the importance of
finding reputable specialists for servicing. Understanding the nuances of ownership can significantly enhance the
experience of driving these classic vehicles.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

This book, 'Mercedes-Benz W124: The Complete Story', provides detailed information on the vehicle series. Key
specifications of the book itself are as follows:

Publisher The Crowood Press

Publication Date October 5, 2015

Language English

Print Length 176 pages

ISBN-10 184797953X

ISBN-13 978-1847979537

Item Weight 2.31 pounds

Dimensions 8.89 x 0.7 x 10.27 inches
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