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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides guidance for effectively utilizingDevelopment Across the Life Span, 8th Editionby
Robert Feldman. This textbook offers a chronological overview of human development from conception
through death, integrating traditional field areas with recent innovations. It emphasizes practical application
of developmental findings to enhance understanding of the discipline's relevance.

Eighth Edition

Development
Across the
Life Span

Robert 5. Feldman

Image: Front cover of the textbook Development Across the Life Span, 8th Edition. The cover features the title and author's
name, indicating a comprehensive study of human development.
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UsING THE TEXTBOOK

To maximize your learning experience with this textbook, consider the following recommendations:

o Chapter Structure: Each chapter begins with an outline of key topics and learning objectives.
Review these before reading to set your focus.

« Key Terms: Pay attention to bolded terms and definitions. These are fundamental concepts for
understanding the material.

o Case Studies and Examples: The book includes numerous real-world examples and case studies.
Analyze these to see how theoretical concepts apply to practical situations.

+ Review Questions: Utilize the end-of-chapter review questions to test your comprehension and
identify areas requiring further study.

o Visual Aids: Diagrams, charts, and images are integrated to clarify complex information. Study these
visuals in conjunction with the text.

CONTENT OVERVIEW

The 8th Edition is organized chronologically, covering various stages of human development. Key topics
include:

¢ An Introduction to Lifespan Development

e The Start of Life: Prenatal Development

 Birth and the Newborn Infant

o Physical Development in Infancy

o Cognitive Development in Infancy

» Social and Personality Development in Infancy

» Physical and Cognitive Development in the Preschool Years
o Social and Personality Development in the Preschool Years
» Physical and Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood

o Social and Personality Development in Middle Childhood

» Physical and Cognitive Development in Adolescence

o Social and Personality Development in Adolescence

» Physical and Cognitive Development in Early Adulthood

o Social and Personality Development in Early Adulthood

» Physical and Cognitive Development in Middle Adulthood

» Social and Personality Development in Middle Adulthood

» Physical and Cognitive Development in Late Adulthood

o Social and Personality Development in Late Adulthood

o Death and Dying

Stupy TiPs

Effective study habits are crucial for mastering the content of this textbook:

1. Active Reading: Do not just passively read. Highlight important information, take notes in the
margins, and summarize sections in your own words.



2. Connect Concepts: Human development is an interconnected process. Try to link concepts across
different chapters and developmental stages.

3. Form Study Groups: Discussing the material with peers can deepen your understanding and expose
you to different perspectives.

4. Utilize Online Resources: If available, supplementary online materials provided by the publisher
(Pearson) can offer additional practice and insights.

5. Regular Review: Periodically review previously covered chapters to reinforce your memory and build
a comprehensive understanding.

ABouUT THE AUTHOR

Robert S. Feldman is a Professor of Psychological and Brain Sciences and Deputy Chancellor of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He is a recipient of the College Distinguished Teacher Award and
has taught psychology classes to a wide range of students. Professor Feldman is a Fellow of the American
Psychological Association, the Association for Psychological Science, and the American Association for the
Advancement of Science. He holds a B.A. from Wesleyan University and an M.S. and Ph.D. from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. His extensive work includes over 100 books, book chapters, and
scientific articles, with his books translated into multiple languages. His research focuses on honesty and
deception in everyday life.
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SUPPORT

For inquiries regarding the content, errata, or supplementary materials for Development Across the Life
Span, 8th Edition, please contact the publisher:

Publisher: Pearson

Visit the Pearson Education website for general support and resources related to their publications.
For specific academic support or questions related to course integration, consult your instructor or
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academic institution's resources.
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