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Volkswagen Type 3 Fastback Squareback 1968-1973

Volkswagen Type 3 Fastback Squareback Official Service
Manual (1968-1973)

Comprehensive Service and Repair Instructions

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

This official service manual provides detailed information for the Volkswagen Type 3 Fastback (also referred to as
Type 3 Sedan) and Squareback models manufactured between 1968 and 1973. The manual covers vehicles
introduced from August of the preceding year for each model year. It is designed to assist owners and technicians
with maintenance, repair, and troubleshooting procedures.
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Service to VW owners is of top priority to the Volkswagen organization and has
always included the continuing development and introduction of new expanded sers
vices. In line with this purpose, Volkswagen of America, Ine. has introduced this Volks-
wagen Official Service Manual,

For VW owners with mechanical skills and for automotive repair shops this Manual
gives VW-approved specifications and procedures. In ad n. a VW owner who has
fio intention of working on his car will find that reading and owning this Manual will
enable him or her to discuss repairs intelligently with a professional mechanic.
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The alm throughbul has been simplicity, clarity, and completeness with step-by-
step procedures and accurate specifications. 7

If you are a professional mechanic already working on imported cars, you may have
some VW special tools that are shiown In some of the illustrations in this Manual. If you
have previously worked only on American-manufactured cars, you will not have to
replace your expensive mlcrérqeiers. vernier calipers, and other precision tools be-
cause specifications are given Both in millimeters and in inches, except when special
VW metric tools are indispensable (such meéasurements are given only in millimeters).

“olkswagens are constantly being improved and sometimes such changes—bath
in parts and.specifications—are made applicable to older VWs. Thus, a replacement
part to be used on an older VW may not be the same as the part used in the original
installation. Such changes are noted in this Manual.

This (Type 3 Manual covers the Fastback and -Squareback of Model Years 1968,
@70 1971, 1972, and 1973. Here is a sample of the kind of up-to-date informa-
find in this Volkswagen Official Service Manual: "y
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0! T \{.- Iesxootin'g, repairing, and rebuilding the clutch
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Tes{irig and repairing the fuel injection system
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leshooting, adjusting, and rebullding the automatic transmission

r g every component of the electrical system—
with full-color wiring diagrams for every model and year 4
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"~ .., e Tune-up. specifications for all models up through the latest 1973 cars—including
those with exhaust gas recirculation

° Ad]u's!ing and repairing the sliding steel sunroof
e Spark advance curves for all distributors

= Complete engine repairing and rebuilding data :

» Official Volkswagen tolerances, wear limits, se;t ngs, and iorque specifications for
every part of your car. ..

Volkswagen of America,
I =

Image: Front cover of the Volkswagen Type 3 Official Service Manual, displaying the title and covered model years.



The manual's content is structured to provide clear, step-by-step instructions for various service operations. It
emphasizes clarity and completeness, ensuring that individuals with mechanical skills can effectively perform repairs

and maintenance. For specialized tasks, the manual may reference the need for specific Volkswagen special tools,
which are illustrated within its pages.
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Image: Back cover of the service manual, listing key topics such as engine, clutch, fuel system, brakes, suspension, electrical
system, and tune-up specifications.



UsiNGg THE SERVICE MANUAL

This manual is organized into chapters covering different vehicle systems. To effectively use this manual, locate the
relevant section for the task you intend to perform. Each procedure is described with accompanying illustrations and
diagrams to guide you through the process. It is recommended to read through the entire procedure before
beginning any work.

« Identification: Verify the specific model year and vehicle type to ensure you are following the correct
instructions, as minor changes may exist between years.

o Safety First: Always observe safety precautions, including using appropriate tools, wearing protective gear,
and ensuring the vehicle is securely supported.

+ Tool Requirements: Note any special tools or equipment mentioned for a procedure. While some tasks can
be done with general tools, specialized tools are often designed for precision and safety.

MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES

The manual details routine maintenance tasks essential for the longevity and performance of your Volkswagen
Type 3. These procedures include, but are not limited to:

« Engine oil and filter changes.

Ignition system inspection and adjustment.

Brake system inspection and service.

Lubrication points and fluid level checks.

Tire rotation and pressure checks.



Image: An internal page from the manual, titled "ENGINE 5", providing detailed descriptions of engine components such as the
crankcase, valve train, and ignition system.




Each maintenance task is broken down into sequential steps, often accompanied by diagrams or exploded views to
clarify component locations and assembly order. This ensures accurate execution of service procedures.

TROUBLESHOOTING AND REPAIR

The manual provides comprehensive troubleshooting guides to diagnose common issues. It covers various
systems, including the engine, transmission, brakes, and electrical components. For example, the manual includes:

o Engine performance diagnostics.

Fuel system testing and adjustment.

Brake system fault isolation.

Electrical system wiring diagrams for all model years.

Steering and suspension component inspection.



Image: An internal page from the manual, titted "ENGINE 63", featuring a table for ignition timing adjustments for different model
years, along with explanatory notes.




Detailed repair procedures are outlined for components such as the engine, clutch, manual and automatic
transmissions, front axle, rear axle, and steering gear. The manual also includes information on adjusting and
repairing the independent rear suspension (IRS) and spark advance curves for distributors.

SPECIFICATIONS

This manual includes critical specifications necessary for proper service and repair. These specifications ensure that
components are installed and adjusted to factory standards.

Specification Value

Publication Date June 1, 1973
Language English

Print Length 424 pages
ISBN-10 083760057X
ISBN-13 978-0837600574
ltem Weight 2.2 pounds
Dimensions 8.5x 1 x 11 inches

The manual also includes official Volkswagen tolerances, wear limits, settings, and torque specifications for various
components, ensuring repairs meet manufacturer standards.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

As this is a historical service manual, direct product support or warranty information from the original publisher for
this specific edition is not applicable. For current information regarding Volkswagen vehicles or general automotive
repair, consult contemporary resources or certified automotive professionals.

This manual serves as a foundational reference for the specified Volkswagen Type 3 models. For parts availability
or updated repair techniques, consider consulting specialized Volkswagen enthusiast communities or parts
suppliers.
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