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Richard Ford's Be Mine: The Final Frank Bascombe Novel -
Instruction Manual

A guide to understanding and preserving your copy of the novel.

1. INTRODUCTION TO "BE MINE"

"Be Mine" is the culminating novel in Richard Ford's acclaimed Frank Bascombe series. This work delves
into the poignant journey of Frank Bascombe as he navigates the challenges of caring for his son, Paul,
who has been diagnosed with ALS. The narrative explores themes of mortality, father-son relationships,
and the search for meaning in the later stages of life, all presented with Ford's characteristic wit and
insightful prose.
This manual provides guidance for readers to fully appreciate the depth and nuances of this significant
literary work.

Image: Promotional banner for "Be Mine" by Richard Ford, highlighting its status as the final Frank Bascombe novel.

2. GETTING STARTED WITH YOUR READING

To begin your reading experience, find a comfortable and quiet environment. Ensure adequate lighting to
prevent eye strain.

Familiarize Yourself: If you are new to the Frank Bascombe series, consider reading previous
novels to fully appreciate the character's development, though "Be Mine" can also be enjoyed as a
standalone work.

Initial Inspection: Briefly check the book for any manufacturing defects such as missing pages or
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binding issues.

Comfort: Position yourself comfortably to avoid physical discomfort during extended reading
sessions.

3. ENGAGING WITH THE NARRATIVE

Richard Ford's writing style is rich with internal monologue and detailed observations. To enhance your
engagement:

Pace Yourself: The novel's depth benefits from thoughtful reading rather than rushing.

Reflect: Take moments to reflect on Frank Bascombe's thoughts and the situations he encounters.

Context: The story is set against a backdrop of contemporary American life; consider how the events
and characters reflect broader societal themes.

4. CARE AND PRESERVATION OF YOUR BOOK

Proper care ensures the longevity and condition of your hardcover copy.

Storage: Store the book upright on a shelf or flat in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight.

Handling: Turn pages carefully to avoid tearing. Avoid folding pages to mark your place; use a
bookmark instead.

Protection: Keep the dust jacket on to protect the cover from wear and tear.

Cleaning: Gently wipe the cover with a dry, soft cloth if it accumulates dust. Avoid using liquids.



Image: The front cover of the "Be Mine" hardcover novel.

5. COMMON QUESTIONS AND TROUBLESHOOTING

Below are answers to common inquiries regarding your novel.



Issue Resolution

Pages appear
damaged or
missing.

Contact the retailer or publisher for a replacement. Refer to the "Return Policy"
section.

Difficulty
understanding
certain
passages.

Consider re-reading the section, or consult literary analyses and discussions online
for deeper insight.

Book cover or
pages are
stained.

For minor dust, gently wipe with a dry, soft cloth. For liquid stains, unfortunately,
damage may be permanent. Prevent future stains by handling with clean hands and
avoiding food/drink near the book.

6. PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Title Be Mine: The Final Frank Bascombe Novel

Author Richard Ford

Publisher Ecco

Publication Date June 13, 2023

Language English

Print Length 352 pages

ISBN-10 0061692085

ISBN-13 978-0061692086

Item Weight 2.31 pounds

Dimensions 6 x 1.13 x 9 inches

7. PUBLISHER INFORMATION AND SUPPORT

For inquiries regarding "Be Mine" or other publications by Richard Ford, please contact the publisher:
Publisher: Ecco (an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers)
Website: HarperCollins Ecco Imprint
General Inquiries: Refer to the HarperCollins customer service portal for contact options.

8. RETURN POLICY

Returns for "Be Mine" are typically handled by the retailer from whom the book was purchased.

Retailer Specific Policies: Most retailers offer a return window (e.g., 30 days) for books in new and
unused condition. Please consult the specific return policy of your point of purchase.

Damaged or Defective Books: If the book arrived damaged or with manufacturing defects, contact
the retailer immediately for a replacement or refund.

https://www.harpercollins.com/imprints/ecco/
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