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1. INTRODUCTION TO THE WORK

This manual provides an overview and guide to understanding "The Time Regulation Institute,” a novel by Ahmet Hamdi Tanpinar.
It explores the book's narrative, themes, and critical reception.



https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/penguin-classics

AHMET HAMDI TANPINAR

THE TIME REGULATION INSTITUTE

INTRODUCTION BY PANKAJ MISHRA
TRANSLATED FROM THE TURKISH BY MAUREEN FREELY AND ALEXANDER DAWE

Image 1.1: The cover of "The Time Regulation Institute" by Ahmet Hamdi Tanpinar. The design features intricate clockwork mechanisms
and Roman numerals, symbolizing the central theme of time and its regulation. The book is published by Penguin Classics.

2. ABouT THE AUTHORS AND TRANSLATORS

"The Time Regulation Institute" was originally written by Ahmet Hamdi Tanpinar and translated into English by Alexander Dawe
and Maureen Freely.

« Ahmet Hamdi Tanpinar (1901-1962): A significant Turkish novelist, poet, short-story writer, essayist, literary historian, and
professor. His work uniquely blends European literary styles with Ottoman sensibilities.

« Alexander Dawe (Translator): An American translator of French and Turkish literature, residing in Istanbul.

« Maureen Freely (Translator): A prominent translator of Turkish literature, known for her work with Nobel Prize-winning
author Orhan Pamuk. She resides in England.

3. Key THEMES AND NARRATIVE

The novel is a satirical tragicomedy exploring the complexities of modernization and bureaucracy in early 20th-century Turkey. It
delves into the collision of tradition and modernity, East and West, through the experiences of its protagonist, Hayri Irdal.

« Modernization and Bureaucracy: The narrative centers around the absurd establishment and operations of the Time
Regulation Institute, an organization tasked with standardizing time across Turkey. This serves as a metaphor for the
challenges and often comical failures of rapid societal transformation.



« Tradition vs. Modernity: The book poignantly captures the tension between deeply rooted cultural traditions and the push
for Westernization, reflecting the societal shifts in Turkey during that era.

« Individual vs. System: Hayri Irdal's journey highlights the individual's struggle within an increasingly complex and often
illogical bureaucratic system, offering a blend of hope for progress and nostalgia for simpler times.

« Satire and Allegory: Tanpinar employs humor and allegorical elements to critique societal norms and political changes,
making the novel a commentary on human nature and institutional folly.

4. PusLicaTioN DETAILS

Book Specifications

Publisher Penguin Publishing Group
Publication Date January 7, 2014
Language English

Print Length 432 pages

ISBN-10 0143106732

ISBN-13 978-0143106739

Item Weight 13.6 ounces

Dimensions 1.3 x5.1 x 7.7 inches

5. CriTicaL RECEPTION AND INTERPRETATIONS

"The Time Regulation Institute" has garnered significant critical acclaim, recognized for its unique blend of humor, satire, and
philosophical depth. Reviewers often highlight its relevance to contemporary issues of globalization and cultural identity.

« Literary Significance: Described as a "pathbreaking novel" and "allegorical masterpiece," it is considered one of the most
remarkable works in modern Turkish literature.

« Satirical Elements: Critics praise its "ingeniously satirical" and "laceratingly comic" portrayal of bureaucracy and societal
change, often drawing comparisons to authors like Dickens, HaSek, and Heller.

« Philosophical Depth: Beyond its humor, the novel is noted for its "hauntingly philosophical" contemplation of the struggle to
impose order on inner and outer states, and the tension between tradition and modernity.

« Translation Quality: The English translation by Maureen Freely and Alexander Dawe has been widely commended for its
masterful and nuanced rendering, making the work accessible to a global audience.

The book's enduring appeal lies in its ability to offer insights into cultural shifts and human nature, resonating with readers
interested in the dynamics of East and West, and the impact of progress on individual lives.
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