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1. INTRODUCTION TO THE ROLAND VS-880

The Roland VS-880 is a groundbreaking digital studio workstation designed to provide comprehensive record production
capabilities. This manual serves as a guide to understanding and utilizing its powerful features, from initial setup to
advanced mixing and mastering techniques. Whether you are new to digital recording or looking to deepen your
understanding of the VS-880, this guide will help you unlock its full potential.

2. INITIAL SETUP

Proper setup is crucial for optimal performance of your VS-880. Follow these steps to get started:

1. Power Connection: Connect the AC adapter to the VS-880's DC IN jack and then to a standard power outlet. Ensure
the unit is powered off before connecting.

2. Audio Inputs: Connect your instruments or microphones to the appropriate input jacks (e.g., INPUT 1-8). Use high-
quality cables for best audio fidelity.

3. Audio Outputs: Connect the MAIN OUT jacks to your monitoring system (speakers or headphones). Adjust the output
level as needed.

4. Storage: If using external SCSI storage, connect it to the SCSI port. Ensure proper termination if multiple devices are
chained.

5. Power On: Turn on your monitoring system first, then power on the VS-880.

3. OPERATION GUIDE

The VS-880 offers a wide array of functions for digital audio production. This section covers key operational aspects.

3.1. Digital Recording Basics

Understanding the fundamentals of digital recording on the VS-880 is essential. This includes setting input levels,
selecting tracks, and initiating recording. The VS-880 allows for multi-track recording, enabling you to layer different
instruments and vocals.
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Input Level Adjustment: Use the input gain knobs to set appropriate recording levels, avoiding clipping.

Track Assignment: Assign inputs to specific tracks for recording.

Recording Process: Engage record-ready mode for desired tracks and press the RECORD and PLAY buttons
simultaneously to begin.

3.2. Editing Techniques

The VS-880 provides robust editing capabilities to refine your audio. This includes cutting, copying, pasting, and moving
audio segments. Utilize the waveform display for precise edits.

Locating Points: Use markers and scrub functions to pinpoint exact edit locations.

Region Selection: Define specific audio regions for editing operations.

Undo/Redo: Familiarize yourself with the undo function to correct mistakes.

3.3. Mixing and Automation

Achieve a balanced and dynamic sound through mixing. The VS-880 allows for control over volume, pan, and effects
sends for each track. Automation features enable dynamic changes over time.

Fader Control: Adjust track volumes using the physical faders or on-screen controls.

Panning: Position sounds in the stereo field.

Scene Memory: Save and recall different mix settings.

Automation: Record fader movements and parameter changes for dynamic mixing.

3.4. Using Effects

Enhance your tracks with the VS-880's built-in effects processor (if equipped with the VS8F-1 board). Apply reverb, delay,
chorus, and other effects to individual tracks or the master output.

Effect Patches: Select from a variety of preset effect patches.

Parameter Editing: Customize effect parameters to suit your needs.

Send/Return: Route audio through effects using send and return buses.

3.5. Virtual Tracks and Sub-mixing

Maximize your track count and streamline your workflow using virtual tracks and sub-mixing techniques.

Virtual Tracks: Record multiple takes on a single physical track and switch between them.

Sub-mixing: Combine multiple tracks into a stereo pair or a single track to free up resources or create stems.

Recording from a Submixer: Integrate external mixers for additional inputs or processing.

3.6. Mastering Your Finished Mix to Compact Disc

Prepare your final mix for distribution by mastering it to a compact disc. This involves optimizing the overall level, EQ, and
dynamics.

Final Mixdown: Create a stereo master track of your project.

Mastering Effects: Apply compression, EQ, and limiting to the master track.

CD Burning: Use a compatible CD burner connected via SCSI to create an audio CD.

3.7. Linking Multiple Units

For expanded capabilities, multiple VS-880 units can be linked together, allowing for more tracks and inputs. Refer to the
advanced manual for detailed synchronization procedures.



4. MAINTENANCE AND CARE

To ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your Roland VS-880, follow these maintenance guidelines:

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the exterior. Avoid abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Environment: Operate the unit in a clean, dry environment, away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and
excessive dust.

Storage: When not in use for extended periods, disconnect power and cover the unit to prevent dust accumulation.

Data Backup: Regularly back up your project data to external storage devices to prevent loss.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

This section addresses common problems you might encounter with your VS-880 and provides potential solutions.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No power Power cable disconnected; faulty outlet Check power connections; try a different outlet.

No audio output
Output cables disconnected; volume
low; incorrect routing

Verify cable connections; increase master volume; check
track and master routing.

Distorted
recording

Input level too high
Reduce input gain until the peak indicator no longer
lights up.

SCSI device not
recognized

Incorrect SCSI ID; missing termination;
faulty cable

Check SCSI ID settings; ensure proper termination;
replace SCSI cable.

6. TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS (VS-880)

While detailed specifications are best found in the original Roland VS-880 service manual, here are some general
characteristics of the unit:

Recording Tracks: 8 simultaneous playback, 2 simultaneous recording (up to 64 virtual tracks).

Digital Audio: 16-bit, 44.1 kHz uncompressed.

Inputs: Analog (XLR/TRS combo), Digital (S/PDIF).

Outputs: Analog (RCA), Digital (S/PDIF).

Storage: Internal hard drive, external SCSI support.

Effects: Optional VS8F-1 Effects Expansion Board.

MIDI: In/Out for synchronization and control.

7. SUPPORT AND FURTHER INFORMATION

For further assistance, detailed technical support, or information regarding service and warranty, please refer to the official
Roland website or contact their customer support directly. This manual provides a general overview and operational
guidance based on common usage and the principles outlined in comprehensive guides.
Official Roland Website: www.roland.com
For specific inquiries about the content covered in 'The EM Guide to the Roland VS-880', please consult the book directly.

https://www.roland.com
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