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1. ABouT THE PLANET oF JUNIOR BROWN

This section provides an overview of the book and its author, Virginia Hamilton.

1.1 Book Overview

Junior Brown is a musical prodigy losing touch with reality and everyone around him—except for one important friend.
Junior Brown is different than the other kids in his eighth-grade class. For one, he weighs three hundred pounds. He's
also a talented musician with a serious future as a professional pianist—if he survives middle school. With an overbearing
mom, disappointed teachers, and fellow students who tease him mercilessly, Junior starts to slip away into his own mind.
His last hope may be his only friend, Buddy Clark, a boy in his class without a home or family who has already learned
some of life's toughest lessons. Together, they find refuge and a creative outlet with the sympathetic janitor Mr. Pool, but
when their secret cellar room is discovered, will the boys make it through the fallout?

1.2 About the Author: Virginia Hamilton

The recipient of nearly every major award and honor in her field, including the 1992 Hans Christian Andersen Award,
Virginia Hamilton (1934-2002) was the first African American woman to be awarded the Newbery Medal, for M.C. Higgins,
the Great. Renowned as a storyteller, anthologist, and lecturer as well as a novelist, Ms. Hamilton made her home in
Yellow Springs, Ohio.
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“An extraordinary story of heroism and survival and the interdependence of human beings.”
—ALA Notable Children’s Baoks Committee

VIRGINIA HAMILTON
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This image displays the front cover of 'The Planet of Junior Brown' paperback edition. The artwork typically features a depiction related to
the story's themes or characters.

2. GETTING STARTED: PREPARING TO READ

To fully appreciate The Planet of Junior Brown, consider the following:

« Find a Quiet Space: Choose a comfortable and quiet environment to minimize distractions and allow for focused
reading.

« Initial Read-Through: For a first reading, focus on following the narrative and getting acquainted with the
characters and plot.

« Consider the Context: The novel explores themes relevant to young adults, including friendship, bullying, identity,
and finding one's place. Reflect on these themes as you read.

3. ENGAGING WITH THE STORY: OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS FOR DEEPER UNDERSTANDING

This section offers guidance for a more in-depth engagement with the novel.

3.1 Character Analysis
« Junior Brown: A musical prodigy struggling with his weight, social isolation, and an overbearing mother. How does
his internal world manifest in his actions and relationships?

o Buddy Clark: A homeless boy who becomes Junior's closest friend. What does Buddy represent in Junior's life, and
how does his background shape his perspective?

o Mr. Pool: The sympathetic janitor who provides a safe haven for the boys. What role does he play in their
development and their search for belonging?

3.2 Key Themes and Motifs
« Friendship and Connection: Explore the unique bond between Junior and Buddy. How does their friendship help
them cope with their challenges?

« Identity and Self-Acceptance: Both Junior and Buddy grapple with their identities. How do they come to terms with
who they are?

« Escapism and Reality: Junior often retreats into his mind. Discuss the role of imagination and reality in the story.



» Creativity and Expression: Music is central to Junior's character, and the cellar provides a creative outlet. How do
these elements contribute to the boys' well-being?

« Social Issues: The novel touches on bullying, homelessness, and societal expectations. How does Hamilton
address these topics?

3.3 Discussion Questions

1. How does Virginia Hamilton use symbolism throughout the novel, particularly with the
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