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OVERVIEW

This guide provides comprehensive instructions for mastering the Nikon D3200 dSLR camera. It covers all
camera features, photography basics, and advanced techniques to help users capture high-quality images
and videos. The book is designed to be a portable reference, offering expert advice at your fingertips.
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Image: Front cover of the Nikon D3200 Digital Field Guide, featuring the book title and an image of the Nikon D3200
camera.

GETTING STARTED WITH YOUR NikoN D3200 DigiTAaL FieLb Guipe

This section outlines how to effectively use this field guide to understand your Nikon D3200 camera.



Navigating the Guide

The guide is structured to provide step-by-step directions for all camera settings, buttons, menus, and
modes. It is designed to be portable, allowing you to carry it with your camera for quick reference.

Initial Camera Setup Concepts

While this guide focuses on the book's content, it implicitly covers initial camera setup by explaining various
functions. Refer to the guide for details on:

o Understanding camera buttons and dials.
« Navigating camera menus.

o Selecting appropriate shooting modes.
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Master the D3200 and you'll he
amazed at the images you can capture

You have chosen an awesome dSLR, but so many of its powerful features will be wasted if you
don’t master all of the technology at your disposal. Start with the Quick Tour in this book to get
a feel for the camera right away. Then learn to use each control, button, dial, and menu.
Review basic photographic principles as you practice with your D3200, experiment with HD
video and common shooting situations, use the Retouch menu, and much more.

o Master the varying functions of the D3200 buttons and dials

e Learn about the lenses, flashes, and microphones available
for your D3200

e Experiment with Live View and different focus modes

¢ Get shooting advice for abstract, sports, concert, nature,
low-light, portrait, and travel photography

e Learn how to view and edit images in the camera

Alan Hess is a commercial photographer who specializes in concert and live-event photography. He is the house
photographer for a large concert venue in Southern California, and is considered an expert on Nikon cameras.
Alan’s other books include A/l Access: Your Backstage Pass to Concert Photography, Exposure Digital Field Guide,
and Composition Digital Field Guide, all published by Wiley.

Inside — your free gray and color checker card
 to help you achieve accurate white balance and color
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Image: Back cover of the Nikon D3200 Digital Field Guide, highlighting key features covered in the book such as mastering
buttons, lenses, focus modes, and shooting advice.

OPERATING YoOUR Nikon D3200 CAMERA

This section details the operational aspects of the Nikon D3200 as explained in the Digital Field Guide.



Camera Controls and Functions

The guide explains the purpose and operation of all physical controls:

Buttons: Learn the function of each button for quick access to settings.

Dials: Understand how to use mode dials and command dials to adjust camera parameters.

Menus: Navigate the camera's menu system to customize settings.

Modes: Explore various shooting modes, including automatic, scene, and manual modes.

Photography Fundamentals
Improve your photography with detailed explanations on:
o Lighting: Techniques for utilizing natural and artificial light.

« Composition: Principles for arranging elements within your frame.

o Exposure: Mastering aperture, shutter speed, and ISO for balanced images.

Lenses and Accessories
The guide provides insights into selecting and using various photographic equipment:
o Lenses: Choosing the right lens for different photographic situations.

o Flashes: Understanding external and built-in flash usage.

« Microphones: Tips for audio recording with external microphones for video.

Advanced Shooting Techniques

Learn professional tips for specific photography genres:
o Portraits: Techniques for capturing compelling subject photos.
o Candids: Strategies for natural, unposed shots.

o Sports and Travel: Settings and approaches for dynamic and scenic photography.

o Macro Photography: Guidance for close-up shots.

White Balance and Color Management

Achieve accurate colors in your photographs by understanding white balance settings. The guide includes
information on using a gray and color checker card for perfect white balance and color every time.
Video Recording

Utilize the Nikon D3200's full HD (1080p) video capability with full-time autofocus. The guide covers
settings and techniques for recording high-quality videos.

Image Review and Editing

Learn how to view and perform basic edits on your images directly within the camera using features like the
Retouch menu.
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Image: Side view of the Nikon D3200 Digital Field Guide, illustrating its dimensions (9.0 inches or 22 cm in height) for
portability.

MAINTAINING YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY SKILLS

While this guide is a book, its "maintenance" aspect refers to continuously improving your photography
skills and understanding your camera. Consistent engagement with the guide's principles will lead to better
photographic outcomes.

o Regular Practice: Consistently apply the techniques learned from the guide in various shooting
scenarios.

« Review and Analyze: Regularly review your photos and analyze them against the guide's advice to
identify areas for improvement.

« Experimentation: Use the guide as a foundation to experiment with different settings and creative
approaches to develop your unique style.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON PHOTOGRAPHY CHALLENGES

This section addresses common issues photographers face and how the guide helps in resolving them by
providing foundational knowledge and practical solutions.

o Poor Exposure: Refer to the exposure section for guidance on adjusting aperture, shutter speed, and
ISO to achieve balanced brightness.

« Incorrect White Balance: Consult the white balance section and utilize the color checker card
principles for accurate color rendition in different lighting conditions.

o Blurry Images: Review sections on autofocus, appropriate shutter speed for motion, and stabilization
techniques to ensure sharp photographs.

o Composition Issues: Revisit composition principles to improve visual appeal and create more
engaging images.
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Image: An open copy of the Nikon D3200 Digital Field Guide, showing a section where a color checker card was originally
intended to be included, as noted in some customer reviews.

SPECIFICATIONS OF THE DiGITAL FiELD GUIDE

Feature Detail
ASIN 1118438221

Publisher Wiley
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Publication Date

Edition

Language

Print Length

ISBN-10

ISBN-13

Item Weight

Dimensions

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Detail

September 25, 2012

1st

English

320 pages

9781118438220

978-1118438220

1.3 pounds

6.04 x 0.7 x 9.02 inches

This Digital Field Guide is a published book and does not come with a product warranty in the traditional
sense. For support related to the content of the book, please refer to the publisher, Wiley, or the author,

Alan Hess.

For information regarding the Nikon D3200 camera itself, please consult the official Nikon user manual or

Nikon's customer support channels.

For more information from the publisher, visitwww.wiley.com/compbooks.
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Image: Front cover of the Nikon D3200 Digital Field Guide, displaying the ISBN-13: 978-1118438220, which can be used
for reference or ordering.
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