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INTRODUCTION TO PAX

"Pax" is a compelling novel exploring the profound bond between a boy, Peter, and his pet fox, Pax. Set
against the backdrop of an encroaching war, the story follows their separate journeys after Peter is forced
to return Pax to the wild. It delves into themes of loyalty, grief, and the complexities of human-animal
relationships, making it a significant read for middle-grade audiences and adults alike.
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ILLUSTRATED BY JON KLASSEN

Image: The cover of "Pax" by Sara Pennypacker, illustrated by Jon Klassen. It depicts a fox from behind, looking out over
a landscape of trees and fields under a setting sun.

ReADING PREPARATION
To fully engage with the narrative of "Pax," consider the following:

« Quiet Environment: Find a calm space free from distractions to immerse yourself in the story.

« Emotional Readiness: The book addresses mature themes such as separation, war, and loss.
Readers should be prepared for emotionally resonant content.



« lllustrations: Pay attention to Jon Klassen's illustrations, which complement the text and enhance
the atmosphere of the story.

ENGAGING WITH THE STORY

"Pax" is structured with alternating perspectives between Peter and Pax. This dual narrative offers unique
insights into their experiences and the world around them.

1. Follow Both Narratives: Observe how Peter's journey and Pax's journey parallel and diverge, and
how their individual struggles reflect broader themes.

2. Character Development: Note the growth and changes in both Peter and Pax as they navigate their
challenges.

3. Themes for Discussion: The book presents opportunities to discuss topics such as the impact of
war, the meaning of family, loyalty, and the natural world.

Book CARE AND PRESERVATION

To ensure the longevity of your copy of "Pax":

« Handle with Care: Avoid bending the cover or pages excessively to prevent damage to the spine
and binding.

» Storage: Store the book in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight to prevent fading and warping.

o Cleanliness: Keep the book away from food and liquids. Use a clean, dry cloth to gently wipe any
dust from the cover.

DiscussioN PoiNTs AND FURTHER EXPLORATION
"Pax" offers rich material for reflection and discussion. Consider the following questions:

« How does the alternating perspective of Peter and Pax affect your understanding of the story?

« What does the book suggest about the nature of war and its impact on individuals and the
environment?

o Discuss the different forms of love and loyalty depicted in the novel.

« How do the illustrations contribute to the mood and understanding of the story?

For additional discussion guides and extension activities, please visitharperstacks.harpercollins.com.
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