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An Essential Guide for Students and Professionals
Authored by Bruce G. Sharky

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides an overview and guide to the book "Ready, Set, Practice: Elements of Landscape Architecture
Professional Practice." This publication serves as a foundational text for professional practice courses within accredited
landscape architecture degree programs and an indispensable resource for young professionals entering the field. It
consolidates critical information across various facets of professional practice, aiming to equip readers with the
knowledge necessary for a successful career.
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Image: The cover of "Ready, Set, Practice: Elements of Landscape Architecture Professional Practice.” The cover features the title in large
green serif font against a light green background with white, leaf-like patterns. Below the title, the subtitle "Elements of Landscape
Architecture Professional Practice" is displayed. The author's name, Bruce G. Sharky, FASLA, is at the bottom. Two small inset images
depict architectural elements and steps.

2. GETTING STARTED: How 1O UTILIZE THIS BOOK

To maximize the benefits of "Ready, Set, Practice," readers are encouraged to approach it as both a structured textbook
and a practical reference guide. For students, it is recommended to follow the chapter progression as outlined in academic
curricula. For professionals, specific sections can be consulted as needed for guidance on particular aspects of practice.

o Systematic Study: Read chapters sequentially to build a comprehensive understanding of professional practice
principles.

+ Reference Tool: Use the detailed sections to quickly find information on specific topics such as legal issues,
marketing strategies, or project management techniques.

« Problem-Solving: Engage with the real-world scenarios and chapter-end problems to apply theoretical knowledge
to practical situations.

3. OPERATING: CoRE AREAS OF PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

The book delves into a wide array of topics essential for professional competence in landscape architecture. Key areas
covered include:
+ LARE Preparation: Guidance and insights for preparing for the Landscape Architect Registration Examination.

« Legal and Contractual Issues: Understanding the legal framework, contracts, and liabilities pertinent to
professional practice.

« Marketing Professional Services: Strategies for promoting and securing landscape architecture projects.
« Technical Specifications: Development and application of technical specifications in project documentation.

« Project Management: Comprehensive coverage from project inception and design through construction
documentation and administration.

« Starting and Managing a Firm: Practical advice on establishing and operating an independent practice.

« Gaining a Competitive Edge: Strategies for career advancement and professional development.

4. MAINTENANCE: CONTINUOUS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

While this book provides a strong foundation, the field of landscape architecture is dynamic. Continuous professional
development is crucial. Readers are encouraged to:

o Stay informed about updates in legal regulations and industry standards.

« Participate in professional organizations and continuing education programs.

o Regularly review and update their knowledge of best practices in design, technology, and project delivery.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING: ADDRESSING COMMON CHALLENGES

The book anticipates and addresses many common challenges faced by landscape architects. For specific issues, refer to
the relevant chapters:

« Contract Disputes: Consult chapters on legal and contractual issues for guidance on dispute resolution and
prevention.

o Project Delays: Refer to project management sections for strategies on scheduling, resource allocation, and risk



mitigation.

« Marketing Difficulties: Review the marketing services chapter for techniques to enhance client acquisition and firm
visibility.

o Licensure Questions: The LARE preparation section offers insights into the examination process and
requirements.
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Attribute Detail
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7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

As a published textbook, "Ready, Set, Practice" does not typically come with a product warranty in the traditional sense.
For issues related to the physical quality of the book (e.g., printing errors, binding defects), please refer to the return
policy of the retailer from whom the book was purchased.

For academic inquiries, content clarifications, or general information about the publication, please contact the publisher,
Wiley, directly through their official website or customer service channels. Direct technical support for the book's content
is not provided by the author or publisher in the manner of a consumer product.

© 1994 Wiley. All rights reserved.
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